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ABSTRACT




A rev iew  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  r e v e a l s  t h a t  more and more 
a t t e n t i o n  i s  be ing  focused  on th e  p r i s o n  as  an o b je c t  of  
s c i e n t i f i c  s tu d y .  Desp i te  i t s  v a s t  d imensions  th e  f i e l d  has 
been co n f in e d  — excep t  i n  a few i n s t a n c e s  — t o  th e  s tu d y  
of male p r i s o n s .  The female p r i s o n ,  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  
and in  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  has been over looked .  To o f f s e t  t h i s  
shortcoming in  c r im i n o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h ,  t h i s  s tu d y  seeks to  
exp lo re  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of a Greek p r i s o n  f o r  women o f f e n d e r s .
The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  s tudy  were g a th e red  over  a pe r iod  o f  
app rox im a te ly  one year a t  Korydullo ,  t h e  only  p r iso n  f o r  
women o f f e n d e r s  in  Greece. In  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  of f i e l d  
r e s e a r c h ,  a combination o f  methods and t e c h n iq u e s  were used 
to  c o l l e c t  d a t a :  (1) form al i n t e rv i e w s  were held  with
h ig h e r - e c h e lo n  s t a f f  members, t h a t  i s ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r ,  h i s  
a s s i s t a n t ,  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  and s o c i a l  workers;
(2) form al in t e r v i e w s  were conducted with  lower echelon  
s t a f f  members, e . g . , headguards ,  t h e i r  a s s i s t a n t s ,  work 
s u p e r v i s o r s  and p r i so n  guards ;  (3) p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in p r i s o n  
f u n c t i o n s ,  such a s ,  meetings  between t h e  d i r e c t o r  and 
inm ates ,  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  g a t h e r i n g s ,  s p e c i a l  E as te r  and 
Chris tmas s e r v i c e s ,  and c o n c e r t s  put  on by l o c a l
X
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e n t e r t a i n e r s ;  (4) s c r u t i n y  o f  p r i s o n  documents, v i s i t o r s '  
l e d g e r s ,  inmate l i b r a r y  c a rd s  and d o s s i e r s ;  and (5) 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of two d i f f e r e n t  in t e rv i e w  s c h e d u le s ,  one f o r  
t h e  inmate p o p u la t io n ,  t h e  o t h e r  f o r  th e  p r i s o n  p e r s o n n e l .  
The s c h e d u le s  were a d m in is t e r e d  to  seven ty  women o f f e n d e r s  
and f o r t y - e i g h t  p r i s o n  p e r s o n n e l .
In  t h e  e v a lu a t io n  o f  t h e  d a t a ,  t h e r e  were t h r e e  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  F i r s t ,  a t  c r i t i c a l  p o i n t s  t h i s  work 
a n a ly z e s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Greek c u l t u r e  and p r i s o n  
l i f e .  That i s ,  i t  i n v e s t i g a t e s  t h e  degree t o  which c u l t u r a l  
i d e a s  — among which were: ph i l o x en ia  ( h o s p i t a l i t y ) ,
p h i l otimo (h o n o r ) , meson ( i n f l u e n t i a l  p e r s o n ) , — not only  
permeate and in f l u e n c e  b eh a v io r  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i a l
s t r u c t u r e  bu t  how th e s e  same id e a s  a re  m anifes ted  i n  th e  
p r i s o n  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  Second, some c o n s id e r a t i o n  i s  
g iven t o  drawing o u t  th e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  and d i f f e r e n c e s  of 
Korydullo  and o t h e r  c u s t o d i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
female  p r i s o n s  in  th e  United S t a t e s .
F i n a l l y ,  a l though  both  in m a te s  and s t a f f  a re  g iven  
s e p a r a t e  t r e a t m e n t ,  t h i s  work a l s o  compares the  a t t i t u d e s  
and b e l i e f s  o f  one group w ith  th o s e  of  t h e  o th e r  on th e  
fo l lo w in g  a s p e c t s  of conf inem en t :  (1) t h e  purpose of work
and why inm ates  work, (2) whether confinement re fo rm s
in m a te s ,  (3) th e  most d i f f i c u l t  a s p e c t  of  ad jus tm en t  fo r
p r i s o n e r s ,  and (4) t h e  r e a s o n s  t h a t  women commit cr imes and 
a r e  im pr isoned .
x l
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The f in d in g s  r e v e a l  t h a t  Greek c u l t u r a l  i d e a s  — 
n o ta b ly ;  h o s p i t a l i t y ,  honor ,  use o f  i n f l u e n t i a l  c o n t a c t s ,  
"we a r e  on ly  human," and co m p a t r io t s  — have a p o s i t i v e  
e f f e c t  on p r i so n  p o l i c y .  The da ta  su g g e s t  t h a t  adherence  to  
t h e s e  c u l t u r a l  i d e a s  w i th in  th e  p r i s o n  s e t t i n g  b r in g  about  
p r a c t i c e s  which make t h e  p r i so n  e x p e r i e n c e  more b e a r a b le  and 
humane.
x i l
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C H A P T E R  I
GENERAL INTRODUCTION
More and more a t t e n t i o n  has  been focused  on th e  p r i s o n  
as  an o b j e c t  of s c i e n t i f i c  s t u d y .  D esp i te  i t s  v a s t  
d imensions  th e  f i e l d  has  been co n f in ed  — e x c e p t  in  a few
i n s t a n c e s  — t o  t h e  s tu d y  of male p r i s o n s .  The female
p r i s o n ,  i n  th e  United S t a t e s  and i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  has 
been over looked .  To o f f s e t  t h i s  shortcoming in  
c r i m i n o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h ,  t h i s  s tu d y  s e e k s  t o  e x p lo re  the  
s t r u c t u r e  o f  a Greek p r i s o n  f o r  women o f f e n d e r s .
Thus, th e  fo r thcom ing  c h a p t e r s  p r e s e n t  t h e  d a ta
g a th e re d  over  one y e a r  a t  K orydu l lo ,  t h e  only p r i s o n  f o r
women o f f e n d e r s  in  Greece.  Chapter  Two fo c u se s  on th e  
problems encountered  by the  i n v e s t i g a t o r  to  i n i t i a t e  and 
implement f i e l d  r e s e a r c h  i n  a f o r e ig n  c o u n t ry .  The method 
of d a t a  g a th e r in g  and sample d e s c r i p t i o n  a re  a l s o  in t h i s  
c h a p t e r .  S ince t h e  Greek p r i s o n  f o r  women o f f e n d e r s  had 
never  been i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  i t  was dec ided  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  
approach was a comprehensive exam ina t ion  of  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of  
th e  p r i s o n .  A t r u e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  t h e  whole a u t ; ,w a t i c a l l y  
r e q u i r e s  a s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  th e  p a r t i c u l a r s  and how th ey  
c o n s t i t u t e  th e  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  s t r u c t u r e  of th e  p r i s o n .  
C hap ter  Three,  t h e n ,  p r e s e n t s  and a n a ly z e s  with r e s p e c t  to  
t h e  inmate  p o p u la t io n  some of  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  i n v e s t i g a t e d ;
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inmates* age ,  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  e t h n i c i t y ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  
a t t a i n m e n t ;  o f fe n s e  f o r  which they  were c o n v ic te d ,  number 
o f  p r i o r  c o n v i c t i o n s ,  and why t h e r e  a r e  so few Greek women 
i n  p r i s o n .  The l a t t e r  i s  ex p la in e d  in  te rm s  o f  c u l t u r a l  
i d e a s ,  ones which permeate  no t  on ly  t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i a l  
s t r u c t u r e ,  bu t  a l s o  t h e  p r i s o n  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .
Chapter  Four c o n t in u e s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  th e  inmate  
p o p u la t io n ;  however, th e  major a r e a  of concern i s  inmate  
op in io n  reg a rd in g  th e  v a r io u s  a s p e c t s  of  conf inem ent .  With 
t h i s  as  t h e  o v e r a l l  aim th e  c h a p te r  e x p lo re s ;  (1) inm ate  
op in io n  re g a rd in g  th e  purpose of  work; (2) t h e i r  op in io n  on 
whether p r i s o n  r e h a b i l i t a t e s  them; (3) e x i s t e n c e  and 
purpose o f  t h e  inmate in fo rm a l  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  — a t t i t u d e s  
toward deve lop ing  c l o s e  f r i e n d s h i p s ;  (4) i f  ad ju s tm en t  to  
p r i s o n  l i f e  was easy  o r  d i f f i c u l t ;  (5) most annoying t h in g  
about "doing t im e ;"  and (6) f a c t o r s  cu lm in a t in g  in  a 
c r im i n a l  a c t .  The a t t i t u d e s  and o p in io n  of th e  p r i s o n  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  o r  t h e  g e n e ra l  p u b l i c  on 
t h e s e  i s s u e s  a re  a l s o  c o n ta in e d  w i th in  t h i s  c h a p te r .
The form at o f  t h e  fo l lo w in g  two c h a p te r s  p a r a l l e l s  the  
above two c h a p te r s ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  t h a t  r a t h e r  than  
p r e s e n t in g  da ta  on inm ates  th e  focus  i s  on s t a f f  p e r so n n e l .  
Like Chapter  Three,  th e  primary purpose o f  Chapter  Five i s  
t o  p rov ide  p e r t i n e n t  background in fo rm a t io n ;  (1) i t  
c l a s s i f i e s  s t a f f  acco rd in g  t o  p o s i t i o n ;  (2) i t  p ro v id e s  
d i s t r i b u t i o n s  on age ,  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t a in m e n t
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and l e n g th  of s e r v i c e ;  (3) s t a f f s *  primary reason  fo r  
s e l e c t i n g  p r i s o n  employment; (4) p r i s o n e r  and employee 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s ;  and (5) t h e i r  p e r c e p t io n s  of  th e  job  as 
a s s e s s e d  by most im p o r ta n t  s t a f f  problem, i n i t i a t i v e  on the  
job  and s t a f f  member*s l i k i n g  t h e i r  jo b .
Chapter  Six i s  com para t ive ,  c o n t r a s t i n g  the  a t t i t u d e s  
o f  s t a f f  employees with inm ates  on: (1) the  purpose o f
work, and why inm ates  work, (2) whether confinement reforms 
in m a te s ,  (3) most d i f f i c u l t  a s p e c t  o f  confinement f o r  
i n m a te s ,  and (4) t h e  r e a s o n s  t h a t  women commit cr imes and 
a r e  im pr isoned .
The f i n a l  c h a p te r  s y n th e s i z e s  t h e  in fo rm a t io n  co n ta in e d  
i n  t h e  c h a p t e r s ,  and p recedes  th e  conc lud ing  remarks.
The purpose of  t h e  remaining  p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r  i s  
t o  p ro v id e  some g e n e ra l  p e r t i n e n t  in fo rm a t io n  f o r  th o se  
u nacq u a in ted  with modern Greece. This  s e c t i o n  i s  d iv id ed  
i n t o  two major p a r t s .  The f i r s t  p ro v id e s  broad demographic 
d a t a  on geography, l anguage ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  fam ily  and on the  
s i z e ,  age ,  and r u r a l - u r b a n  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n .  
The second r e l a t e s  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  a s  w e l l  as  o th e r s  to  c r im e .  
I n c lu d e d  in  t h i s  l a t t e r  s e c t i o n  i s  a d i s c u s s io n  of  th e  Greek 
Penal  Code as  well  as  t h e  c r im i n a l  j u s t i c e  system.
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demography
Greece i s  a p e n i s a l a  i n  sou th e rn  Europe, I t  i s  bounded 
in  t h e  n o r th  by A lb an ia ,  Y ugoslav ia ,  and B u lg a r ia .  To the  
sou th  l i e  th e  g l i s t e n i n g  w ate rs  of th e  M ed i te r ranean ,  t o  the  
west t h e  Io n ian  Sea and I s l a n d s ;  and to  t h e  e a s t  the  Aegean 
Sea and I s l a n d s ,  I t s  t o t a l  l a n d  a rea  i s  50,960 sq u a re  m iles  
of which roughly  20 per  c e n t  (9,560 sq u a re  miles)  c o n s i s t s  
of  more than  1,400 i s l a n d s ;  on ly  170 o f  th e  i s l a n d s  a re  
i n h a b i t e d  (The Stateman* s Year Book, 1978-79 :544) .
According to  t h e  1971 census  th e  p o p u la t io n  o f  Greece 
was 8 .8  m i l l i o n :  th e  e s t im a te  f o r  1977 was 9 ,2  m i l l i o n .  In
g e n e r a l ,  th e  p o p u la t io n  o f  the  1970*s may be c h a r a c t e r i z e d  
as  urban and young. I t  was urban s i n c e  t h e  m a jo r i t y ,  t h a t  
i s  53 .2  per  c e n t ,  l i v e d  i n  c i t i e s  with  more than  10,000 
i n h a b i t a n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  th e  g r e a t e r  Athens a r e a  ( Ib id :  544).  
I t  was young in t h a t  a lm ost  a q u a r t e r  were 15 y e a r s  o ld  or  
younger ,  and h a l f  were under 30 y e a r s  (Keefe,  e t .  a l . ,  
1977 :64) .  The age d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  th e  p o p u la t io n  r e v e a l s ,  
as  i s  t r u e  in  most s o c i t i e s ,  t h a t  men outnumber women in  
every  b r a c k e t  up t o  25 y e a r s  of age ,  while  th e  r e v e r s e  ho lds  
t r u e  in  h ighe r  age groups ( Ib id :  64 ) .  Some p o s s i b l e  
e x p l a n a t i o n s  fo r  t h i s  r e v e r s a l  a r e :  (1) d e p l e t i o n  of th e
male p o p u la t io n  because  o f  war — i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  World War 
I I  and th e  1947-49 c i v i l  war; (2) th e  g r e a t e r  e m ig ra t io n  of 
male workers ;  and (3) d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  more males a re  
bo rn ,  fem ales  l i v e  l o n g e r .
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Greece i s  a h ig h ly  homogenous n a t io n :  98 par  c e n t  of
th e  p o p u la t io n  i s  e t h n i c a l l y  Greek f o r  whom modern Greek i s  
th e  f i r s t  language .  There a re  two b a s ic  forms of  Greek
language:  Demotiki and Katharevousa,  Demotiki i s  and
always has been th e  pop u la r  language ,  th e  language spoken by 
th e  peop le ,  Katharevousa which i s  u s u a l l y  co n s id e re d  to  be 
th e  more i n t e l l e c t u a l  language i s  based on a form of 
c l a s s i c a l  Greek, Adamantis Korais  (1748-1833) developed 
Katharevousa dur ing  t h e  Ottoman Empire, Kora is  c r e a t e d
K atharevousa ,  on the  one hand, t o  p u r i f y  th e  language with
th e  hope o f  u n i fy in g  Greeks t o  r i s e  a g a i n s t  th e  Turks .  on 
th e  o th e r  hand, h i s  i n t e n t i o n  was t o  b r in g  Greeks c l o s e r  t o  
t h e i r  c l a s s i c a l  h e r i t a g e  ( I b i d ; 65 -67 ) ,  U n fo r tu n a te ly ,
K atharevousa ,  r a t h e r  th an  becoming a u n i fy in g  element in  
Greek l i f e  became a d i v i s i v e  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e :  over the
y e a rs  t h e  v a r io u s  r u l i n g  governments argued over  which 
should  be the  o f f i c i a l  language and a l s o  s e rv e  as th e  medium 
of e d u c a t io n .  For example, in  1964 th e  Papandreou 
government proclaimed t h a t  Demotiki was t o  be t a u g h t  in  a l l  
s c h o o l s ,  ye t  m a in ta ined  Katharevousa as  the  o f f i c i a l  
language .  The C o lo n e l ’ s Regime ( the  Jun ta )  ov e r tu rn ed  t h i s  
d e c i s io n  e n a c t in g  Katharevousa no t  only  a s  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
language bu t  a l s o  th e  language  of th e  s c h o o l s .  This was 
r e v e r s e d  i n  1976 by th e  Karamanlis  government,  Karamanlis* 
decree was of major s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  f o r  by adop t ing  th e  
demotic form f o r  a l l  s e c u l a r  p u rp o ses ,  he ended f o r  the
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f i r s t  t im e th e  n e c e s s i t y  of  l e a r n i n g  one language f o r  
everyday speech and a n o th e r  f o r  l e a r n e d  d i s c o u r s e  and 
l i t e r a t u r e .
As t h e  above d i s c u s s io n  i n d i c a t e s ,  changes in  the  
o f f i c i a l  language had an impact on th e  s t a t e - r u n  e d u c a t io n  
system. With th e  coming to  power o f  each o f  th e  governments 
and t h e i r  endorsement of  e i t h e r  one or  th e  o th e r  language ,  
a l s o  came a r e v i s i o n  of th e  e d u c a t i o n a l  system. P r i o r  to  
th e  Papandreou government p u b l ic  e d u c a t io n  was compulsory 
only up to  s i x  y e a r s  (Campbell and S h e r ra rd ,  196 8),  
Papandreou*s government,  in  a d d i t i o n  t o  i n c r e a s in g  the  
number of  y ea rs  of compulsory e d u c a t io n  t o  n in e ,  r e v i s e d  the  
e d u c a t i o n a l  c u r r ic u lu m .  The new c u r r ic u lu m  was in te n d e d  to  
be more t e c h n i c a l  and v o c a t io n a l  i n  o r i e n t a t i o n .  However, 
Papandreou*s p r o g re s s iv e  e d u c a t i o n a l  re fo rm s were r e v e r s e d  
in  1967 with  th e  t a k e o v e r  of  Greece by th e  C o lone ls .  During 
th e  l e t t e r ’s r eg im e ,  Katharevousa was r e i n s t i t u t e d ,  
compulusory ed u ca t io n  was reduced zo s i x  y e a r s ,  and 
c l a s s i c a l  s t u d i e s  were once aga in  emphasized over t e c h n i c a l  
and v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g .
The Colonels* e d u c a t i o n a l  system l a s t e d  u n t i l  1976 when 
under the  r u l e  o f  t h e  Karamanlis government,  new s e r i e s  o f  
re fo rm s were announced. The re fo rm s of  t h i s  l a s t  
e d u c a t io n a l  system adopted many of  th e  Papandreou re fo rm s :
(1) compulsory e d u c a t io n  was r e s t o r e d  to  n in e  y e a r s ;  (2) 
emphasis  was p laced  on v o c a t io n a l  and t e c h n i c a l  s k i l l s ;  and
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(3) th e  o v e r a l l  aim was to  make p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n  more 
a c c e s s i b l e  t o  a wider p o p u la t io n  and more r e l e v a n t  to  modern 
s o c i e t y .
D esp i te  th e  e a r l y  a t tem p t  by Papandreou as w el l  as  the  
c u r r e n t  government t o  make p u b l ic  e d u c a t io n  more a c c e s s i b l e ,  
d i s p a r i t i e s  co n t in u e  t o  e x i s t .  F i r s t ,  a t  a l l  e d u c a t i o n a l  
l e v e l s  t h e r e  a re  more males th an  fe m a le s .  In  th e  pr im ary  
and secondary  l e v e l s ,  however,  t h i s  v a r i a t i o n  i s  no t  g r e a t .  
For th e  per iod  1965-1975, t h e  p e r c e n ta g e  of females  in  th e  
primary  l e v e l  was c o n s i s t e n t l y  a t  48 per  c e n t .  The 
p r o p o r t i o n  f o r  th e  secondary  l e v e l  was l e s s  s t a b l e  over t h i s  
t ime p e r iod  but  averaged  41 .5  pe r  c e n t  fem ales  as  opposed to  
58.5 p e r  cen t  males ( S t a t i s t i c a l  Yearbook, Unesco, 1977).  
In p a r t  t h i s  v a r i a t i o n  i s  e x p la in a b le  i n  t h a t  the  p o p u la t io n  
pyramid by age (with fo u r  yea r  i n t e r v a l s )  and sex r e v e a l s  
f o r  1971 t h a t  f o r  eve ry  age group up t o  25 y ea rs  o f  age men 
outnumber women (Keefe,  a t .  a l . , 1977:95) .  At h ig h e r
e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l s ,  t h a t  i s ,  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and h ig h e r  
n o n - u n i v e r s i t y  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  women d id  no t  compose even 
o n e - t h i r d  of  th e  s t u d e n t  p o p u la t io n .  This d i s p a r i t y  i s  
l a r g e l y  accounted  f o r  by th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  in  th e  l a r g e r  
p o p u la t io n  s i n c e ,  a s  mentioned above, men outnumber women in  
a l l  t h e  age b r a c k e t s  up t o  25 y ea rs  o f  age.
Moreover, t h e r e  a r e  r e g i o n a l  d i s p a r i t i e s :  " R e s id e n ts
of C e n t r a l  Greece and e s p e c i a l l y  th e  nomgs (department)  of 
Athens,  which in c lu d e s  g r e a t e r  Athens, had th e  most numerous
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8e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  Both i n  t h e  e a r l y  1960*s and the  
e a r ly  1970’ s  g r e a t e r  Athens* r e s i d e n t s  had fo u r  t im es  more 
e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  than  d id  r e s i d e n t s  o f  Thrace ,  th e  
r eg io n  t h a t  c o n t in u o u s ly  ra n k s  th e  l a s t  in  e d u c a t i o n a l  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s "  ( I b i d : 95 ) .  Secondary s c h o o ls  a s  w el l  as  
h ig h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  in  urban 
a r e a s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Athens and S a lo n ic a .  Given th e  f a c t  t h a t  
r u r a l  p u p i l s  must overcome more d i f f i c u l t i e s  ( e . g . ,  
economic) (Dimaki, 1976:386) one would expec t  t h a t  fewer o f  
th e s e  s t u d e n t s  would go on f o r  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n .  Yet,  
du r ing  th e  1969-70 academic y ea r  t h e  l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  c a te g o ry  
of u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  ( r u r a l - u r b a n  by o c c u p a t i o n ) , t h a t  i s ,  
20,518 o r  20 per  c e n t  out o f  76 ,181 ,  were from r u r a l  or  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  backgrounds (Keefe, e t .  a l . , 1977:95) .
Furtherm ore once e n r o l l e d  th e  academic performance o f  the  
r u r a l  s t u d e n t  was h ig h e r  than  th e  urban s tu d e n t  (Dimaki, 
1976; Keefe,  e t -  a l . , 1977).  The r e l a t i v e l y  high
p rece n tag e  of  r u r a l  s t u d e n t s  i n  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  can be 
b e t t e r  unders tood  i n  te rm s of c u l t u r a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  and 
p u r s u i t  of  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y .  As a n a t i o n ,  Greeks a t t a c h  
g r e a t  importance t o  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  (Dimaki, 1976; Keefe,  
e t .  a l . , 1977; Campbell and S h e r ra rd ,  1968). People o f  a l l  
c l a s s e s  i n s t i l l  w i th in  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t h e  value of  be ing  a 
l e a r n e d  p e rso n .  Apart  from t h i s  c u l t u r a l  b e l i e f ,  i s  the  
awareness  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n a l  su cces s  i n c r e a s e s  s o c i a l  m o b i l i ty  
and d e te rm in es  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n .
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RGreece i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a dual  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  
system, one in  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  th e  o th e r  i n  t h e  c i t y .  In 
r u r a l  a r e a s ,  t h e  average  v i l l a g e  c o n s i s t s  of t h r e e  s o c i a l  
s t r a t a :  "(1)  upper l e v e l  — most p rosperous  f a rm e r s ,  l a r g e
s t o r e k e e p e r s ,  merchants and p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  i . e . ,  t e a c h e r s ,  
d o c to r s  and government o f f i c i a l s ;  (2) middle l e v e l  — most 
o f  t h e  farm owners, sm a l l  s t o r e k e e p e r s  and th e  few s k i l l e d  
workers t h a t  r e s i d e  i n  th e  v i l l a g e ;  and (3) lower l e v e l  — 
p r o p e r t y l e s s  farm l a b o r e r s ,  m en ta l ly  r e t a r d e d  and 
e m o t io n a l ly  d i s t u r b e d ;  and th o s e  who have been d ishonored"  
(Keefe,  e t .  a l . ,  1977:90) .
Drban a r e a s  a r e  a l s o  composed o f  t h r e e  major s o c i a l  
s t r a t a :  "(1) upper c l a s s  — b an k e rs ,  b ig  m erchan ts ,
shipowners  and i n d u s t r i a l i s t s ;  a l s o  in c lu d ed  a re  a few 
wealthy and s u c c e s s f u l  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ;
(2) middle c l a s s  — p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  s e n i o r  o f f i c i a l s ,  
e x e c u t i v e s  and l e s s e r  e n t r e p r e n e u r s .  A lower d i v i s i o n  
w i th in  t h e  middle i s  composed o f  c i v i l  s e r v a n t s ,  
sh o p k eep ers ,  sm all  merchants  and c ra f t sm en ;  and (3) lower 
c l a s s  — l a b o r e r s ,  f a c t o r y  workers and domestic  s e r v a n t s "  
(Keefe, e t .  a l . , 1977:90) .
In both  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  sys tem s ,  th e  major d e te rm in a n t s  
o f  s o c i a l  c l a s s  a r e :  o c c u p a t io n ,  p ro p e r ty  and e d u c a t io n .
However, t h e r e  a re  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  how th e s e  d e te rm in a n t s  
o p e ra t e  w i th in  t h e s e  two s o c i a l  sys tem s.  They a r e  l e s s  
e a s i l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f o r  r u r a l  d w e l l e r s .  The Greek
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c o u n t ry s id e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  undergoing r a p i d  changes.  F i r s t ,  
p ro p e r ty  a l though  s t i l l  va lued  has l o s t  t h e  s o c i a l  u t i l i t y  
i t  once had ,  p r i m a r i l y  because la n d  f ra g m e n ta t io n  has 
d im in ished  i t s  r o l e  as  an in s t ru m e n t  of  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y .  
P ro p e r ty  has  been r e p la c e d  by e d u c a t io n  as  t h e  primary 
v e h i c l e  f o r  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y .  Educa t ion  i s  now seen  by 
a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s  a s  th e  main means by which to  improve c l a s s  
s t a t u s  as  w el l  as a way out o f  t h e  h a rsh  and unrewarding 
p ea san t  l i f e .  V i l l a g e r s  imbue t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
t h e i r  s o n s ,  with h igh  e d u c a t i o n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s .  For them, a 
c o l l e g e  degree s i g n i f i e s  an e a s i e r  l i f e  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n :  
an urban l i f e  p ro v id in g  more a m e n i t i e s  as w e l l  as a h ig h e r  
s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n .  Second, by e d u c a t in g  one son ,  th e  v i l l a g e r  
i s  a b le  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  h i s  lan d  among fewer o f f s p r i n g ,  th u s  
a t t e n t u a t i n g  th e  p ro ce s s  o f  e x t e n s i v e  land  f ra g m e n ta t io n .  
This  works to  t h e  b e n e f i t  of th e  rem ain ing  c h i l d r e n ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  the  s o n ( s ) ,  who i n h e r i t  a l a r g e r  p o r t i o n  of  l a n d ,  
enhancing t h e i r  s t a t u s  as  la n d  owners.
In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  l e s s e r  f r a g m e n ta t io n  of land i n c r e a s e s  
th e  s i z e  of land  h o ld in g s  in  th e  t h e  d a u g h t e r ’s dowry - -  a 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  c o n fe r r e d  upon th e  f a t h e r  — 
which u s u a l ly  c o n s i s t s  of l a n d ,  house and money. While th e  
dowry system in s u r e s  t h e  maintenance o f  a women's s t a t u s ,  i t  
a l s o  impedes th e  i n c e n t i v e  f o r  a woman t o  pursue a c o l l e g e  
ed u c a t io n  because i t  r e i n f o r c e s  a t r a d i t i o n a l  means by which 
female s t a t u s  i s  a t t a i n e d .  Another reason  why few v i l l a g e  
women e n r o l l  in  h ighe r  e d u c a t io n  i s  t h a t  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l
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va lues  o f  t h e  c o u n t ry s id e  r e s t r i c t  her  from le a v in g  the  
home. While the  dowry system may be i n t e r p r e t e d  as 
m a in ta in ing  i n e q u a l i t y  between th e  s e x e s ,  a t  the  same time 
i t  g iv e s  women with independen t  r e s o u r c e s  a s t r o n g e r  vo ice  
in  t h e  economic d e c i s io n s  of her  new n u c l e a r  fam ily  (Dimen 
and F r i e d l  e d s . , 1976).
In  urban a r e a s  a c c e s s  to  h ig h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  fo l low s  a p a t t e r n  t y p i c a l  of more 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y  advanced s o c i e t i e s :  t h e  most im p o r tan t
de te rm in an t  of  access  t o  educa t ion  i s  c l a s s :  " . . . t h e r e  i s
no doubt t h a t  c h i ld r e n  from upper and middle c l a s s  f a m i l i e s  
do have more e d u c a t i o n a l  advan tages  and g r e a t e r  a c ce s s  t o  
the e d u c a t i o n a l  system. During th e  1960*s one s tudy  showed 
t h a t  working c l a s s  c h i l d r e n  had t e n  t im e s  l e s s  s t a t i s t i c a l  
chances o f  e n t e r i n g  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  than  did upper c l a s s  
c h i ld re n "  (Keefe,  e t .  a l . ,  1977:95).
As t h e  above d i s c u s s io n  i n d i c a t e s ,  r e s i d e n c e  and s o c i a l  
c l a s s  a f f e c t  access  t o  e d u c a t io n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  The 
o v e r a l l  t r e n d  i s  t h a t  h ig h e r  c l a s s e s  have more o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
to  e d u c a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  Yet th e  r u r a l - u r b a n  dichotomy 
cu t s  a c r o s s  c l a s s  l i n e s .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t h i s  does not hold  
f o r  women: a t  a l l  s o c i a l  l e v e l s  women’ s acce ss  to
e d u c a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  i s  lower than  men’ s :  "As i n d i c a t e d
by th e  d a t a ,  r e l e v a n t  sex i n e q u a l i t y  i s  more pronounced in  
th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c l a s s  as  compared with a l l  o th e r  c l a s s e s ,  
whereas i n  th e  upper ,  th e  middle and th e  working c l a s s  one
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women e n t e r s  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  f o r  eve ry  two men ( r a t i o :  
1 :2 ) ,  in  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c l a s s  th e  r a t i o  i s  1 :3 ” (Dimaki, 
1976:389) .
FAMILY
In r e l a t i o n  to  o t h e r  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  th e  f am i ly  i s  
one of t h e  most im p o r ta n t  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  Greek 
s o c i e ty  (Campbell, 1964; Campbell and S h e r r a rd ,  1968: 
Boulay, 1976; and Kenna, 1976). There a r e  s e v e r a l  ty p e s  of 
fam ily  s t r u c t u r e s ,  e . g . ,  n u c l e a r ,  extended as  w e l l  as  
p a t ronage ,  and in  va ry in g  deg rees  each o f  t h e s e  u n i t s  
c o n t r i b u t e s  to  th e  p e r p e t u a t i o n  of  th e  s o l i d a r i t y  of the
fam ily .  Yet,  th e  most im p o r ta n t  ty p e  of f a m i l i a l  s t r u c t u r e  
and th e  one which i s  t h e  focus  o f  t h i s  d i s c u s s io n  i s  th e
n u c lea r  f a m i ly .
The n u c l e a r  fam ily  in  Greece,  a l th o u g h  s i m i l a r  to  
western s o c i e t i e s  in  t h a t  i t  c o n s i s t s  o f  husband,  wife and 
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  d i f f e r s  from th e  w estern  co n cep t io n  in  a 
number o f  ways. In  e s sen c e ,  th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  between Greek
and western  n u c l e a r  f a m i l i e s  a r i s e  ou t  of  th e  n a tu re  of  the
Greek fam i ly  as w el l  a s  th e  c u l t u r a l  i d e a s  su r ro u n d in g  and 
governing t h e  a t t i t u d e s  and b e h a v io r  o f  f am i ly  members. 
F i r s t ,  u n l ik e  most western  s o c i e t i e s ,  in  Greece no one 
i n d i v i d u a l  s t a n d s  a lo n e .  The id e a  of " . . . t h e  in d e p e n d e n t ,  
unmarried,  c h i l d l e s s  a d u l t ,  s t a n d in g  a p a r t  from the  fam ily  
does no t  e x i s t "  (Keefe, e t .  a l . ,  1977 :71) .  More a p p r o p r i a t e
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t o  Greek s o c i e ty  i s  t h a t  one d e r iv e s  t h e  concep t  of  s e l f ,  
s o c i a l  i d e n t i t y  from membership in  a p a r t i c u l a r  f am i ly .  In 
t h i s  way, th e n ,  an i n d i v i d u a l ’s r e p u t a t i o n ,  s e l f - r e s p e c t  and 
i d e n t i t y  i s  p a r t l y  de te rm ined  by t h e  behav io r  and r e p u t a t i o n  
o f  o th e r  fam ily  members. I n  t u r n ,  th e  i n d i v i d u a l ’s  b eh av io r  
a f f e c t s  t h e  f a m i l y ’ s r e p u t a t i o n ,  i n t e g r i t y ,  p r e s t i g e ,  
s t a t u s  — in  s h o r t ,  t h e  f a m i l y ’s  p h i lo t im o  (honor) in  the  
community. Campbell s u c c i n t l y  d e f i n e s  fam ily  honor a s :  
" O b je c t iv e ly ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  honour i s  an a s p e c t  o f  the  
i n t e g r i t y  and s o c i a l  worth o f  t h e  f am i ly  as  t h i s  i s  judged 
by th e  community; s u b j e c t i v e l y  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  moral 
s o l i d a r i t y  of  the  f a m i l y ,  an i d e a l  c i r c l e  must be defended 
a g a i n s t  any v i o l a t i o n  by o u t s i d e r s "  (1964:193).
The concept  of honor and i t s  importance to  Greek 
f a m i l i e s ,  can be unders tood  b e t t e r  in  r e l a t i o n  t o  a n o th e r  
c u l t u r a l  i d e a ,  s ymferonda ( s e l f - i n t e r e s t s ) . I t  has a l r e a d y  
been e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  honor i s  i n t e g r a l  to  t h e  f a m i ly .  
There a r e  a v a r i e t y  o f  ways in which f a m i l i e s  e i t h e r  l o s e  or  
m ain ta in  honor.  one way to  r e t a i n  honor i s  t h e  f a m i l y ' s  
a b i l i t y  to s u c c e s s f u l l y  a t t a i n  commonly sought a f t e r  g o a l s  
(sym feronda) , e . g . ,  s e c u re  a good job  or  a l a r g e  h a r v e s t ;
send ing  a c h i ld  on f o r  h ig h e r  ed u c a t io n  and th e  l i k e .  Kenna 
n o te s  in  th e  fo l lo w in g  passage  how symfer o nda 
( s e l f - i n t e r e s t s )  a r e  r e a l i z e d  r e l a t i v e  to  o th e r  f a m i l i e s  in  
t h e  community:
Each n u c lea r  f am i ly  r e g a rd s  i t s e l f  a s  a u n i t  with 
i t s  own s p e c i f i c  i n t e r e s t s .  c o o p e ra t io n  with 
o th e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  and f a m i l i e s  may h e lp  to  achieve
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t h e s e  a ims,  but h e l p f u l n e s s  and a l t r u i s m  never 
dominate s e l f - i n t e r e s t .  As o th e r  f a m i l i e s  a re  
th o u g h t  t o  hold s i m i l a r  aims o f  se l f -advancem en t  
they  a r e  seen  as  p o s s i b l e  t h r e a t s  because  i t  i s  
im p o s s ib le  f o r  everyone to  be s u c c e s s f u l ,  one 
f a m i l y ’s  su c ce s s  in  a l a r g e  h a r v e s t ,  a c h i l d ’s 
su c ce s s  i n  an ex am in a t io n ,  a ccep tan c e  by an 
i n f l u e n t i a l  person o f  a r e q u e s t  t o  s ta n d  as 
koumbaros, n e c e s s a r i l y  r e f l e c t s  on o t h e r  f a m i l i e s  
n o t  so s u c c e s s f u l .  Thus members o f  a fam ily  can 
on ly  be r e a l l y  s u r e  o f  each o th e r  f o r  they  have 
th e  same common g o a l s  (1976:348).
Fam il ies  o f t e n  compete f o r  s i m i l a r  s ymf e ro n da ( in  t h i s  c a se  
Boulays’ more l i t e r a l  t r a n s l a t i o n  " th e  good of th e  group" 
may be more a p p r o p r i a t e ) . The l o y a l t y  of i n d i v i d u a l  fam ily  
members i n  such i n t e r - f a m i l i a l  c o m p e t i t io n ,  a p a r t  from being 
n ecessa ry  a lm os t  assumes t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  a moral code. 
Each fam ily  member i s  m ora l ly  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h i s  o r  her  own 
behav io r ,  t h e  a c t i o n s  of  o t h e r  fam ily  members as  well  as th e  
r e a l i z a t i o n  of t h e i r  symfe ronda ,  which t o g e t h e r  m ain ta in  or  
enhance th e  fam ily  honor.
Thus f a r ,  th e  d i s c u s s i o n  has been g e n e r a l :
d i s t i n c t i o n s  r eg a rd in g  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  b eh a v io r  between th e  
f a m i ly ’ s male and female members have not  been o u t l i n e d .  In 
g en e ra l  t h e  man i s  p h l lo t im o s  (honorable)  and t h e r e f o r e  
r e t a i n s  h i s  f a m i ly ’ s as  w el l  as  h i s  own s e l f  r e s p e c t  by 
reg a rd in g  " . . .  h im se l f  a s  s u b o rd in a t e  to  no one" (Campbell, 
1964:348); by being  a good p r o v id e r ;  by u s in g  h i s  power
over  h i s  fam ily  i n  a j u s t  manner; be ing  courageous in  th e
face  o f  danger ;  and by d e fend ing  th e  r e p u t a t i o n  of o t h e r  
fam ily  members, p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  fem a les ,  when the  s i t u a t i o n  
r e q u i r e s .  Women, on th e  o th e r  hand, a r e  gh i lo im oi
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(honorable) when th e y  a re  o f  modest b e h a v io r ,  t h a t  i s  
possess  nt r o p e , o r  shame. By shame, th e  Greeks mean 
p r im a r i l y  s ex u a l  shame which i s  ep i tom ized  by modesty, 
v i r g i n i t y ,  p a s s i v i t y ,  and u n s e l f i s h  love (Campbell, 1964; 
R o th sch i ld ,  1972).
This  d i s c u s s io n  o f  t h e s e  fem ale  a t t r i b u t e s  should  not 
be i n t e r p r e t e d  as  Greek women having l i t t l e  say in  f am i ly  
m a t te r s .  In  g e n e ra l ,  Greek women, a l though  s u b o rd in a t e  to  
males,  s t i l l  w ie ld  a g r e a t  amount of power. On th e  one 
hand, they  d e r iv e  power to  i n f l u e n c e  d ec is io n -m a k in g ,  as  
s t a t e d  above, from t h e i r  dow ries .  For example, r u r a l  b r i d e s  
who b r in g  land  i n t o  t h e i r  m arr iage  as p a r t  of t h e i r  dow ries ,  
o f t e n  have more i n f lu e n c e  on economic d e c i s io n s  than  t h e i r  
urban c o u n t e r p a r t s  o r  f o r  t h a t  m a t te r  t h e i r  r u r a l  
c o u n t e r p a r t s  who do no t  b r in g  p r o p e r ty .  One rea so n  i s  t h a t  
th e  husband cannot d i sp o s e  of a s p o u s e ’s p ro p e r ty  w i thou t  
her  co n s e n t .  Second, when o n e ' s  l i v e l i h o o d  i s  based on 
lan d ,  a spouse who c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h i s  l i v e l i h o o d  by 
b r in g in g  in  more l a n d  to  be c u l t i v a t e d ,  t h u s  enhancing the  
f a m i l y ' s  s t a n d a rd  o f  l i v i n g ,  has more l e v e r a g e  th an  a spouse 
who does n o t .  F i n a l l y ,  s in c e  a woman's dowry t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
becomes h e r  d a u g h t e r ' s ,  a mother p l a y s  an im p o r ta n t  r o l e  in  
" s e l e c t i n g ’’ the  a p p r o p r i a t e  bridegroom.
In a d d i t i o n  women d e r iv e  some power by p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  
th e  l a b o r  f o r c e .  In  r u r a l  a r e a s  women have always 
c o n t r i b u t e d  by a s s i s t i n g  t h e i r  spouses  in  t h e  f i e l d s .
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sheepherd ing  a s  well  as p re p a r in g  the  d a u g h t e r ' s  t r o u s s e a u .  
In  c i t i e s  and towns women p r i o r  t o  1950 p r im a r i l y  worked in  
t h e  home a t  such t a s k s  as  weaving, embroidery,  rugmafcing and 
as s e a m s t re s se s -  However, s i n c e  the  1 9 5 0 's  women's 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  work in c re a s e d  g r a d u a l ly :  "In
1961 and 1971 women c o n s t i t u t e d  a lmost  o n e - t h i r d  of  the  
i n d u s t r i a l  work f o r c e s "  (Keefe, e t .  a l - ,  1977 :79) .  Another 
area  with a h ig h  c o n c e n t r a t io n  o f  women i s  th e  t e a c h in g  
p ro fe s s io n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  pr im ary  and secondary  l e v e l s .  
O ff ic e s  and shops ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  l a r g e  m e t ro p o l i t a n  
c i t i e s ,  a l s o  employ many women.
The above d i s c u s s io n  i s  im p o r ta n t  i n  t h a t  s in c e  the 
dowry system i s  s lowly  d i s a p p e a r in g ,  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  in  the 
fam ily  may be a f f e c t e d .  The s u p p o s i t io n  i s  t h a t  in  the  
f u tu r e  a woman's s a l a r y  may become a s u b s t i t u t e  o r  
eq u iv a le n t  to  h e r  dowry, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  th e  c a s e s  where the  
women r e t a i n s  th e  r i g h t  to  d ec ide  how i t  i s  t o  be used.
GREEK CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM
Greek law c l a s s i f i e s  c r i m i n a l  v i o l a t i o n s  i n t o  t h r e e  
c a t e g o r i e s :  (1) f e l o n i e s  ( e . g . ,  t r e a s o n ,  murder ,  ro b b e ry ,
rap e ,  t h e f t ,  e t c . ) ,  (2) misdemeanors ( p e t ty  t h e f t ,  b a t t e r y ,  
c r im in a l  de fam ation  and th e  l i k e )  and (3) minor o f f e n s e s  
( d i s o rd e r ly  conduc t  and d r u n k e n e s s ) . The s e v e r i t y  of the  
sen tence  imposed i s  commensurate with th e  s e r i o u s n e s s  of  the 
o f fense  committed as de te rm ined  by Greek s o c i e t y .
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Punishment o f  f e l o n i e s  range from th e  dea th  p e n a l t y ,  which 
has  not  been imposed f o r  many y e a r s ,  to  i n c a r c e r a t i o n  in  a 
p e n i t e n t i a r y  f o r  over  f i v e  y e a r s .  Misdemeanors are  
pun ishab le  by a f i n e  or imprisonment up t o  f i v e  y e a r s ,  
whereas minor o f f e n d e r s  a re  e i t h e r  d e t a in e d  f o r  a s h o r t  
per iod  of t im e o r  f in e d .
Law enforcem ent  i n  Greece i s  c a r r i e d  ou t  by N a t iona l  
P o l ice  Forces  a l l  o f  which a r e  governed by th e  M in is t ry  Of 
P u b l ic  Order with i t s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  in  Athens. The two 
Branches o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  P o l i c e  Forces  p r im a r i l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  m a in t ian in g  law and o rd e r  a r e  t h e  Gendarmerie and the  
C i ty  P o l i c e .  While t h e  f o r m e r ' s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i s  over  fo u r  
of G re ec e 's  m e t ro p o l i t a n  c i t i e s  (Athens,  P i r a e u s ,  P a t r a s  and 
C orfu ) ,  t h e  l a t t e r  p r e s i d e s  over  th e  rem ain ing  a r e a s .  In  
essence bo th  b ranches  have s i m i l a r  d u t i e s :  c r im in a l
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  law enforcem ent and o r d e r ,  and t r a f f i c  
c o n t r o l .  However, i n  th e  p a s t  and e s p e c i a l l y  p r i o r  to  the  
fo rm ation  of  th e  S p e c ia l  S e c u r i ty  Groups which took  on some 
of th e  G en d a rm e r ie 's  d u t i e s ,  t h e  Gendarmerie had a much 
wider range o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  th an  th o se  performed by O.S. 
p o l ic e  u n i t s -  one such duty was th e  enforcem ent of  p u b l i c  
h e a l th  and s a n i t a t i o n  r e g u l a t i o n s  and th e  p re v e n t io n  o f  the  
spread  o f  c o n ta g io u s  d i s e a s e s  (Keefe, e t .  a l - ,  1977:229),
Apart from the  Gendarmerie and th e  C i ty  P o l i c e ,  o th e r  
u n i t s  which perform p o l i c e  d u t i e s  a r e :  F o r e s t  P o l i c e ,
T o u r i s t  P o l i c e ,  Custom Guards, Agrarian P o l i c e  and the
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Specia l  S e c u r i t y  Groups. The l a t t e r ,  formed i n  1976, i n  
ad d i t io n  to  t a k in g  on some of  the  G endarm erie’ s d u t i e s ,  
dea ls  p r im a r i l y  with  c o u n t e r f e i t i n g  and w h i t e - c o l l a r  c r im e .
Women’ s p o s i t i o n  in  law enforcement i s  a t  most minimal. 
Except f o r  a few women in  an a u x i l i a r y  c a p a c i t y ,  t h a t  i s  
c l e r i c a l  p o s i t i o n s ,  o r  a s s ig n ed  t o  the  c a re  and hand l ing  o f  
women, law enforcement i s  p redom ina te ly  c a r r i e d  out  by
males..
A r r e s t s  a re  u s u a l ly  made th rough  t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  a 
j u d i c i a l  w a r ra n t :  e x c e p t io n s  a r e  i n s t a n c e s  where p o l i c e
a r r e s t  p e r so n s  i n  t h e  a c t  of committing the  o f f e n s e .
Although n o t  very  common in  p r a c t i c e ,  Greek law does 
recognize  c i t i z e n ’ s a r r e s t .  once a w a r ra n t  i s  i s s u e d ,
su sp e c ts  must be a r r a ig n e d  w i th in  tw e n ty - f o u r  hours b e fo r e
an examining m a g i s t r a t e ,  who i s  o b l ig e d ,  w i th in  th r e e  t o  
f i v e  days, e i t h e r  t o  r e l e a s e  t h e  s u s p e c t  o r  i s s u e  an a r r e s t  
warrant f o r  imprisonment pending t r i a l .  At t h i s  time th e  
su sp e c t ,  u n le s s  i n d i c t e d  f o r  a major c r i m i n a l  a c t ,  has the
r i g h t  to  p o s t  b a i l .  I f  b a i l  i s  not  p o s te d ,  t h e  su sp ec t  may
l e g a l l y  be d e ta in e d  up to  n in e  months? and in  some c a s e s  
where s p e c i a l  c o u r t  pe rm iss ion  has been o b ta i n e d ,  up to  18 
months.
Afte r  an a r r e s t  i s  made, t h e  p o l i c e  with the  a s s i s t a n c e  
of t h e  p u b l ic  p ro s e c u to r  conduct a p r e l im in a ry  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  At th e  end of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  a l l
p e r t i n e n t  m a t e r i a l s ,  documents and f i n d i n g s  a r e  tu rned  over
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t o  c o u r t  a u t h o r i t i e s  who s e t  th e  t r i a l  d a t e .
I t  shou ld  be mentioned t h a t  d u r ing  t h e  i n i t i a l  s t a g e s  
of  t h e  p r e l im in a ry  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  p ro s e c u to r  i s  o b l ig e d  
to  in form  s u s p e c t s  of  t h e i r  r i g h t s ,  o b ta in  a s ig n e d  
s ta te m e n t  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  as w el l  as inform them on the  
ex a c t  n a t u r e  of th e  c h a rg e s .  When so informed th e  accused  
pe rsons  may e i t h e r  engage law yers  o r  defend  them se lves .  The 
a c c u s e d ' s  p le a  must be subm it ted  w i th in  48 hours  a f t e r  the  
a r r e s t  r e g a r d l e s s  of  whether h e / sh e  o p ts  fo r  
s e l f - r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .
C our ts  a t  v a r io u s  l e v e l s  han d le  a d u l t  s u s p e c t s  
a c co rd in g  to  t h e  s e v e r i t y  of t h e  c r i m i n a l  a c t  committed. 
The 360 j u s t i c e  o f  peace c o u r t s  and t h e  48 m a g i s t r a t e s  
fe i r i no th e k e io n ) a re  th e  low es t  c o u r t s  in  th e  c r i m i n a l  
j u s t i c e  system: minor c i v i l  o f f e n s e s  a r e  b rought  to  th e
former whereas th e  l a t t e r  h e a r s  minor c r im in a l  c a s e s .  
M a g is t r a te  and j u s t i c e  o f  peace c o u r t s  a r e  p re s id e d  over by 
a s i n g l e  m a g i s t r a t e  who imposes s h o r t  j a i l  t e rm s ,  f i n e s  or  
both .  Higher than  t h e s e  c o u r t s  a r e  t h e  48 c o u r t s  of f i r s t  
i n s t a n c e  (p ro to th e k e io n ) which handle th e  bulk of c i v i l  and 
c r im i n a l  misdemeanors;  and th e  a s s i z e  c o u r t s  
(kakour th i ke ion ) which p rocess  f e l o n i e s .  F i r s t  i n s t a n c e  
c o u r t s  a r e  p re s id ed  over  by one,  two o r  t h r e e  ju d g e s ,  
whereas i n  the  a s s i z e  c o u r t s  c a s e s  a r e  heard  by ju d g e s ,  
(one, two, o r  th re e )  a s  w e l l  as j u r o r s .  The a d u l t  s u s p e c t  
found g u i l t y  by th e  c o u r t s  i s  s e n ten c ed  to  a f i n e  or
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im prisonm ent.  Appeals a r e  handled by th e  e lev en  c o u r t s  of  
appea l  l e f e t e i o n ) which i n  some e x c e p t i o n a l  ca ses  a l s o  
fu n c t io n  as t r i a l  c o u r t s .  F i n a l l y ,  a p p e a l s  from the c o u r t  
of  a p p e a l s  on m a t te r s  concern ing  p o in t  of law a r e  d i r e c t e d  
t o  t h e  Supreme Court fAreopagus) (Zepos, 1974:221-229).
GEEEK 2 ENAL SYSTEM
Greece has a t o t a l  o f  23 p r i s o n s ,  o f  which only one i s  
a women's p r i s o n .  The rem ain ing  22 a r e  male c u s t o d i a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  which t h r e e  a r e  work fa rm s ,  s i x  a r e  c e n t r a l ,  
c lo se d  p e n i t e n t i a r i e s  and 13 a r e  t h i k a s t i k e s ,  which se rv e  as  
d i s t r i c t  p r i s o n s  as w el l  as  d e t e n t i o n  c e n t e r s  f o r  th o s e  
aw a i t in g  t r i a l .  Other pen a l  f a c i l i t i e s  in c lu d e  p r i s o n  
h o s p i t a l s ,  s a n i to r iu m s ,  r e f o r m a t o r i e s ,  and t r a i n i n g  sc h o o ls  
f o r  j u v e n i l e s .
A f te r  s e rv in g  t w o - t h i r d s  of t h e i r  sen tence  p r i s o n e r s  
may p e t i t i o n  f o r  p a r o l e .  The on ly  e x c e p t io n s  t o  t h i s  a re  
th o se  whose s e n ten c e s  a r e  under one y e a r ,  o r  f o r  l i f e .  
While th e  former never  q u a l i f y  f o r  p a r o l e  the l a t t e r  may 
p e t i t i o n  a f t e r  com plet ing  20 y e a r s .  O f fen d e rs  i n i t i a t e  the  
p ro ce s s ;  t h e  s o c i a l  worker a s s ig n ed  to  the  case then  
p re p a re s  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  (ek t h ^ s i s ) . Such a p p l i c a t i o n s  a re  
reviewed by a p a ro le  boa rd ,  which i s  composed of the  p r i s o n  
d o c to r ,  d i r e c t o r ,  and a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c t o r ,  and the  f i v e  or 
s i x  p u b l i c  p r o s e c u to r s ,  whose membership i s  on a r o t a t i n g  
b a s i s .  A d e c i s i o n ,  whether  a f f i r m i t i v e  o r  n e g a t iv e ,  i s
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handed down to  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  who in  tu r n  
in fo rm s  th e  inmate .  P a ro le e s  a r e  s u b j e c t  to  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  
which i f  v i o l a t e d  l e a d  to  th e  r e v o c a t io n  o f  p a r o l e .  The 
e x - p a r o le e  would th en  se rv e  t h e  remaining  p a r t  of the 
s e n te n c e  in  p r i s o n .
Apart from p a ro le  i s  t h e  system of h a r e e (p a rd o n ) . A 
pardon i s  simply th e  " r e m i s s s io n ,  p a r t i a l  or  t o t a l ,  o f  the  
punishment imposed" (Penal Code, 1973:28) .  Inmates 
r e q u e s t i n g  a pardon fo l lo w  th e  same procedure  o u t l i n e d  above 
f o r  p a r o l e .  The only  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  t h a t  a f t e r  p a s s in g  th e  
p a r o le  board the  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  subm it ted  to  th e  P r e s id e n t  
o f  t h e  H e l l e n ic  R epub l ic ,  who e i t h e r  a c c e p ts  o r  d en ie s  the  
p e t i t i o n .
volume Q l CRIME
Before  p r e s e n t in g  d a ta  on t h e  volume of cr ime the  
r e a d e r  shou ld  be in fo rm ed  on th e  n a tu re  of Greek c r im in a l  
s t a t i s t i c s .  In a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  g e n e ra l  u n r e l i a b i l i t y  of 
c r i m i n a l  s t a t i s t i c s ,  (S u th e r lan d  and Cressey ,  1960:27) Greek 
s t a t i s i t c s  have t h e i r  own l i m i t a t i o n s  and d i s a d v a n ta g e s .  
F i r s t ,  c r im in a l  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  only f o r  the  
fo l lo w in g  y e a r s :  1911-1913, 1926-1937, 1939-1940, and 1957
up t o  th e  p r e s e n t .  Second, g iven  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were i n  cha rge  o f  c o l l e c t i n g  and p u b l i s h in g  
c r i m i n a l  s t a t i s t i c s ,  t h e  da ta  f o r  t h e  above y ea rs  were not 
g a th e re d  in  a uniform manner. I t  was on ly  in  1960, when th e
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N a t io n a l  s t a t i s t i c a l  S e r v ic e  o f  Greece took  on t h i s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  t h a t  th e  system was s t a n d a r d i z e d  and 
m odif ied .  comparison between y e a rs  i s  im p o s s ib le  p r i o r  to  
1960.
Unlike most o th e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  whose crime r a t e s  e i t h e r  
g r a d u a l ly  i n c r e a s e  or  d e c re a se ,  t h e  crime r a t e  i n  Greece has 
been somewhat v a r i a b l e .  The r a t e  f o r  1960-1974 f l u c t u a t e d  
w i th in  th e  fo l lo w in g  p a ra m e te r s ,  956 and 1,441 c o n v i c t i o n s  
p e r  100,000 i n h a b i t a n t s .  As Table 1 shows t h e  y e a r s  with 
t h e  most pronounced crime r a t e s  were 1972-1974, with 1973 
showing t h e  h ig h e s t  o v e r a l l  r a t e .  During t h i s  p e r io d  
male-female  v a r i a t i o n s  were c o n s i s t e n t ;  f o r  every  e leven  
co n v ic te d  males t h e r e  was only  one co n v ic ted  fem ale .  Notice  
a l s o  t h a t  over  t h e  1960 to  1974 per iod  female  c r i m i n a l i t y  
dec reased  r e l a t i v e  t o  male c r i m i n a l i t y .
This t o p i c  i s  not  d i s c u s s e d  a t  any l e n g th  in  th e  
l i t e r a t u r e  and w i l l  not be d e a l t  with here  e i t h e r ,  given 
t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  to o  many v a r i a b l e s  a t  work, p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  
f a c t  t h a t  over  t h e s e  y e a rs  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c l im a te  of Greece 
has  changed d r a s t i c a l l y ,  from a d i c t a t o r s h i p  to  a democracy. 
Thus, a t  t h i s  t im e ,  any e x p l a n a t io n  o f  t h i s  phenomenon would 
be mere s p e c u l a t i o n .
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Table 1: C r im ina l  S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  1960-1974
Year T o ta l Rate Per  Cent Male Per  Cent Female
C o n v ic t io n s  Per Of T o ta l Of T o ta l
100,000 C onv ic t ions Conv ic t ions
I n h a b i t a n t s
1960 82,649 1,134 87.8 12.2
1965 73,059 972 88.0 12.6
1969 78,886 1,013 89.4 10.6
1970 72,393 928 90.0 10.0
1971 74.789 955 90.0 10.0
1972 102,278 1,301 92.0 8.0
1973 114,248 1,441 92.0 8.0
1974 107,010 1,344 92.0 8.0
S t a t i s t i c s  d e r iv e d  from S t a t i s t i k i  T is  D i k a i o s s i n i s ,
P o l i t i k i s  D i k a i o s s i n i s , E n g lem a to lg g lk ls K&i S o f£ o n is t i j^ i s
( S t a t i s t i e s  o f C i v i l  C o u r ts ,  C r im ina l  C o u r t s  and Penal
I n s t i t u t i o n s ) ; 1968:43; 1974:42.
VARIATIONS ACCORDING TO OFFENSE
A b e t t e r  u n d e rs tan d in g  o f  the  o v e r a l l  p i c t u r e  i s  
ach ieved  when th e  v a r io u s  c a t e g o r i e s  of  c r im e  a re  co n s id e red  
s e p a r a t e l y .  As shown in  Table  2 t h e  l a t e s t  da ta  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  cr im es  a g a i n s t  the  person  account  f o r  15 .6  per  cen t  o f  
a l l  c o n v ic te d  o f f e n s e s  with v i o l a t i o n  o f  t r a f f i c  laws coming 
f i r s t  and be in g  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  26 per c e n t .  V io la t io n s  of  
o th e r  s p e c i a l  pena l  laws a l s o  make up a h igh p r o p o r t i o n ,  
19.3 per c e n t ,  o f  a l l  c o n v ic t e d  o f f e n d e r s .  P ro p e r ty  crime 
o f f e n s e s  c o n s t i t u t e  only a sm a l l  p r o p o r t i o n ,  t h a t  i s  5 .4 per 
ce n t  of a l l  c o n v ic te d  o f f e n d e r s .
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A n a ly s is  of  the  p e r c e n ta g e s  o v e r  t h e  y ea rs  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  p r o p e r ty  cr im es  have c o n s id e r a b ly  d e c re a se d ,  from a 
high 13.4 p e r  c e n t  in  1952 to  5 .4  p e r  cen t  i n  1974, while 
v i o l a t i o n s  of l a b o r  p r o t e c t io n  laws a l s o  dropped, from a 
high of  16.0 pe r  cen t  in  1962 to  5 .7  per  ce n t  in  1974. 
Other o f f e n s e s ,  however, in c r e a s e d  markedly, in  p a r t i c u l a r  
t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s  which have e s c a l a t e d  from a low of 7.3 
per c e n t  in  1970 to  an a l l  t ime high of 26 per  c e n t  in  1974.
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Table  2: P e rcen tag e  o f  Crimes By Offense  C a te g o r i e s
For 19 62-1974
Offense  Year
1962 1965 1968 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974
a g a i n s t  the
person 19.2 19.7 16.2 17 .8  18.3 15 .8  16,3 15.6
a g a i n s t
honor 8 .7  8 .5  5 .9  6.1 5 .7  4 .6  4,1 4.2
a g a i n s t
p ro p e r ty  13.4 11.5 9 .0  8 .6  8.6 6 .4  5 ,7  5,4
a g a i n s t  w e lfa re  
of  th e
community 1 .7  2.1 1 .4  6 .5  6 .2  4 .7  4 .7  6,6
a l l  o th e r  o f f e n s e s  
of  t h e  c r im in a l
code 5 .7  5.4 3 .4  3 .4  3.1 2 .6  2 ,6  1.8
v i o l a t i o n  of
market laws 9 .7  16.0 21.6 22-7 18.9 15 .7  18.5 14.3
v i o l a t i o n  of  l a b o r
p r o t e c t io n
laws 16.0 8.3 8.1 7 .7  7 .2  6 .3  5 .6  5.7
t r a f f i c
v i o l a t i o n s  10.1 10.1 10.7 7 .3  11.7 2 6 .0  24.2 26.0
v i o l a t i o n s  o f  o th e r  
s p e c i a l  pena l
laws 13.3 16.1 18.8 17.2 18.7 16 .9  17.4 19.3
O ffenses  o f  th e  
m a r t i a l  c r im i n a l
code 1 .9  2 .3  4.9 2 .7  1,6 1.0 .9  1.1
T o ta l s  100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
S t a t i s t i c s  d e r iv e d  from S t a t i s t i c s  of  C i v i l  C o u r t s ,  C rim inal  
C our ts  and Pena l  I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  1965:119; 1969:112;
1971:95; 1972:48; and 1974:68.
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As s t a t e d  above men commit more c r im es  th an  women. 
Yet,  th e  e x t e n t  to  which males exceed fem ales  v a r i e s  
accord ing  t o  ty p e  o f  o f f e n s e .  A d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e  data  f o r  
1968, 1970 and 1974 f o l lo w s .  F i r s t ,  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n
cr im es  which a r e  mostly  fem ale  o f f e n s e s  — f o r  example, 
i n f a n t i c i d e ,  where fo u r  of th e  f i v e  pe rsons  i n c a r c e r a t e d  fo r  
t h i s  v i o l a t i o n  in  1968 were fe m a le s .  Although the  1970 and 
1974 da ta  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  o n ly  one person per yea r  was 
c o n v ic te d  f o r  t h i s  o f f e n s e ,  bo th  were fem a les .  Also, women 
appeared t o  be co n v ic ted  more o f t e n  f o r  a d u l t e r y  than were 
men. In  1968 th e  end t o t a l s  were 80 women as opposed to  77 
males ,  in  1970 ou t  of 198 c o n v i c t i o n s  100 were fem ales ;  in  
1974, however t h i s  t r e n d  was r e v e r s e d ,  126 males over 107 
fem a les .  D e sp i te  t h i s  r e v e r s a l ,  t h i s  o f f e n s e  c a te g o ry  i s
one in  which women were h ig h ly  r e p r e s e n t e d .  Another o f f e n s e  
c a teg o ry  with  a m odera te ly  h igh  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of women i s  
i n c e s t .  Of th e  f i v e  c o n v i c t i o n s  i n  1968 f o r  t h i s  o f f e n s e ,  
two were women; in  1970 o f  the  s i x ,  two were fem a les ;
while  in  1974 one ou t  of  th e  t h r e e  were fem ales  ( S t a t i s t i c s  
o f  C i v i l  C o u r t s ,  C r im ina l  c o u r t s  and Penal  I n s t i t u t i o n s ,
1968:53; 1970:51; 1974:54) .
Comparing fem ales  t o  males i n  t h e  rem ain ing  o f f e n s e  
c a t e g o r i e s ,  t h e  d a ta  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  women were more o f t e n  
co n v ic ted  f o r  honor cr imes ( l i b e l ,  s l a n d e r  and c r im i n a l  
defamation) th an  f o r  o th e r  ty p e s  o f  v i o l a t i o n s ,  e . g . ,  b o d i ly  
harm. The 1968 r a t i o  f o r  t h e  former  o f f e n s e  was two males 
f o r  every fem a le ,  the  comparable f i g u r e  f o r  th e  l a t t e r  was
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nine  males f o r  eve ry  fem ale .  While t h e  1970 and 1974 
s t a t i s t i c s  r e v e a l  t h a t  male— female d i f f e r e n c e s  r e g a rd in g  
b o d i ly  harm widen t o  r a t i o s  o f  11:1 and 13 :1 ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  
t h e  r a t i o s  f o r  honor cr im es  f o r  th e s e  same y e a r s  remained 
s t a b l e  a t  2:1 ( S t a t i s t i c s  o f  C i v i l  C o u r ts ,  C r im ina l  C our ts  
and Penal I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  1968:52; 1970:60; 1974:51) .
F i n a l l y ,  th e  d a ta  r e v e a l  t h a t  women were high on
begging and vagrancy: (1) t h e  1968 f i g u r e s  show 117 males
v e rsu s  48 fe m a le s ;  (2) t h e  f i g u r e s  fo r  1970 a re  81 males
over  36 fe m a le s ;  and (3) in  1974 women outnumbered m ales ,
109 as opposed to  96 males ( S t a t i s t i c s  o f  C i v i l  C o u r t s ,  
C r im inal  C our ts  and Penal I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  1968:53; 1970:52;
1974:55) .
regional variations
As in  most c o u n t r i e s ,  th e  v a s t  m a jo r i ty  of  cr im es a re  
committed i n  c i t i e s .  The d a ta  on the  s i z e  o f  the  community 
where th e  cr ime was committed r e v e a l  t h a t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  more 
than  h a l f  o f  a l l  th e  c o n v ic te d  committed t h e i r  o f f e n s e s  i n  
c i t i e s ,  d e s ig n a te d  as  a r e a s  with  10,000 i n h a b i t a n t s  o r  more. 
The d a ta  a l s o  r e v e a l  t h a t  over  th e  years  cr ime in  th e  c i t i e s  
i s  i n c r e a s i n g  s t e a d i l y .  In  1965, 5 8.5 per  c e n t  of a l l
co n v ic ted  c r i m i n a l s  committed t h e i r  o f f e n s e  in  th e  c i t y .  
(In  comparison 53 per  c e n t  of  th e  Greek p o p u la t io n  l i v e  in  
c i t i e s . )  The comparable f i g u r e  f o r  1974 was 62,8 per  c e n t .  
That  c i t y  c r im es  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g  may r e f l e c t  t h e  f a c t  th a n
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they  a r e e x p e r ie n c in g  an in c r e a s e  in  p o p u la t i o n ,  r a t h e r  th an
a r e a l  i n c r e a s e  in  crime •
Table 3: P e rcen tag e  of Crimes By S ize  of  the Community
in  Which t h e  Offense was Committed
Year S ize o f  t h e  Community
10,000 i n h a b i t a n t s under 10,000 unknown a r e a s .
o r  more i n h a b i t a n t s p u b l ic  s t r e e t s
or  highways
1965 58.5 36.5 4.9
1969 59. 1 35.1 5.8
1970 55.4 36.9 7 .7
1971 56. 1 37.0 6.9
1972 56.5 34,5 9.0
1973 61.6 29.9 8.5
1974 62.8 27.4 9,8
S t a t i s t i c s  d e r iv e d  from S t a t i s t i c s  of c i v i l  C o u r ts ,  C r im ina l  
C our ts  and Penal  I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  1974:44.
The l a t e s t  a v a i l a b l e  s t a t i s t i c s  on t h e  o f f e n d e r s '  p la ce  
of r e s id e n c e  c l o s e l y  p a r a l l e l s  th e  p a t t e r n  i n d i c a t e d  above: 
66 per  c e n t  of a l l  c o n v ic te d  o f f e n d e r s  r e s id e d  in  
communities o f  10,000 i n h a b i t a n t s  o r  more, and 32 per c e n t  
were i n h a b i t a n t s  of a r e a s  under 10,000. The remaining two 
per  c e n t  comprised f o r e i g n e r s ,  o r  those  whose r e s id e n c e  was 
undetermined .
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M E  a n d  ç r i m n a l i t y
The d a t a  provided by t h e  N a t iona l  S t a t i s t i c a l  S e rv ic e  
of  Greece concern ing  t h e  age o f  c o n v ic te d  c r im i n a l s  i s
somewhat in a d e q u a te .  The S e rv ic e  modif ied  t h e  age i n t e r v a l s  
over  t h e  y e a r s .  For example, while i t  c u r r e n t l y  d e s ig n a t e s  
18-20 a s  one age b r a c k e t ,  i n  t h e  p a s t  th e  b r a c k e t  18-19 was 
a s e p a r a t e  i n t e r v a l .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  new age b r a c k e t s ,
l i k e  th o s e  o f  th e  p a s t ,  a r e  n o t  of  uniform w idth .  As Table
4 r e v e a l s  th e  i n t e r v a l  was th e  same only  in  t h r e e
c a t e g o r i e s :  30-34, 25-29 and 13-17. Of t h e  t h r e e  the  30-34
age group had th e  h ig h e s t  c o n v ic te d  o f f e n d e r s .  However th e  
age group w ith  the  maximum degree  of c r i m i n a l i t y  was t h e  
35-44 i n t e r v a l .
Table 4: D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  C r im ina l  C o n v ic t io n s  by Age
f o r  1970-1974
Age Year
1970 1971 1972 1973 1974
Op to  12 .4 .4 .3 -3 . 2
13-17 3.0 3 .8 5.1 4 .6 4-1
18-20 3.5 4 .4 7 ,5 7 .7 8.1
21-24 7.5 7 .8 8.9 8 .7 9.2
25-29 11.6 11.9 13.4 13.6 13.8
30-34 14. 1 13.5 12.3 11-8 11.8
35-44 27.6 26 .8 24.4 24.4 24.3
45-59 22.3 21.5 19.2 19.8 20.0
60 and above 7.7 7 .3 6.3 6 .0 6.1
unknown 2.3 2 .6 2 .6 3.1 2.4
T o ta l s 100.0 100.0 100.0 100. 0 1
S t a t i s t i c s  de r iv ed  from S t a t i s t i c s  o f  C i v i l  C o u r t s ,  C r im ina l  
Cour ts  and pena l  I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  1974:45.
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The lower age groups,  under 24 y ea rs  o f  age,  as well  a s  
th e  h i g h e s t ,  60 y ea rs  o f  age and o ld e r ,  were th e  i n t e r v a l s  
with th e  l e a s t  amount of c r i m i n a l i t y .  C onverse ly ,  th e  
i n t e r v a l s  with  t h e  h ig h e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  were 35-44 and 
45-59.  Yet t h e  h igh  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  co n v ic ted  o f f e n d e r s  i n  
both of  t h e s e  age groups may be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  th e  width o f  
• t h e i r  i n t e r v a l s ,  which in  th e  former spans  over  n in e  yea rs  
and in  the  l a t t e r  over  14 y e a r s .
Also no teworthy  in  t h e  d a t a  above was t h a t  in  Greece
th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  c o n v i c t i o n s  was skewed toward age groups
over  25 y e a r s  o f  age ,  whereas in  t h e  United S t a t e s  
c o n v ic t io n s  a r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  in  t h e  lower age b r a c k e t s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  t e e n s .
OCCUPATIONAL VARIATIONS
O ccu p a t io n a l  c a t e g o r i e s ,  l i k e  t h e  age i n t e r v a l s ,  were 
modif ied  over  th e  y e a r s .  The l a t e s t  reg roup ing  o f  
occupa t ions  o ccu rred  in  1969. Because of  t h i s ,  d a ta  w i l l  be 
p re se n ted  only  f o r  1970 to  1974. Also,  th e  N at iona l  
S t a t i s t i c a l  S e r v i c e ' s  c l a s s i f y i n g  system, a l th o u g h  p rov id ing  
u s e fu l  i n f o rm a t io n ,  i s  somewhat in a d e q u a te .  Lacking a 
complete s tu d y  of s o c i a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  on which to  model
i t s  sys tem , th e  bureau r e s o r t s  to  us ing  broad c a t e g o r i e s
which do n o t  s t r a t i f y  p o s i t i o n s  accord ing  to  o c c u p a t io n a l  
s t a t u s .  As Table  5 shows th e  o c c u p a t io n a l  c a te g o ry  with th e  
h ig h e s t  c r i m i n a l i t y  appears  t o  be c ra f t sm e n ,  l a b o r e r s  and
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o p e r a t o r s  o f  t r a n s p o r t i n g  means. People  in  commerce and
s a l e s  workers a re  second in  r e g a rd  to  degree  o f  c r i m i n a l i t y .  
Togethe r  th e s e  two o c c u p a t io n a l  c a t e g o r i e s  over the  
1970-1974 t im e  per iod  have accounted  c o n s i s t e n t l y  fo r  more 
than  50 p e r  cen t  o f  a l l  c o n v ic t i o n s -  Then ag a in ,  peop le  
employed in  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  animal husbandry ,  f o r e s t r y ,  f i s h e r y  
and h u n t in g  a l s o  comprise a high p r o p o r t i o n ,  t h a t  i s  between 
15.1 t o  11 .3  per  cen t  o f  a l l  c o n v ic te d  o f f e n d e r s .
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Table 5: Per Cent Convicted C r im ina ls  by o c c u p a t io n a l
C a te g o r ie s  f o r  1970-74
o c c u p a t i o n a l  Groups 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974
person p r a c t i c i n g  s c i e n t i f i c  
& in d e p en d en t  p r o f e s s io n s — 
t h e i r  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n t s  1.6 1.6 2 .3 2.1 2 .3
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  e x e c u t iv e s  











people  in  commerce and 
s a l e s  workers 26,5 26.5 20.8 20.6 20 .3
people  employed in  
a g r i c u l t u r e ,  f o r e s t r y ,  
animal husbandry ,  f i s h e r y  
and hun t in g 15. 1 14.4 13.6 11.9 11.3
l a b o r e r s  and o p e r a t o r s  
of t r a n s p o r t i n g  means 29.6 32.4 36 .4 37.1 38 .4
th o s e  occup ied  in  th e  
s u p p l i e s  o f  s e r v i c e s 2 .8 3.0 6 .6 7.0 6 .3
o cc u p a t io n s  undetermined 
or  n o t  d e c la r e d 10.3 7.8 8 .5 7 .9 9 .0
armed f o r c e s  















p e n s io n e r s ,  dom est ic ,  
s e r v a n t s ,  s t u d e n t s  
and r e n t i e r s 6 .6 7.7 6 .6 7 .3 7 .0
p u p i l s 1.2 1.5 1.5 1.4 1 .5
T o ta l s  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100-0
The o c c u p a t io n a l  c a t e g o r i e s  with t h e  low es t  average  
amount o f  c r i m i n a l i t y  were t h e  clergymen and monks. Second 
were j o u r n a l i s t s  who i n  1974 had a lower  p e rce n tag e  than  d id  
th e  c l e r g y  and monks. Persons  in  t h e  armed fo rc e s  a l s o  
r e p r e s e n te d  only  a sm al l  p r o p o r t io n  o f  a l l  c o n v ic te d
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O ffe n d e rs ,  t h a t  i s  between 1«1 per c e n t  and -5  per  c e n t  over  
t h e  1970-1974 time p e r io d .
A n a ly s i s  o f  th e  p e r c e n ta g e s  over  th e  y e a rs  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  c r a f t s m e n ,  l a b o r e r s  and o p e r a t o r s  of t r a n s p o r t i n g  means 
had th e  h ig h e s t  p e rc e n ta g e  i n c r e a s e ,  t h a t  i s  8 .8  per c e n t .  
On th e  o th e r  hand, th e  p e rce n tag e  of people  in  commerce and 
s a l e s  w orkers ,  t h e  o c c u p a t io n a l  groups with  t h e  most marked 
d e c re a s e ,  dropped from a high o f  26 ,5  i n  1970 to  20 .3  in  
1974.
CONCLUSION
The major purpose o f  t h e  c h a p te r  was to  a c q u a in t  the  
r e a d e r  with modern Greece.  With t h i s  as  t h e  o v e r a l l  aim one 
of th e  f i r s t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  was t h e  com pos i t ion  of Greek 
s o c i e t y .  Greece i s  h ig h ly  homogenous, with 98 per  c e n t  of 
t h e  p o p u la t io n  e t h n i c a l l y  Greek, f o r  whom modern Greek i s  
t h e  f i r s t  language .  Second, t h e r e  a r e  two b a s i c  forms of 
t h e  Greek language ,  Demotiki and Katharevousa ,  and t h i s  has 
l e d  to  d i s p u t e s  over  which was to  be t h e  o f f i c i a l  language 
and se rv e  a s  th e  medium of  e d u c a t io n .  In  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  
r u l i n g  governments ( the  c u r r e n t  one inc luded )  who opted fo r  
Demotiki e s t a b l i s h e d  th e  fo l lo w in g  p o l i c i e s :  (1) they
emphasized t e c h n i c a l  and v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  over  c l a s s i c a l  
s t u d i e s ;  (2) th e y  i n c r e a s e d  th e  number o f  y ea rs  of 
compulsory ed u ca t io n  from s i x  t o  n in e ;  and (3) th ey  
a t tem pted  to  make p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n  more r e l e v a n t  to  modern
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s o c i e t y  and a c c e s s i b l e  t o  a w ider  p o p u la t io n .  The l a t t e r  
aim, however,  was h o t  t o t a l l y  r e a l i z e d  s in c e  unequal  a c c e s s  
t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  co n t in u ed  to  e x i s t .  G en e ra l ly ,  
h ig h e r  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  have r e t a i n e d  more o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  
e d u c a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s ;  in  a d d i t i o n ,  men outnumber fem ales  
a t  a l l  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l s  r e g a r d l e s s  of  s o c i a l  c l a s s  and 
p lace  o f  r e s i d e n c e .
T h i rd ,  th e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  Greek fam ily  was d i s c u s s e d  in  
l i g h t  o f  two c u l t u r a l  i d e a s ,  symferonda ( s e l f - i n t e r e s t s )  and 
p h i l o t im o (h o n o r ) . The former r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a l l  f am i ly  
members c o o p e ra te  i n  o rd e r  t o  r e a l i z e  commonly sough t  a f t e r  
g o a l s ,  e . g . ,  to  s e c u re  a good jo b .  The l a t t e r ,  more o r  
l e s s ,  d i c t a t e s  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  m ale-female  b ehav io r  r e q u i r e d  
t o  e i t h e r  m a in ta in  o r  enhance a f a m i l y ' s  honor .  The 
im portance  o f  m a in ta in in g  t h i s  honor i s  r e l a t e d  t o  th e  f a c t  
t h a t  in  Greece no one i n d i v i d u a l  s t a n d s  a lo n e .  B a th e r ,  an 
i n d i v i d u a l ' s  r e p u t a t i o n ,  s e l f - r e s p e c t  and i d e n t i t y  a r e  in  
p a r t  de termined by th e  a c t i o n s  o f  o th e r  fam ily  members. In 
t u r n ,  the  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  b eh a v io r  a f f e c t s  th e  f a m i l y ' s  
r e p u t a t i o n ,  i n t e g r i t y ,  p r e s t i g e  — th e  f a m i l y ' s  honor i n  th e  
community. The d i s c u s s i o n  of  s p e c i f i c  male-female  
a t t r i b u t e s  r e v e a le d  t h a t  th e  woman's p o s i t i o n  in  t h e  fam i ly  
i s  s u b o rd in a t e  t o  t h e  man 's .  Yet,  women d e r iv e  power to  
i n f l u e n c e  dec is ion -m ak ing ,  on t h e  one hand from t h e i r  
dow ries ,  and on th e  o th e r  hand from p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  th e  
l a b o r  f o r c e .
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F o u r th ,  t h e  Greek c r im i n a l  j u s t i c e  system was o u t l i n e d .  
Law enforcement i n  Greece i s  p r i m a r i l y  c a r r i e d  out by the  
Gendarmerie and t h e  C i ty  P o l i c e .  Although th e  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  
over  which each branch p r e s i d e  d i f f e r ,  t h e i r  d u t i e s  a re  
b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same: c r im in a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  law enforcement
and o r d e r ,  and t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l .  Courts  a t  v a r io u s  l e v e l s  
handle  a d u l t  s u s p e c t s  acco rd in g  t o  t h e  s e v e r i t y  of th e  
o f f e n s e .  The lo w es t  c o u r t s ,  which p rocess  minor c i v i l  and 
c r i m i n a l  c a s e s  a r e  p re s id e d  over  by a s i n g l e  judge or  
m a g i s t r a t e ,  who u s u a l l y  imposes e i t h e r  a s h o r t  j a i l  sen ten ce  
o r  a f i n e .  Above th e s e  c o u r t s  a r e  the  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  c o u r t s  
and th e  a s s i z e  c o u r t s .  The former hand les  c i v i l  and 
c r i m i n a l  misdemeanors whereas t h e  l a t t e r  p ro c e s se s  f e l o n i e s .  
F u r the rm ore ,  while  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  c o u r t s  a r e  p r e s id e d  over 
by one,  two, o r  t h r e e  judges ,  t h e  c a s e s  i n  th e  a s s i z e  c o u r t s  
a r e  heard by judges  as  w el l  a s  j u r o r s .  Appeals a r e  handled 
by th e  c o u r t s  of  ap p e a l ,  t h e  e f g t e i o n  and Areopagus.
The l a s t  c o n s id e r a t i o n  was t h e  volume of  crime in  
Greece dur ing  s p e c i f i c  y e a r s .  The d a ta  r e v e a le d  t h a t  men 
committed more cr im es than  women: fo r  eve ry  e leven
c o n v ic te d  males t h e r e  was on ly  one c o n v ic te d  fem ale .  When 
t h e  v a r io u s  c a t e g o r i e s  of crime were cons ide red  s e p a r a t e l y ,  
v i o l a t i o n  of t r a f f i c  laws were t h e  most f r e q u e n t .  The next 
two c a t e g o r i e s  with a high r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of o f f e n d e r s  were 
v i o l a t i o n  o f  s p e c i a l  penal law s and c r im es  a g a i n s t  th e  
pe rspn .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  p ro p e r ty  cr im es  c o n s t i t u t e d  a sm all  
p ro p o r t io n  o f  a l l  co n v ic ted  o f f e n d e r s ,  when male-female
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d i f f e r e n c e s  were c o n s id e re d ,  t h e  d a t a  r e v e a le d ;  t h a t  t h e r e  
were c e r t a i n  c r im es  which were most ly  female o f f e n s e s ,  i . e . ,  
i n f a n t i c i d e ,  a d u l t e r y  and i n c e s t .  I t  a l so  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
women were more o f t e n  c o n v ic te d  fo r  honor c r im es  ( l i b e l ,  
s l a n d e r  and c r im i n a l  defamation) th a n  fo r  o th e r  ty p es  of  
v i o l a t i o n s .  The d a t a  on th e  s i z e  o f  th e  community where the  
cr im e was committed showed t h a t  more than h a l f  of a l l  
co n v ic te d  committed t h e i r  o f f e n s e  in  c i t i e s .  F i n a l l y ,  
c r i m i n a l i t y  was examined acco rd ing  to  age and o c c u p a t io n .  
In  Greece,  u n l ik e  th e  United S t a t e s ,  t h e  h ig h e r  age 
b r a c k e t s ,  t h a t  i s  over  25 y e a r s  o f  age, had t h e  h ig h e s t  
p e rcen tag e  o f  c o n v ic te d  o f f e n d e r s ,  and w i th in  t h i s  th e  35-44 
age group had t h e  maximum degree  o f  c r i m i n a l i t y .  The 
o c c u p a t io n a l  c a te g o ry  with t h e  h ig h e s t  c r i m i n a l i t y  appeared 
t o  be c r a f t s m e n ,  l a b o r e r s  and o p e r a t o r s  of  t r a n s p o r t i n g  
means. C o n v e rse ly ,  th e  o c c u p a t io n a l  c a te g o ry  with the  
lo w e s t  average  amount of c r i m i n a l i t y  c o n s i s t e d  of  clergymen 
and monks.
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C H A P T E R  I I
INITIATING FIELD RESEARCH IN A FOREIGN COUNTRY
p r o c e s s  of  ENTREE
F ie ld  r e s e a r c h  i n  a f o re ig n  co u n t ry  e n t a i l s  th e  same 
s t r a t e g y  as  does r e s e a r c h  in  one*s own c o u n t ry .  In both 
i n s t a n c e s  th e  f i r s t  requ irem en t  i s  " g e t t i n g  i n . "  Although 
th e  method o f  e n t r e e  v a r i e s  from s i t u a t i o n  to s i t u a t i o n ,  the  
s u c c e s s f u l  method g u a ra n te e s  e n t r y  w i thou t  e x p l o i t a t i o n .
P r io r  t o  th e  r e s e a r c h e r ’ s d e p a r tu re  she had decided 
t h a t  she was i n t e r e s t e d  in  s tu d y in g  e x i s t i n g  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  
programs a t  K o ry d u l lo ’ s p r iso n  f o r  women o f f e n d e r s ,  but she 
had no t  p lanned  on a s t r a t e g y  t h a t  might guaran tee  her 
e n t r a n c e .  That she succeeded was more or l e s s  a c c i d e n t a l ,  
th e  r e s u l t  of a requ irem en t  th e  Rotary I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Foundation had i n s i s t e d  upon; she was r e q u i r e d  to  gain  
admission  i n t o  th e  g rad u a te  department  a t  the  U n iv e r s i t y  of 
Athens- Greek g rad u a te  depar tm ents  a c cep t  g radua te  s tu d e n t s  
only  i f  a s p e c i f i c  depar tm ent  c h a i rp e r s o n  i s  i n t e r e s t e d ,  
knowledgeable ,  and above a l l  e l s e  w i l l i n g  t o  p r e s id e  as a 
Dokt e r - V a t e r . Her t a s k  was t o  f i n d  a c h a i r p e r s o n  w i th , t h e s e  
q u a l i t i e s .
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F o r t u n a t e l y ,  a P ro f e s s o r  o f  Sociology a t  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  
of  Athens,  f u r th e r e d  th e  r e s e a r c h e r ' s  adm it tance  by 
a r r a n g in g  t o  have ,  t h e  Chairman of  t h e  Department of Penal 
Law p r e s i d e  as  her Dokt or-Va te r»  His p r e s t i g e  g r e a t l y  
in f lu e n c e d  th e  Greek M in i s te r  o f  J u s t i c e ' s  d e c i s i o n  to  g r a n t  
h e r  p e rm is s io n  t o  conduct t h e  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t .
The Chairman of the  Department of Penal  Law was, in  
f a c t ,  her  meson, or  person who has th e  power t o  i n f lu e n c e  
d e c i s i o n  making ( " i t  i s  who you know t h a t  c o u n t s " ) . I t  
should  be mentioned t h a t  Greeks a re  no t  ashamed of  us ing  
mesa ( i n f l u e n t i a l  p e o p le ) .  They accep t  t h i s  i s  a way of  
l i f e ;  t h u s ,  th e y  a re  always sea rch ing  f o r  a good meson, 
s in c e  th e y  know t h a t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  g r e a t l y  enhanced i f  
t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  meson i s  a v a i l a b l e .
That t h e  Chairman of th e  Department o f  Penal  Law was a 
good meson became obvious d u r in g  the  r e s e a c h e r ' s  f i r s t  
encoun te r  w ith  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  to  t h e  M in i s te r  o f  J u s t i c e .  
Upon l e a r n i n g  t h a t  the  Chairman of  th e  Department of  Penal  
Law was p r e s i d i n g  a s  her  Dok t o r - V a t e r . th e  a s s i s t a n t  to th e  
M in is te r  o f  J u s t i c e  informed th e  r e s e a r c h e r  t h a t  she was 
extremely  f o r t u n a t e  t o  have such a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  sponsor .  
Acting on t h i s ,  she waived two o f  th e  t h r e e  r eq u i r em e n ts ;  
in  p lace  o f  two recommendations, one from t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  of  
New Hampshire, t h e  o th e r  from th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Athens, she 
was w i l l i n g  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  a phone c a l l  from th e  Chairman of  
Penal Law e i t h e r  t o  h e r s e l f  o r  t o  th e  M i n i s t e r .  This  was an
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i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Chairman of  Penal Law was h ig h ly  
esteemed. The w r i t e r  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  h i s  p r e s t i g e  
p o s i t i v e l y  in f lu e n c e d  t h e  d e c i s io n  t h a t  g ran ted  her 
perm iss ion  and s t a t u s  as  a l e g i t i m a t e ,  t h a t  i s ,  a s  an 
o b je c t i v e  and unb iased  r e s e a r c h e r .
The t h i r d  r e q u i r e m e n t ,  a d e t a i l e d  p ro p o sa l  of th e  
in ten d ed  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t ,  had t o  be d r a f t e d  and subm it ted  
f o r  a c t i o n .  During th e  co u rse  of an e a r l i e r  d i s c u s s io n  th e  
a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  M in i s t e r  o f  J u s t i c e  had p o in te d  out t h a t  
Korydullo does  n o t  have any formal r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  programs. 
There fo re  t h e  major focus  o f  th e  s tu d y  had t o  be changed.
At t h i s  p o in t  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  r e a l l y  d id  no t  have an
a l t e r n a t i v e  p lan  t o  implement.  Lacking p rev io u s  ex p e r ien ce  
with th e  i n n e r  workings of Greek pena l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  she had 
no t  known what t o  e x p e c t ,  so t h e  p ro p o sa l  encompassed a s  
v a s t  an a r e a  as  could p o s s i b ly  be co n ce iv ed ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  
th e  r e s e a r c h  was to  be con f ined  t o  th e  boundar ies  s t a t e d  
w ith in  the  p ro p o s a l .
The p ro p o sa l  was f i n a l l y  completed and subm it ted  f o r  
a c t i o n .  A f t e r  a two week w a i t ,  t h e  M i n i s t e r ' s  a s s i s t a n t  
informed th e  r e s e a r c h e r  t h a t  t h e  M in i s t e r  of J u s t i c e  
approved a l l  a s p e c t s  of  th e  p ropoa l  excep t  the  r e q u e s t  t o  
ta k e  pho tographs .  ' The r e s e a r c h  could  begin  a s  soon as th e
p r i so n  d i r e c t o r  r e c e iv e d  th e  p ro p o sa l  a long w ith  a l e t t e r  o f
consent  from th e  M in i s te r  o f  J u s t i c e .  This  was to  take  no
more than one week. Even though th e  w r i t e r  had r e c e iv e d
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p e rm is s io n ,  she was not  a s s u re d  t h a t  t h e r e  would be no 
f u r t h e r  problems. In  f a c t  th e  f i r s t  problem encoun te red  was 
a b u r e a u c r a t i c  one- As p r e v io u s ly  s t a t e d ,  she was t o  begin  
as  soon a s  th e  p r i s o n  d i r e c t o r  r e c e iv e d  th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
p ap e rs .  Y et ,  on h e r  f i r s t  v i s i t  she a r r i v e d  eager  to  begin  
h e r  s c i e n t i f i c  in q u i r y  on ly  to  f i n d  t h a t  the  n e c e s s a ry  
p ape rs  had n o t  a r r i v e d .  Ba ther  than  l e a v i n g ,  she saw t h i s  
as t h e  opportune  t ime f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  amicable  r e l a t i o n s  
with  he r  new h o s t ,  namely, the  p r i s o n  d i r e c t o r .  During the  
co u rse  o f  t h e i r  d i s c u s s io n  they  d isco v e red  t h a t  they  were 
p a t r i o t i t h e s — r e g io n a l  c o m p a t r io t s :  t h e i r  common o r i g i n  was 
P e loponnes ian .  This  was e s p e c i a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  s i n c e  
co m p a t r io t s  i n  Greece have a s t r o n g  a f f i n i t y  t o  one a n o th e r  
and u s u a l l y  go out  of t h e i r  way to  he lp  one a n o th e r .
A f t e r  t h e  r e s e a c h e r  l e f t  t h e  p r i s o n ,  she te lephoned  th e  
a s s i s t a n t  t o  th e  M in i s t e r  o f  J u s t i c e  and r e l a t e d  th e  
i n c i d e n t  t o  h e r .  The a s s i s t a n t  was very  a p o l o g e t i c  fo r  the  
inconven ience  and promised t h a t  she would im m edia te ly  send 
o u t  th e  p a p e r s .  However, t h e  second v i s i t  was no d i f f e r e n t  
th an  th e  f i r s t  excep t  th e  d i r e c t o r  was a t  l e a s t  f a m i l i a r  
w ith  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  Although he g en u in e ly  wanted to  
accommodate th e  w r i t e r ,  e . g . ,  t o  a l low her  t o  begin th e  
s tu d y ,  he could  not  do so w i thou t  j e o p a r d i z in g  h i s  p o s i t i o n .  
At t h i s  p o in t  th e  w r i t e r  had am biva len t  f e e l i n g s ,  doub t ing  
th e  s i n c e r i t y  of t h e  Greek M i n i s t r y ' s  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  of  the  
r e s e a r c h  p la n .  She was c e r t a i n  t h a t  they  had g r a n te d  
perm iss ion  knowing they  could  e a s i l y  d i s c o u ra g e  her  by
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f a b r i c a t i n g  b u r e a u c r a t i c  d e l a y s .
More de term ined  than  e v e r ,  a f t e r  le a v in g  th e  p r iso n  th e  
r e s e a r c h e r  dec ided  t o  go d i r e c t l y  t o  th e  a s s i s t a n t ' s  o f f i c e .  
The w r i t e r  was p repared  f o r  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n ;  however, th e
a s s i s t a n t  im m edia te ly  ap o lo g ized  aga in  s i n c e  she remembered
t h a t  once more she had f o r g o t t e n  t o  send ou t  t h e  p a p e rs .  To
compensate  f o r  h e r  n e g l ig e n c e ,  which she a t t r i b u t e d  to  the  
v a s t  amount o f  work she had c u r r e n t l y ,  she c a l l e d  th e  p r i s o n  
d i r e c t o r .  She e x p la in e d  t h a t  t h e  M in is te r  o f  J u s t i c e  had 
g r a n te d  th e  w r i t e r  perm iss ion  t o  conduct a s c i e n t i f i c  s tu d y  
a t  K orydul lo ,  t h a t  th e  n e c e s s a r y  p ap e rs  were fo r thcom ing ,  
and u n t i l  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  th e  w r i t e r  was t o  be al lowed ac ce ss  
t o  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  th e  o u t e r  p r i s o n .  The r e s e a r c h  was to  
assume f u l l  o p e r a t i o n  upon a r r i v a l  o f  the  p a p e rs .  The
a s s i s t a n t ' s  a c t i o n  was s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  two r e a s o n s .  The
w r i t e r  was a s s u re d  t h a t  she had f i n a l l y  ga ined  o f f i c i a l  
e n t r a n c e ,  and any doubts  she p r e v io u s ly  had reg a rd in g  the  
s i n c e r i t y  o f  th e  i n i t i a l  d e c i s io n  were e l im in a t e d .
ESTABLISHING PROFESSIONAL RELATIONS
A fte r  e n t r y  t o  t h e  p r i s o n  was a s s u re d ,  th e  nex t  move
was to  e s t a b l i s h  am icab le ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s .
I n i t i a l l y  t h e  w r i t e r  was a f r a i d  t h a t  she would have
d i f f i c u l t y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  good r e l a t i o n s  because  of her 
American c i t i z e n s h i p .  At t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t im e a l o t  o f  
Greeks were an t i -A m e r ican .  T h e i r  antagonism d i r e c t l y
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r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  Turkish-Greek 
c o n f l i c t  o v e r  Cyprus,  a p o s i t i o n  which Greece opposed.  
Knowing t h i s ,  she f e a r e d  t h a t  some of  t h e i r  d i s d a in  f o r  
Americans would r e f l e c t  on h e r ,  th e re b y  damaging the  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  good r e l a t i o n s .  This f e a r  proved t o  be 
unfounded i n  p a r t  because he r  Greek h e r i t a g e  n e u t r a l i z e d  her 
American c i t i z e n s h i p .  She f e l t  c o n f id e n t  th roughout  th e  
s tu d y  t h a t  th e  Greeks '  a t t i t u d e  toward her  was always 
p o s i t i v e .
Developing am icable  r e l a t i o n s  was n o t  d i f f i c u l t .  
However, s t a f f  and in m a te s  a l i k e  were confused  about  the  
e x a c t  n a t u r e  of the  w r i t e r ' s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r o l e .  This 
m isconcep t ion  was b a s i c a l l y  because t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  had no 
ex p e r ien ce  with  r e s e a r c h ;  t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  time t h a t  the  
p r i s o n  was th e  s i t e  f o r  a r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t .  This being th e  
c a s e ,  s t a f f  and inm ates  a u t o m a t i c a l ly  assumed t h a t ,  because  
t h e  M in i s t r y  of J u s t i c e  g r a n te d  th e  w r i t e r  p e rm is s io n ,  the  
Greek government or th e  M in i s t ry  i t s e l f  had h i r e d  her t o  pry 
i n t o  p r i s o n  a f f a i r s .
Since a l l  employees a t  Korydullo a r e  h i r e d  by the  
government,  t h i s  m isconcep t ion  had t o  be d e a l t  with  
im m edia te ly ;  o the rw ise  th e  s t a f f  would n o t  respond f u l l y  
f o r  f e a r  o f  j e o p a r d i z in g  t h e i r  j o b s .  L ikewise ,  inm ates  
would a l s o  be c a u t i o u s ,  t e a r i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  r e q u e s t  f o r  h§ree  
(pardon) would be den ied .  The p r i s o n  d i r e c t o r ,  along with 
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p e r so n n e l  who were ac q u a in ted  with th e
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b u r e a u c r a t i c  f o r m a l i t i e s ,  he lped  t o  d i s p e l  t h i s  
m isconcep t ion ;  t h e y  r e a s s u re d  th e  inm ates  and th e  p r i s o n  
p e r so n n e l  t h a t  t h e  w r i t e r  was no t  a f f i l i a t e d  with any 
government agency; and th e y  e x p la in e d  t h a t  th e  w r i t e r  was 
s tu d y in g  th e  p r i s o n  i n s t i t u t i o n  c h i e f l y  because  she was 
g a t h e r in g  d a ta  f o r  he r  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  Since the  p r i s o n e r s  
t r u s t e d  t h e  d i r e c t o r  they  accep ted  t h i s  e x p l a n a t io n .  The 
w r i t e r  too  made a p o in t  o f  making s u r e  they  Knew t h a t  she 
d id  n o t  in t e n d  in  any way to  harm them. In  f a c t ,  a f t e r  th e  
i n i t i a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  both p r i s o n  pe rso n n e l  and inm ates  
o f t e n  s a id  they  looked forward to  th e  v i s i t s .  The inmates  
a l s o  seemed honored t h a t  t h e  w r i t e r  had s e l e c t e d  t h e  p r i s o n  
f o r  th e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  t o p i c ,  f o r  o f t e n  th e y  f e l t  t h a t  
o f f e n d e r s  were locked  up and f o r g o t t e n .
PRQCESS OF DATA COLLECTION
The l a s t  major s t r a t e g i c  requ irem en t  was t h e  p rocess  
used to  c o l l e c t  d a t a .  In  th e  t r a d i t i o n  of  f i e l d  r e s e a r c h  a 
com binat ion  of methods and t e c h n iq u e s  was used .  The 
a p p r o p r i a t e  method was s e l e c t e d  acco rd ing  to  i t s  s u i t a b i l i t y  
t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  For example, to  
become f a m i l i a r  w ith  t h e  o v e r a l l  p i c t u r e  of  Korydullo ,  
fo rm al  i n t e rv i e w s  were he ld  with th e  d i r e c t o r  and h i s  
a s s i s t a n t .  At t h e s e  meetings copious  n o te s  were t a k e n ,  
g iven  th e  number and v a s tn e s s  o f  t o p i c s  d i s c u s s e d :  (1)
p a r o l e  r e g u l a t i o n s  and p ro cee d in g s ;  (2) r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ;  
(3) i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  and p ro ces s  o f  ad m i t t in g  p r i s o n e r s ;  (4)
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a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  work programs; (5) n a t u r e  of work programs; 
(6) work b e n e f i t s  f o r  in m a te s ;  (7) r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s ;  
(8) medical  f a c i l i t i e s ;  (9) r e l i g i o u s  f a c i l i t i e s ;  (10)
d a i l y  r o u t i n e ;  (11) p r e - t r a i n i n g  programs f o r  employees; 
(12) e d u c a t i o n a l  req u i re m e n ts ;  (13) number o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l
and n o n - p r o f e s s i o n a l  employees and t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  job
r o l e s ;  (14) v i s i t a t i o n  p rocedu res ;  (15) r u l e s  and
r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  s t a f f  and in m a te s ;  (16) c e n s o r s h ip  o f  mail  
and packages;  (17) p h y s i c a l  l a y o u t  o f  t h e  p r i s o n ;  (18)
meal p ro ced u res ;  (19) l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s ;  (20) employees '  
s a l a r i e s  and work b e n e f i t s ;  (21) h i e r a r c h i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  
th e  s t a f f ;  (22) inmate r i g h t s  and p r i v i l e g e s ;  (23) p ro ce s s  
of t r a n s m i t t i n g  in fo rm a t io n ;  (24) number of inm ates ;  (25) 
c o n f l i c t  between inmates  and s t a f f ;  (26) c o n f l i c t  among 
s t a f f  p e r s o n n e l ;  (27) c o n f l i c t  among in m a te s ;  and (28)
changes in  th e  p r iso n  a f t e r  t h e  f a l l  of t h e  J u n t a .
With a working knowledge o f  Korydullo  der ived  from 
th e s e  d i s c u s s s i o n s ,  th e  w r i t e r  then  met f o rm a l ly  with h ig h e r  
echelon s t a f f  members, t h a t  i s ,  with  head guards ,  t h e i r  
a s s i s t a n t s ,  work s u p e r v i s o r s ,  s o c i a l  workers and th e
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a f f .  Once ag a in  a v a r i e t y  of  t o p i c s  was
d i s c u s s e d ,  y e t  common t o  a l l  was a d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s s i o n  of  
th e  t h e o r e t i c a l  and th e  p r a c t i c a l  i s s u e s  r e l e v a n t  to t h e i r  
r e s p e c t i v e  jo b s .
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There were many o f  t h e s e  i n t e r v i e w s .  Knowing t h a t  
r e s p o n d e n ts  a r e  u s u a l ly  c a r e f u l  about  what they  say on f i r s t  
e n c o u n te r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w ith  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  t h e  w r i t e r  made a 
p o in t  o f  p e r i o d i c a l l y  checking  back with  them. Th is  proved 
e f f e c t i v e  as  a p r o t e c t i v e  measure whereby in f o rm a t io n  
o b ta in e d  d u r in g  e a r l i e r  meetings could  be c o n t r a s t e d  with  
t h a t  a c q u i r e d  su b se q u en t ly -  For example, two work 
s u p e r v i s o r s  a t  t h e  f i r s t  meeting responded t o  a l l  q u e s t i o n s  
i d e a l i s t i c a l l y ,  l a t e r  dropped p r e t e n s e  and responded  
o b j e c t i v e l y .
I t  sh o u ld  be mentioned t h a t  two ty p e s  o f  n o t e - t a k i n g  
were used dur ing  t h e s e  s e s s i o n s .  During th e  f i r s t  m eet ings  
t h e  w r i t e r  took complete n o t e s .  In subsequen t  m eetings  "ex 
p o s t  f a c t o "  n o te s  were t a k e n ,  t h a t  i s ,  the  s i t u a t i o n  was 
r e c r e a t e d  on paper a t  a l a t e r  t im e ,  p r e f e r a b ly  w i th in  a 
couple o f  h o u rs .
The o n ly  time complete  n o te s  were ta k en  c o n s i s t e n t l y  
was d u r in g  th e  t o u r s  of t h e  p r i s o n  and a n a fora  ( see  b e low ) . 
Tours n e c e s s i t a t e d  d e t a i l e d  n o t e - t a k i n g  t o  reco rd  a c c u r a t e l y  
t h e  p h y s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  p r i s o n .  For example, the  
number o f  sm a l l  c e l l s  a s  opposed t o  t h e  number o f  th a lg m i ,  
( l a rg e  rooms each housing between t e n  and f i f t e e n  p r i s o n e r s )  
was r e c o rd e d ,  and w i th in  each o f  t h e s e  t h e  number of  beds ,  
windows, d r e s s e r s ,  washroom f a c i l i t i e s ,  and so on. Unlike 
th e  t o u r s  which were b a s i c a l l y  an a s sessm en t  o f  th e  e x t e n t  
and l o c a t i o n  of the  hardware in  t h e  p r i s o n ,  an a f ora  was an
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even t  which gave some i n s i g h t  i n t o  the  immediate problems of 
th e  inm a tes ,  Anafora took  p lace  b i-w eekly  when inm ates  were 
al lowed to  come b e fo r e  th e  d i r e c t o r  t o  vo ice  p e r s o n a l  as 
w el l  a s  b u r e a u c r a t i c  co n cern s .  That t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  made 
com plete  n o t e - t a k i n g  p o s s i b l e  was l a r g e l y  a r e s u l t  of a 
p r i s o n  r e g u l a t i o n  which r e q u i r e d  t h a t  a person o th e r  than  
t h e  d i r e c t o r  a l s o  be p r e s e n t  d u r in g  th e  mee-ing .  Thus, 
inm a te s  were a l r e a d y  accustomed t o  vo ic in g  t h e i r  co m p la in ts  
in  f r o n t  o f  an i n d i v i d u a l  o th e r  th an  th e  d i r e c t o r .  The 
w r i t e r ' s  p r e s e n c e ,  t h e r e f o r e  was u s u a l ly  u n n o t ic e d .
During t h i s  t im e th e  w r i t e r  a l s o  met i n d i v i d u a l l y  with 
lower echelon  s t a f f  members. The major d i f f e r e n c e  between 
t h e s e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  and th e  p rev io u s  ones was t h a t  from the 
beg inn ing  complete n o te s  were n o t  tak en .  I t  was not  deemed 
a d v i s a b l e  t o  walk abou t  with a notebook i n  hand s in c e  t h i s  
would undoubtedly  have had a n e g a t iv e  r e a c t i v e  e f f e c t .
Another method of  da ta  c o l l e c t i o n  was t o  s c r u t i n i z e  
p r i s o n  documents: v i s i t o r s '  l e d g e r s ,  inmate d o s s i e r s ,
l i b r a r y  c a rd s ,  ca se  h i s t o r i e s  complied by s o c i a l  workers ,  
p r i s o n  e x p e n d i tu r e s ,  t o  name a few. Then ag a in  f u l l
advan tage  was ta k en  of t h e  r i g h t  t o  a t t e n d  and p a r t i c i p a t e  
in  p r iso n  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s ,  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  g a t h e r i n g s ,  
s p e c i a l  church s e r v i c e s  and meals accompanied by music and 
d an c in g ,  a s  w e l l  as  c o n c e r t s  sponsored  by l o c a l  
e n t e r t a i n e r s .
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In  summary, a l l  t h i s  in vo lved  o b s e r v a t io n ,  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  l i s t e n i n g ,  and conve rs ing  w ith  th e  i n t e n t  not  
only  of  becoming f a m i l i a r  with  t h e  environment (and v ic e  
ve rsa )  but of forming t h e  b a s i s  f o r  th e  c o l l e c t i o n  of  raw 
d a t a  i t s e l f .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e s e  methods were th e  fo u n d a t io n  
f o r  t h e  f i n a l  method of d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n ,  f o rm u la t io n  of  th e  
i n t e r v i e w  sch ed u le  f o r  th e  form al i n t e r v i e w  s e s s i o n .
ÇONSTEOCTigii OF THE INTERVIEW SCHEDULES
Two d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r v i e w  sc h e d u le s  were c o n s t r u c t e d ,  one 
t o  be a d m in i s t e r e d  to  t h e  inm ate  p o p u la t io n ,  t h e  o th e r  t o  
t h e  p r i s o n  p e r s o n n e l .  The i n t e n t  o f  both s c h e d u le s  was t o  
e l i c i t  in fo rm a t io n  t h a t  would p rovide  f u r t h e r  da ta  about  th e  
s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  K orydul lo .  The major 
o b j e c t i v e  was n o t  t o  prove hypo theses  nor  t o  f in d  i d e a l  
s o l u t i o n s  to  p r i so n  problems. Although d i f f e r e n t  in  
c o n t e n t ,  t h e  o v e r a l l  format of  t h e  two i n t e r v i e w  sc h ed u le s  
was s i m i l a r .  Both began by a sk in g  f a c t u a l  q u e s t io n s  which 
were easy  to  answer and were of t h e  s o r t  found in  almost a l l  
survey  s t u d i e s :  s e x ,  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  p o l i t i c a l  p r e f e r e n c e ,
r e l i g i o u s  p r e f e r e n c e ,  e t h n i c i t y ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  number of 
c h i l d r e n ,  and t h e  l i k e .  These were fo l low ed  by more 
p e r s o n a l  q u e s t io n s ,  which u s u a l l y  c a l l e d  f o r  th e  
respondents*  a t t i t u d e s  and o p in io n s  and were g e n e r a l ly  more 
d i f f i c u l t  to  answer.  For example, "Does p r i s o n  p repare  you 
f o r  your r e t u r n  t o  s o c i e ty ? "
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Another s i m i l a r i t y  was t h e  manner i n  which q u e s t io n s  
were s e l e c t e d  f o r  i n c l u s i o n .  Both i n t e r v i e w  sch ed u le s  
c o n ta in e d  q u e s t io n s  which were e x t r a c t e d  from the  
l i t e r a t u r e ,  such a s  Ward and Kassebaum's (1967) t r e a tm e n t  o f  
t h e  fo l lo w in g :  t h e  p a in s  o f  im prisonm ent ,  most d i f f i c u l t
a s p e c t  o f  a d ju s tm e n t ,  most annoying th i n g  abou t  doing t ime 
and e x i s t e n c e  of an inmate  code.
In  a d d i t i o n  t o  q u e s t io n s  modeled a f t e r  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
l i t e r a t u r e ,  both  s e t s  i n c lu d e d  q u e s t io n s  des igned  to  t e s t  
c e r t a i n  commonly h e ld  s u p p o s i t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  to  Greek 
c u l t u r e .  For example,  because  Greece i s  a c u l t u r a l l y  
t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i e t y  which i s  r a p i d l y  chang ing ,  one would 
e x p e c t  to  f in d  a h igh in c id e n c e  of murder stemming from 
c u l t u r e  f r u s t r a t i o n .  To t e s t  t h i s  s u p p o s i t i o n ,  r a t h e r  th an  
merely  reco rd in g  t h e  o f f e n s e ,  t h e  q u e s t io n  was des igned t o  
e l i c i t  ev e n ts  l e a d in g  up t o  t h e  cr im e.  F i n a l l y ,  a f t e r  
spend ing  s i x  months in  the  f i e l d ,  t h e  environment under 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  sugges ted  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t io n s  which were used 
to  supplement bo th  in t e rv i e w  s c h e d u le s .
Before  th e  s c h e d u le s  were a d m in i s t e r e d ,  t h e  op in ion  o f  
an e x p e r t  was sough t  r e g a r d in g  whether th e  sch ed u le s  would 
f u l f i l l  t h e  in te n d e d  purpose ,  on t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  wording 
and fo rm a t ,  and th e  c o n c u rren ce  of  the  two t e s t s -  A f te r  
recommending minor changes.  P r o f e s s o r  Dimaki, a g radua te  o f  
t h e  London School of Economics and a s o c i o l o g i s t  a t  th e  
U n iv e r s i t y  of  Athens,  expressed  t h e  view t h a t  th e  c r i t e r i a
R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
49
were a l l  met by th e  i n t e r v i e w  s c h e d u le s .
OP THE INTERVIEW SCHEDULES
The a t tem p t  was made t o  a d m in i s t e r  t h e  s c h e d u le s  t o  a l l  
in m a te s  and s t a f f  p e r s o n n e l ,  e ig h ty - tw o  and f i f t y - t w o  
r e s p e c t i v e l y .  However, only  s e v e n ty  women o f f e n d e r s  and 
f o r t y - e i g h t  p r i so n  p e r so n n e l  were a c t u a l l y  in t e rv i e w e d .  
Twelve women o f f e n d e r s  were n o t  in te rv ie w e d  f o r  the  
fo l lo w in g  r e a s o n s ;  two r e f u s e d ,  one walked ou t  d u r in g  the  
i n t e r v i e w ,  one was c o n s id e red  to o  dangerous ,  and th e
rem ain ing  were f o r e i g n e r s  who spoke n e i t h e r  Greek nor
E n g l i sh .  Four p r i s o n  employees were not  i n t e rv i e w e d ;  two 
employees r e f u s e d ,  one was on le a v e  of  absence ,  and a work 
s u p e r v i s o r  responded on ly  s e l e c t i v e l y  t o  fewer th a n  t h i r t y  
p e r c e n t  o f  th e  q u e s t io n s .
The in t e rv i e w s  with  inm ates  were conducted e i t h e r  in  an 
o f f i c e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  o u te r  p r i s o n  o r  an o f f i c e  w i th in  the  
i n n e r  p r i s o n .  D esp i te  some i n i t i a l  o b j e c t i o n s  by the  
d i r e c t o r ,  only t h e  re sponden t  and th e  i n t e r v i e w e r  were
p r e s e n t  d u r in g  th e  i n t e r v i e w .  Before each i n t e r v i e w ,  a 
b r i e f  s ta tem en t  was made r e g a r d in g  th e  n a t u r e  of  the  
i n t e r v i e w  s e s s io n .  Respondents were informed t h a t  the  
i n t e r v i e w  was c o n f i d e n t i a l  and t h a t  t h e i r  r e sp o n se s  were 
anonymous. In  a d d i t i o n ,  th e  i n t e r v i e w e r  emphasized to  the  
r e sp o n d e n ts  t h a t  they  were f r e e  to  r e f r a i n  from answering 
any of  th e  q u e s t io n s .
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While th e  w r i t e r  conducted a l l  the  i n t e r v i e w s  with 
p r i s o n e r s ,  a woman (Greek— New Zealander  and c o l l e g e  
g raduate)  t r a i n e d  by th e  w r i t e r  and f l u e n t  in  both  Greek and 
E ng l ish  in te rv ie w e d  a l l  of the  p r i s o n  p e r so n n e l .  The l a t t e r  
in t e r v i e w s  took p la c e  i n  v a r io u s  l o c a t i o n s ,  b u t  d u r in g  each 
in t e r v i e w ,  on ly  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r  and t h e  re sp o n d en t  were 
p r e s e n t .  As with in m a te s ,  the  names o f  t h e  in te rv iew ed  
p e r so n n e l  were not  e l i c i t e d ;  p e r so n n e l  were informed of the  
c o n f i d e n t i a l  n a tu re  of  th e  i n t e r v i e w ,  and of  t h e i r  l i b e r t y  
t o  r e f u s e  to  answer any of  t h e  q u e s t i o n s .
The r e sp o n se s  were reco rded  in  E n g l ish .  This  appeared 
to  r e a s s u r e  th e  i n t e r v i e w e e s ,  s t a f f  and inm ates  a l i k e ,  of 
th e  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  o f  th e  i n t e r v i e w ;  a number of 
re sp o n d e n ts  remarked t h a t  t h e  use of  Eng lish  p r o t e c t e d  t h e i r  
p r iv a c y .
The l e n g t h  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  v a r ied  c o n s id e r a b ly .  
Those with p r i s o n e r s  ranged from t h r e e  and o n e - h a l f  hours  to  
f i f t y - f i v e  minutes .  The average in t e rv i e w  was s e v e n t y - f i v e  
m inutes .  The in t e r v i e w s  with t h e  s t a f f  employees,  however, 
were of more uniform d u r a t i o n ,  av e rag in g  f i f t y - f i v e  m inutes .
CONCLUSION
Entrance  i n t o  K orydul lo ,  t o  conduct t h i s  r e s e a r c h  
p r o j e c t ,  was u n w i t t i n g ly  o b ta in e d  by making use of  the  
a p p r o p r i a t e  meson ( i n f l u e n t i a l  p e r s o n ) . The M in i s t e r  of 
J u s t i c e  g ra n te d  th e  w r i t e r  p e rm iss ion  p r im a r i l y  because her
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Docktor -Vat e r  was a h igh ly  esteemed lawyer as  w e l l  as  th e  
chairman of th e  Department of Penal  Law a t  t h e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  
Athens, A f t e r  e n t r y  i n t o  th e  p r i s o n  was o b ta in e d  th e  nex t  
move was t o  e s t a b l i s h  am icab le ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  with 
t h e  p r i s o n e r s  and s t a f f  employees.  This  was n o t  d i f f i c u l t .  
However, t h e  w r i t e r  d id  have t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  ex a c t  n a tu re  of  
h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r o l e  to  s t a f f  and inm ates .
To f u l l y  comprehend th e  i n t r i c a c i e s  o f  t h i s  microcosmic 
system th e  r e s e a r c h e r  r e l i e d  on a number of  methods and 
t e c h n iq u e s  among which were: (1) fo rm al  as  w e l l  a s  in fo rm al
in t e rv i e w s  with both  s t a f f  and inm a tes ;  (2) p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
i n  p r i s o n  f u n c t i o n s ,  such a s  m ee t ings  between th e  d i r e c t o r  
and inm a tes ,  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  g a t h e r i n g s ,  s p e c i a l  E as te r  and 
Chr is tm as s e r v i c e s ,  and c o n c e r t s  put on by l o c a l  
e n t e r t a i n e r s ;  (3) s c r u t i n y  o f  p r i s o n  documents, v i s i t o r s *  
l e d g e r s ,  inmate l i b r a r y  c a rd s  and d o s s i e r s ;  and (4) 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  two d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r v i e w  s c h e d u le s ,  one f o r  
t h e  inmate p o p u la t io n ,  the  o th e r  f o r  t h e  p r i s o n  p e r so n n e l .  
The sch ed u le s  were ad m in is te re d  to  70 women o f f e n d e r s  and 48 
p r i s o n  p e r s o n n e l .  The w r i t e r  conducted  a l l  t h e  in t e rv i e w s  
w ith  th e  p r i s o n e r s ,  while a woman t r a i n e d  by the  w r i t e r  and 
f l u e n t  i n  both  Greek and E n g l i sh  in te rv ie w e d  a l l  of th e  
p r i s o n  p e r s o n n e l .  During each  in t e r v i e w  only  th e  
i n t e r v i e w e r  and t h e  re sp o n d en t  were p r e s e n t .
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The o v e r a l l  i n t e n t  of both i n t e r v i e w  s c h e d u le s  was t o  
e l i c i t  d a t a  ab o u t  the  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  s t u r c t u r e  o f  
Korydullo.  Toward t h i s  o b j e c t i v e ,  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  sc h ed u le s  
began by a s k in g  f a c t u a l  q u e s t io n s  which were easy to  answer 
and were of th e  s o r t  found in  most survey s t u d i e s ;  sex ,  
m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  number o f  c h i l d r e n ,  r e l i g i o u s  p r e f e r e n c e  and 
t h e  l i k e .  These were fo l lowed by more p e r s o n a l  q u e s t io n s ,  
which u s u a l l y  c a l l e d  fo r  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s '  a t t i t u d e s  and 
o p in io n s  and were g e n e ra l ly  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  answer.
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C H A P T E R  I I I
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE INMATE POPULATION
INTRODUCTION
In t h i s  c h a p te r  v a r io u s  b a s ic  s o c i o l o g i c a l  and 
c r i m i n o l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  inmate  p o p u la t io n  w i l l  
be d i s c u s s e d .  At v a r io u s  p o i n t s ,  com par is ions  with American 
p r i s o n e r s  and th e  r e l e v a n c e  o f  th e  f i n d i n g s  t o  Greek c u l t u r e  
w i l l  be an a ly ze d .  The au th o r  hopes t h a t  t h i s  in fo rm a t io n  
w i l l  g ive  t h e  r e a d e r  some id e a  o f  t h e  t y p i c a l  p r i s o n e r  a t  
Korydullo ,  Toward t h i s  end th e  fo l lo w in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
have been s t u d i e d :
a .  age a t  l a s t  b i r t h d a y
b. m a r i t a l  s t a t u s
c .  e t h n i c  s t a t u s
d. r e l i g i o n
e .  l a s t  o ccupa t ion  p r i o r  t o  i n c a r c e r a t i o n
f .  ty p e  o f  sen ten ce
g. p r i o r  p r i s o n  ex p e r ien ce
Before p roceed ing  a  s h o r t  d ig r e s s io n  i s  n e c e s s a ry .  As 
s t a t e d  above ,  Korydullo  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  c o n f in in g  c o n v ic te d  
women a l s o  s e rv e s  a s  a d e t e n t i o n  c e n t e r  f o r  th o se  a w a i t in g  
t r i a l .  Th is  i s  brought  to  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of th e  r e a d e r  
because th ro u g h o u t  t h i s  work t h e r e  a r e  t im es  when th e s e  two 
c a t e g o r i e s  a r e  not  g iven  s e p a r a t e  t r e a t m e n t .
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The a u th o r  r e a l i z e s  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  which e x i s t  
between t h e s e  two g roups .  Yet ,  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  b a s ic  
s i m i l a r i t i e s  between them t h a t  j u s t i f i e s  t h i s  g roup ing :  
bo th  groups a re  s u b je c t e d ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of  l e g a l  s t a t u s ,  to  
t h e  same e x p e r i e n c e ;  both  groups a b id e  by th e  same r u l e s  
and r e g u l a t i o n s ;  s t a f f  members' t r e a t m e n t  of both  groups i s  
un iform ; th e  p e r io d  of  conf inem en t  f o r  some of  the
d e t a i n e e s  i s  eq u a l  t o ,  i f  n o t  lo n g e r  th a n ,  f o r  some of  the  
c o n v i c t s ;  and some o f  th e  d e t a i n e e s ,  l i k e  some of the
c o n v i c t s ,  have had p r i o r  p r i s o n  e x p e r i e n c e .
Furtherm ore ,  t h i s  i s  no t  an expose on whether  o r  not
t h e  c o n v ic te d  o r  th e  d e t a i n e e s  a r e  i n  f a c t  g u i l t y ,  but 
r a t h e r  a d i s c u s s io n  of  th e  v a r i e t y  o f  a t t i t u d e s  and
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of a l l  th e  women housed a t  K orydu l lo ,  With 
t h i s  a s  t h e  o v e r a l l  aim, s e p a r a t e  t r e a tm e n t  o f  th e s e  two
groups  was not  always n e c e s s a r y .  The d e c i s io n  t o  group 
r a t h e r  than  s e p a r a t e  t h e  d e t a i n e e s  from th e  c o n v i c t s  was
made always fo r  the  sake of  s i m p l i c i t y  and n ev e r  fo r  the  
sake  of m anipu la t ing  th e  f i n d i n g s  or camouflaging the  
d i s t i n c t i o n s  between t h e s e  two g roups .  In  f a c t ,  the
d e c i s i o n  was made s p a r i n g l y  and with  d i s c r e t i o n ,  grouping 
them only  when t h e  d i s c u s s io n  under  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  was
d e s c r i p t i v e ;  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  age ;  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ;  
r e l i g i o n ;  and so on.
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In any c a se ,  t h e  r e a d e r  can de term ine  when th e  two 
groups  a r e  t r e a t e d  s e p a r a t e l y  o r  j o i n t l y  by th e  end t o t a l s .  
When t h a t  end i s  70,  th e  two groups a re  combined, whereas 
t h e  end t o t a l s  o f  58 and 12 d e s ig n a te  s e p a r a t e  t r e a tm e n t  o f  
t h o s e  aw a i t in g  t r i a l  from th o s e  a l r e a d y  s e n te n c e d .
CODENT ^ E  DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION
The ages  of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  a t  t h e  t im e of  t h i s  s tu d y  
ranged  from f i f t e e n  t o  70. The mean age was 34 .6  and the  
median was 30 (see Table 6 be low ) . In  t h e  lo w e s t  age range 
(15-19) were fo u r  women, t h r e e  o f  whom were minors.  Thus 
t h e  g r e a t  d i s p a r i t y  in  t h e  ages  of  the  inmate p o p u la t io n  i s  
p a r t l y  a r e s u l t  o f  c o n f in in g  minors with a d u l t  o f f e n d e r s .
Housing minors with a d u l t  o f f e n d e r s  posed a problem fo r  
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a f f .  The a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was r e q u i r e d  
by th e  Department o f  J u s t i c e  t o  i s o l a t e  minors from a d u l t  
o f f e n d e r s .  Even though Korydullo  o f f i c i a l s  a t tem pted  such 
i s o l a t i o n ,  minors were housed e i t h e r  a lone  o r  with o th e r  
minors in  k e l i a , c e l l - t y p e  rooms; minors s t i l l  had ample 
o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  i n t e r a c t  with a d u l t  o f f e n d e r s .  For example, 
du r ing  th e  day when a l l  inm ates  were al lowed t o  m i l l  around, 
minors came i n t o  c o n ta c t  no t  on ly  with th e  in m a te s  housed on 
t h e  same f l o o r  b u t  with a l l  o f  t h e  o th e r  inm a te s .
Korydullo o f f i c i a l s  a r e  aware t h a t  th e y  a r e  n o t  a b id in g  
by th e  Department of  J u s t i c e  r e g u l a t i o n .  The reason  fo r  the  
c o n t in u in g  v i o l a t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  im plem enta t ion  o f  such a
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p o l ic y  would g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  c o s t  of  runn ing  the  
p r i s o n .
Table 6: Age D i s t r i b u t i o n  of Inmate P o p u la t io n














M M l h l .  M 2  STATOS
As Table  7 shows, t h e  m a jo r i ty  of  th e  in m a te s  a re  
Greek, 88.6  per c e n t  o r  62 women. Of t h e s e ,  t h r e e  a re  Greek 
gy p s ie s  who w i l l  be g iven s e p a r a t e  c o n s id e r a t i o n  in  t h i s  
a n a l y s i s  because of  t h e i r  d i s t i n c t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  The 
rem ain ing  e i g h t  women a r e  f o r e i g n e r s ;  a Canadian, a German, 
an A u s t r a l i a n ,  t h r e e  Americans, and two New Z ea lan d e rs .  All 
o f  t h e  f o r e i g n  women, excep t  f o r  one American who l i v e d  
permanently  i n  Greece,  were t o u r i s t s  a t  th e  t im e of  t h e i r  
a r r e s t .
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Table 7: M a r i t a l S ta tu s
M a r i t a l  S t a t u s
Greek




T o ta l 59
E t h n i c i t y  
Greek Gypsies Non-Greeks T o ta l s
— — 4 18
3 2 22
2 18  
—— —  12
70
Of t h e  70 women, only 22 a r e  m arr ied ;  o f  th o se  22, 17
a r e  Greeks.  E igh teen  of  th e  women a re  d ivo rced ;  and of  
t h e s e  16 a r e  Greek, o f  th e  18 s i n g l e  women, 14 a r e  Greeks; 
and o f  t h e  12 who a re  widowed, a l l  a r e  Greeks ,  Greece a s  a 
n a t io n  has a low d ivo rce  r a t e ,  4 out  o f  100 m arr iages  end in  
d iv o rce  compared to  48 out o f  100 in  th e  United  S t a t e s .  The 
d iv o rce  r a t e  f o r  th e  Korydullo  p o p u la t io n ,  a t  28,8 per  c e n t ,  
i s  u n u su a l ly  h igh  ( S t a t i s t i c a l  Yearbook, Unesco, 1977).
The h igh  in c id e n c e  of  d iv o rce  among Greek inm ates  i s  
unusual i f  one c o n s id e r s  t h a t  Greeks have always regarded  
th e  fam ily  as  one of t h e i r  most im p o r ta n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  
Remarking on t h e  im por tance  of fam ily  s o l i d a r i t y  in  Greece,  
Campbell and S h e r ra rd  have t h i s  t o  say:
He have emphasized th e  h i s t o r i c a l  im por tance  of 
th e  f a m i ly  i n s t i t u t i o n  in  th e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  of 
Greek communities.  In  th e  u n c e r t a i n t y  and changes 
of contemporary  coun try  l i f e  t h i s  remains t r u e .  A 
man's  c a t e g o r i c a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  a r e  s t i l l ,  in  most 
i n s t a n c e s  t o  h i s  f a m i l y . . . .  The fam ily  has a 
m ult iform  c h a r a c t e r .  I t  i s  not  on ly  a domestic 
group concerned with c a re  and u p b r in g in g  of 
c h i l d r e n ;  i t  i s  a l s o  an economic e n t e r p r i s e  and a 
r e l i g i o u s  community. This  q u a l i t y  u n d e r l i e s  the  
e x c lu s iv e  s o l i d a r i t y  o f  th e  fam ily  and i t s  
i s o l a t i o n "  (1968:334).
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This  i s s u e  was n o t  addressed  i n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  sch ed u le .  
And in  l i g h t  o f  th e  above d i s c u s s i o n ,  any e x p l a n a t io n  fo r  
th e  h igh  in c id e n c e  o f  d iv o rce  among th e  Greek inm ates  would 
be hard  to  v a l i d a t e .  Yet a p o s s i b l e  e x p la n a t io n  i s  t h a t  men 
i n i t i a t e d  t h e  d iv o rce  p roceed ings  a f t e r  t h e i r  spouses  were 
i n c a r c e r a t e d .
The h igh  in c id e n c e  o f  widowed women, u n l ik e  t h a t  of 
d iv o rced  women, i s  e a s i l y  e x p la in e d :  ten  o f  th e  tw elve  were
widowed because th e y  a lone  or  with th e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  o th e r s  
had murdered t h e i r  mates .
Given th e  homogeneity o f  t h e  Greek p o p u la t io n  with 
r e s p e c t  t o  n a t i v i t y  and r e l i g i o n ,  i t  i s  no t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  
a l l  o f  t h e  Greeks,  th e  g y p s ie s  i n c lu d e d ,  a r e  members of th e  
Greek Orthodox f a i t h .  The f o r e i g n  women, who were t o u r i s t s  
r a t h e r  th a n  n a t u r a l i z e d  n a t i o n a l s ,  as  ex p ec ted ,  were members 
of o t h e r  f a i t h s  — two were C a th o l i c s  and s i x  were 
P r o t e s t a n t s .
Table 8: E t h n i c i t y  by R e l ig ion
E t h n i c i t y  R e l ig io n
Greek orthodox C a th o l i c  P r o t e s t a n t  
Greek 59 — —
Greek Gypsies  3 — —
f o r e i g n e r s  - -  2 6
T o ta l  62 2 6
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SEScational level se  i m MSS
A c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  inm ates  by e d u c a t i o n a l  achievement 
shows t h a t  th e  m a jo r i t y ,  44 women or  62.8 per c e n t ,  were a t  
th e  lower e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  having completed e i g h t  yea rs  o r  
l e s s .  Even i f  t h e  c a te g o ry  i s  narrowed to  th e  com plet ion  o f  
s i x  y e a r s  o r  l e s s ,  t h e  m a jo r i ty  of  t h e  in m a te s ,  42 or  60 per 
c e n t ,  would be in c lu d e d .  Of t h e s e  42 in m a te s ,  17 r e c e iv e d  
t h e i r  g rade  schoo l  diploma b e fo re  e n t e r in g  p r i s o n .  The 
remaining 25 had no grade  schoo l  diploma p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  
i n c a r c e r a t i o n .  Six o f  them, however, e n r o l l e d  and completed 
primary schoo l  while in  p r i s o n ;  e i g h t  e n r o l l e d  b u t  d id  not 
complete t h e i r  s t u d i e s ,  and th e  remaining  t e n  n ev e r  e n r o l l e d  
nor in te n d e d  t o  e n r o l l .  Some of t h e  reasons  members of the  
l a s t  two groups gave f o r  having dropped ou t  o r  never  
e n r o l l e d  were; (1) " I  am too  o ld  t o  l e a r n  — l e a r n i n g  a t  my 
age i s  too  d i f f i c u l t ; "  (2) " l e a r n i n g  i n  my p r e s e n t  s t a t e  o f  
mind i s  m e n ta l ly  e x h a u s t in g ; "  and (3) " I  dropped o u t  because 
th e  t e a c h e r  n e g l e c t s  us o ld e r  p u p i l s  — she p r im a r i l y  
focuses  her  a t t e n t i o n  on th e  younger women."
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Table 9: E d u ca t io n a l  Level o f  Inm ates
Lower Level 
NO sc h o o l in g
Less th a n  a grammar schoo l  diploma
Grammar schoo l  diploma
Less th an  com plet ion  o f  J u n io r  High
I n t e r m e d i a t e  Level
Completion of  J u n io r  High 
Less th an  High School Diploma 
High School Diploma
Higher Level
Some c o l l e g e  
C o l leg e  g rad u a te  
Some g ra d u a te  schoo l













As Table 9 shows, f i f t e e n  women, o r  21.4 per  cen t  o f  
th e  in m a te s ,  were a t  t h e  i n t e r m e d ia t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  
having completed n in e  o r  more y ea rs  of  sc h o o l in g  and in some 
c a s e s  h igh  s c h o o l .  The h ig h e r  l e v e l ,  some c o l l e g e ,  
com plet ion  of c o l l e g e ,  a n d /o r  g ra d u a te  s t u d i e s ,  in c lu d ed  
e leven  women, or  17.2 per  c e n t  of  th e  inmate p o p u la t io n .  A 
c l o s e r  look  a t  t h e  h ig h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l  r e v e a l s  t h a t  th e  
m a jo r i ty  ( e ig h t  out  o f  11) o f  women w i th in  t h i s  ca teg o ry  
were f o r e ig n  (see Table  10).
Although the  d a t a  do no t  a l low  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  between 
non-Greek and Greek in m a te s ,  because of  t h e  sm a l l  number o f  
th e  fo rm er ,  soma comparisons may be n o ted .  F i r s t ,  as  a 
group, t h e  f o r e ig n  women had more educa t ion  th an  d id  Greek
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women- Out of e i g h t  f o r e i g n  women, seven had more than  a 
high schoo l  ed u c a t io n  compared to  f i v e  ou t  o f  62 Greek 
women. T h is  d isc re p an c y  in  the  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t a in m e n t  of  
f o re ig n  and Greek women can be ex p la in ed  by a number of  
i n t e rd e p e n d e n t  f a c t o r s  age ,  r e s id e n c e  and th e  Greek 
e d u c a t i o n a l  system.
As Table  10 shows, when age i s  c o n s id e re d  t h e  inm ates  
with  h ig h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  achievement a r e  mostly  39 yea rs  o ld  
or  younger .  A ll  but  f i v e  of  th e  48 women in  t h i s  ca teg o ry  
had a t  l e a s t  s i x  y e a r s  of s c h o o l in g  p r i o r  to  i n c a r c e r a t i o n .  
In  c o n t r a s t ,  a l l  but  t h r e e  of  t h e  22 inm ates  who were over 
39 had l e s s  than  s i x  yea rs  o f  sch o o l in g  when e n t e r i n g  
p r i s o n .  Notice  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between age and 
e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t a i n m e n t  does no t  ho ld  f o r  th e  Greek g y p s ie s .  
This  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  s i n c e  t h e  low l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  
ach ievm ent ,  i n  f a c t  t h e  absence of  any sch o o l in g  on the  p a r t  
of  g y p s i e s ,  i s  a r e s u l t  of t h e i r  nomadic e x i s t e n c e  r a t h e r  
than  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  o t h e r  f a c t o r s .  Fu r the rm ore ,  t h a t  they  do 
no t  e n r o l l  in  Greek pu b l ic  s c h o o ls  r e f l e c t s  t h e i r  
u n w i l l i n g n e s s  to  i n t e g r a t e  in  t h e  Greek s o c i e t y .
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Table  10: E d u ca t io n a l  Achievement of Inmates  by E t h n i c i t y
C o n t r o l l i n g  f o r  Age*
E d u ca t io n a l  Level Age
15- 20- 30- 40- SO­
IS 29 39 49 59 70+ T o ta l
Primary Level 
no sch o o l in g
g rad u a te  of  p r i s o n  
pr im ary  schoo l
completed pr im ary  school  
p r i o r  t o  i n c a r c e r a t i o n
l e s s  than  com ple t ion  
of j u n i o r  h igh  schoo l
I n t e r m e d i a t e  Level
between 9 6 12 y e a r s  
o f  sc h o o l in g
C o l leg e  Level
some c o l l e g e
completed c o l l e g e  
completed g r a d u a te  schoo l
T o ta l s





2 10 4 1 17











4 28 16 12 70
«Respondents a r e  Greek excep t  where t h e i r  number i s  fo l low ed  
by an " F" , which d e s ig n a t e s  f o r e ig n  women, and a "G" f o r  
Greek g y p s ie s .
The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between age and Greek e d u c a t i o n a l  
achievement on th e  p a r t  o f  t h e  Greek inm ates  i s  b e t t e r  
unders tood  in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  of p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n  
i n  Greece. S ince 1929 only  s i x  y ea rs  of p r im ary  e d u c a t io n .
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from th e  age o f  s i x ,  have been compulsory f o r  Greek 
c h i l d r e n .  Moreover, p r i o r  t o  1964, Greek c h i l d r e n  a t  every  
e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l  were r e q u i r e d  t o  pay t u i t i o n  f e e s  as  well  
as  book c o s t s  ( a f t e r  1964 t h e s e  c o s t s  were e l i m i n a t e d ) .  
Then a g a in ,  even s u c c e s s f u l  com ple t ion  of primary school did 
n o t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  g u a ra n tee  e n t r y  i n t o  a secondary  schoo l  
(gymnasium) s i n c e  th e  number o f  s tu d e n t s  e n t e r in g  a 
gymnasium was l i m i t e d  by c o m p e t i t iv e  exa m in a t io n s .  Thus, 
o ld e r  Greek women t o  a.much g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  than  t h e  younger 
women grew up a t  a t ime when t h e  Greek e d u c a t i o n a l  system 
made i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  c h i ld r e n  t o  co n t in u e  t h e i r  e d u ca t io n  
(Campbell and S h e r r a rd ,  1968: 3 8 4 -8 7 ) .
The degree  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  achievement a l s o  was r e l a t e d  
to  t h e  i n m a te ' s  urban o r  r u r a l  background. There was a 
p reponderance  of  c i t y  d w e l l e r s ,  in  th e  r a t i o  of t h r e e  to  
one, among p r i s o n e r s  with more than  s i x  y ea rs  of sc h o o l in g .  
In  c o n t r a s t ,  inm ates  with  a r u r a l  background dominated the  
c a te g o ry  with l e s s  than s i x  y e a r s  of ed u c a t io n  by a lm ost  
t h r e e  to  one, with a small  r e s i d u a l  group o f  g y p s ie s .  The 
s t a t i s t i c s  r e f l e c t  t h e  s a c r i f i c e  r e q u i r e d  o f  Greeks l i v i n g  
in  r u r a l  a r e a s  who send t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  to  s c h o o l s :  "S ince
o u t s i d e  th e  c i t y  t h e s e  (gymnasiums) a r e  norm ally  e s t a b l i s h e d  
in  s m a l l  towns th e  coun try  c h i l d  i n  1961 paid no t  only fo r  
books and f e e s  but  a l s o  f o r  food and lodg ing"  (Campbell and 
S her ra rd :385)  -
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OCCUPATIONS OF INMATES
As Table  11 r e f l e c t s ,  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  inm ates  a t  
Korydullo ,  p r i o r  to  i n c a r c e r a t i o n ,  worked a t  jobs  which 
r e q u i r e d  l i m i t e d  s k i l l s ,  cou ld  be e a s i l y  e n t e r e d  and l e f t ,  
o r  worked p a r t - t i m e :  s e a m s t r e s s ,  b e a u t i c i a n ,  d ishw asher ,
s a l e s ,  f a c t o r y  worker and so  on. Ward and Kassebaum (1967) 
as  well  a s  Rose G ia l lcm bardo (1966) i n  t h e i r  an a ly s e s  of  
women’ s p r i s o n s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  a l s o  found t h i s  t o  be 
t r u e .
Another d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of th e s e  jo b s  i s  
t h a t  they  demand s k i l l s  o r  a c t i v i t i e s  which women u s u a l ly  
perform in  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  r o l e  as housekeepe rs .  In  l i n e  
with t h i s  argument Giallombardo s t a t e s :  "As might be
expec ted ,  most of th e  inm ates  a r e  r e p r e s e n te d  in  o cc u p a t io n s  
c l o s e l y  a l l i e d  with th e  homemaking r o l e ,  as they  have been 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  f i l l e d  by women" (1966:83).
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Table 11; Last  Occupation P r io r  to  I n c a r c e r a t i o n  
o ccu p a t io n  Number Per c e n t
S tuden t 3 4.3
unemployed 3 4.3
housekeeper 12 17.1
housekeeper  & farm l a b o r e r  
on own & o t h e r ' s  land  8 11.4
s e c r e t a r y / c a s h i e r 4 5.7
r e c e p t i o n i s t / c l e r k 2 2.9
s a l e s  person 4 5-7
b e a u t i c i a n 3 4.3
se a m s t re s s 4 5-7
f a c t o r y  worker 5 7- 1
« h o s p i t a l  w o rk e rs ;2 RHs
2 PNs, 1 n u r s e ' s  a id 5 7. 1
s tew ard ess 1 1-4
dishwasher 1 1.4
se l f -em p lo y ed
(sm al l  s c a l e  b us iness ) 2 2.9
s e l f  employed (middle
s c a l e  b u s in e s s ) 1 1-4
masseuse 1 1-4
gardene r 1 1-4
m igran t  worker 1 1.4
b a r m a i d / p r o s t i t u t e 2 2.9
w a i t r e s s 2 2.9
dom est ic  worker 1 1,4
model 1 1.4
« r a d i o l o g i s t 1 1.4
« te a c h e r 1 1.4
«laywer 1 1.4
T o ta l 70 100
« p r o f e s s i o n a l  occu p a t io n s
Only f i v e  of  t h e  seventy  women had worked a t  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  j o b s ,  and of  t h e s e ,  two were Greeks .  As with 
the  l o w - s k i l l e d  and s e m i - s k i l l e d  jo b s  l i s t e d  above,  th e s e  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  had worked in  t r a d i t i o n a l  female occu p a t io n s
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such as  t e a c h i n g ,  n u r s in g ,  o r  law.
The o c c u p a t io n a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  t h e  p r i s o n  p o p u la t io n  
i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  women i n  t h e  g e n e ra l  p o p u la t io n .  
The i n t r o d u c t i o n  d i s c u s s e d  th e  most t y p i c a l  jo b s  engaged in  
by women o f  th e  g e n e ra l  p o p u la t io n ,  on th e  whole, both 
groups p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  low s t a t u s  o c c u p a t io n s ,  e . g . ,  f a c t o r y  
work; and jobs  which cou ld  be c a r r i e d  o u t  in  t h e i r  homes, 
b e a u t i c i a n  and s e a m s t r e s s .  Moreover,  in  t h e  h ig h e r  
o c c u p a t io n a l  s t a t u s ,  both  groups occup ied  p o s i t i o n s  which 
have t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been f i l l e d  by women — te a c h in g  and 
n u r s in g .
PRIOR PRISON EXPIIIM Q E
The d i s t r i b u t i o n  of p a s t  p r i s o n  e x p e r i e n c e s  shows t h a t  
t h e  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  women, 57 o r  81.4 per  c e n t  o f  th e  inmate 
p o p u la t io n ,  had no p r i o r  p r i s o n  e x p e r i e n c e  (see Table 12).  
These 57 women had no t  p r e v io u s ly  been i n c a r c e r a t e d  i n  o th e r  
p r i s o n s ,  j a i l s ,  workhouses,  and g i r l s  c o r r e c t i o n a l  or  
t r a i n i n g  s c h o o l s .  T h i r t e e n  o f  t h e  70 women, however,  did 
have some ty p e  of p r i o r  p r i s o n  e x p e r ie n c e -  Of t h e s e  13, s ix  
had one p r i o r  commitment, fo u r  had between two and four  
p r i o r  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  two had seven,  and one had a t  l e a s t  35 
p r i o r  commitments. Table  12 conf irm s t h a t  only two of  th e  
t h i r t e e n  women who had p r e v io u s l y  se rved  p r i s o n  te rm s  were 
aw a i t in g  d i s p o s i t i o n .  Fu r the rm ore ,  one out  of  th e  two had 
four  p r i o r  c o n v ic t io n s -
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Table  12: Legal  S t a tu s  By Number of  P re v io u s  Commitments 
Legal S t a t u s  Number Of P re v io u s  Commitments
none 1 2 3 4 7 35+ T o ta l
a w a i t in g
d i s p o s i t i o n 10 1 0 0 1 0 0 12
sen tenced 47 5 2 1 0 2 1 58
— — — — — — —  — — — —  —
T o ta l s 57 6 2 1 1 2 1 70
O v e r a l l , r e c i d i v i sro a t Korydullo i s f a i r l y low. l e s s
th a n  20 p e r  c e n t  of th e  inm ate  p o p u la t io n  having had p r i o r  
p r i s o n  e x p e r i e n c e .  This  p ro v id e s  a n ic e  c o n t r a s t  with o t h e r  
c u s t o d i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  women o f f e n d e r s :  G ia l lo m b a rd o 's
s tu d y  of  t h e  Alderson p r i s o n  a s  w el l  as ward and Kassebaum's 
s tu d y  of  F o n ta r a .  Gial lombardo found t h a t  app rox im a te ly  
h a l f  o f  the  653 women con f ined  a t  Alderson had p r e v io u s ly  
been conf ined  (1966:78) .  Ward and Kassebaum's d a ta  r e v e a l  
t h a t  th e  inmate  p o p u la t io n  of F on te ra  had many r e p e a t e r s ;  
67 per  c e n t  o f  the  819 women had p r i o r  p r i so n  e x p e r i e n c e  
(1967:64) .
I f  one compares th e  two American c u s t o d i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
w ith  K orydu l lo ,  two s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  may be n o te d .  
F i r s t ,  c o n s id e r in g  t h a t  Korydullo  i s  th e  only  p r i so n  f o r  
women in  G reece ,  the  inmate p o p u la t io n  i s  c o n s id e r a b ly  
s m a l le r  than  a t  e i t h e r  o f  th e  two American i n s t i t u t i o n s .  
Second, of th e  t h r e e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  Korydullo  has th e  f e w e s t  
r e c i d i v i s t s .
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OFFENSES ACCORDING TO TYPE OF CRIME
As Table  13 d e m o n s t r a te s ,  t h e  inmate  p o p u la t io n  a t  
Korydullo  was comprised o f  58 women who were sen tenced  and 
12 women who were aw a i t in g  d i s p o s i t i o n .  Of th o s e  a w a i t in g  
d i s p o s i t i o n  f i v e  were being d e ta in e d  f o r  t h e f t ,  t h r e e  f o r  
n a r c o t i c s ,  one f o r  a t tem p ted  murder ,  one as an accomplice t o  
i n f a n t i c i d e ,  one f o r  ro b b e ry ,  and one f o r  a c ce p t in g  and 
ho ld in g  s t o l e n  goods. All o f  t h e  d e t a i n e e s  were Greek 
e x c e p t  f o r  two of the  t h r e e  women held  on n a r c o t i c  
v i o l a t i o n s .
Of t h e  58 inm ates  s e rv in g  a p r i s o n  te rm ,  th e  m a jo r i t y ,  
57 p e r  c e n t ,  were i n c a r c e r a t e d  f o r  c r im es  a g a i n s t  th e  
pe rson ;  t h e  r e s t  of them were doing t ime f o r  p r o p e r ty  
o f f e n s e s .  w i th in  t h e  l a t t e r  d i v i s i o n  th e  most f r e q u e n t  
o f f e n s e  f o r  which inm ates  were s e rv in g  t ime was t h e f t ,  t h a t  
i s ,  13 inmates  o r  18.6 per  c e n t .  The second most f r e q u e n t  
o f f e n s e  was f r a u d ,  fo u r  inm ates  o r  5 .7  p e r  c e n t ,  c l o s e l y  
fo l low ed  by embezzlement,  t h r e e  inm ates  or 4 .3  per  c e n t .  
The rem ain ing  two c a t e g o r i e s ,  a c c e p t in g  and ho ld ing  s t o l e n  
goods and d e b t ,  had one v i o l a t o r  each .
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Table 13; Type o f  o f fe n s e  By l e g a l  S t a tu s
Type o f  O ffense Legal S ta tu s  
Sentenced Awaiting D i s p o s i t io n
murder
accomplice t o  murder 
a t tem p ted  murder 
a t tem p ted  i n f a n t i c i d e
f a i l u r e  to  o b ta in  
medical  c l e a r a n c e  
p r o c u r a t io n  of minors 







cau s in g  d e a th  while  d r iv in g  
w ithou t  a l i c e n s e  1
n a r c o t i c s
p e r ju r y
P ro p e r ty  O ffenses
t h e f t
f o rg e ry
a c c e p t in g  and ho ld ing  
s t o l e n  goods
deb t
embezzlement
f r a u d
robbery











A Close look a t  t h e  g e n e ra l  breakdown of  c r im es  a g a in s t  
t h e  person r e v e a l s  t h a t  more th a n  h a l f  of t h e  in m a te s ,  23, 
were i n c a r c e r a t e d  f o r  t h e i r  involvement i n  some ty p e  of 
homicide: murder, a t tem p ted ,  accom plice ,  o r  i n f a n t i c i d e .
The second l a r g e s t  ca tego ry  w i th in  t h i s  d i v i s i o n ,  n a r c o t i c s ,  
in c lu d e d  e i g h t  inm a te s  s i x  of  whom were non-Greeks .  Thus, 
a l l  o f  t h e s e  in m a te s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of  t h e i r  l e g a l  s t a t u s ,  were
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apprehended f o r  u s in g ,  buying a n d /o r  s e l l i n g  n a r c o t i c s .  
N a rco t ic  v i o l a t i o n s  a r e  seen as  t h e  m a n i f e s t a t io n  o f
u n d e s i r a b l e  f o re ig n  ways whose e r a d i c a t i o n  from Greek 
s o c i e ty  i s  s t r o n g ly  ad v o ca ted .  Thus, Greek law imposes 
heavy p e n a l t i e s  f o r  such c r im es .
D esp i te  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  in  Greece p r o s t i t u t i o n  i s  l e g a l ,  
t h r e e  " p r o s t i t u t e s "  were a r r e s t e d  n o t  f o r  p r o s t i t u t i o n  per 
se  bu t  f o r  r e l a t e d  o f f e n s e s .  Two o f  t h e  c a s e s  inv o lv ed  
o ld e r  women who were pandering— p ro cu r in g  minors f o r
economic g a in .  In  t h e  o th e r  ca se  the  inm ate  had
c o n s i s t e n t l y  and f o r  an extended p e r io d  of t ime f a i l e d  t o  
o b ta in  m ed ica l  c l e a r a n c e ,  r e q u i r e d  of  a l l  r e g i s t e r e d  
p r o s t i t u t e s .  This  inm ate  was im prisoned  because ,  even a f t e r  
being f i n e d ,  she had n o t  r e c e iv e d  a medical  exam ina t ion .  
R e g is te re d  p r o s t i t u t e s  a r e  imprisoned f o r  t h i s  v i o l a t i o n  in  
o rd e r  t o  be p h y s i c a l l y  examined.
In a more d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  and l a r g e s t  
ca teg o ry  above,  homic ide ,  i t  should be n o t i c e d  t h a t  Table 13 
does n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h  betweeen types  of c r im in a l  homic ide ,  
whether f i r s t  o r  second deg ree ,  n o n -n e g l ig e n t  m a n -s lau g b te r ,  
n e g l ig e n t  m anslaughter  and so on, s i n c e  t h i s  ty p e  o f  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  i s  no t  used in  Greece- Greek law d e f i n e s  a l l  
c r im i n a l  hom ic ides ,  ex cep t  f o r  j u s t i f i a b l e ,  s u i c i d a l  
c o m p l i c i t y ,  i n f a n t i c i d e  and n e g l ig e n c e ,  as  i n t e n t i o n a l  
homicides .
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In  d ea l in g  w i th  i n t e n t i o n a l  homicide A r t i c l e  299 o f  the  
Greek Penal  Code s t i p u l a t e s  t h a t ;  " (1 )  One who 
i n t e n t i o n a l l y  k i l l s  a n o th e r  s h a l l  be punished by dea th  or  by 
confinement i n  a p e n i t e n t i a r y  f o r  l i f e .  (2) I f  t h e  o f fe n se  
i s  conce ived  and committed i n  a s t a t e  of p s y c h o lo g ic a l  
e x c i te m e n t ,  conf inem en t  i n  a p e n i t e n t i a r y  f o r  a c e r t a i n  
p e r io d  o f  t im e  s h a l l  be imposed" (1973;147).  A r t i c l e  299 
does n o t  e x p l i c i t l y  d e f in e  t h e  v a r io u s  ty p e s  o f  homicide. 
Greek law accommodates th e s e  d i s t i n c t i o n s ,  no t  under A r t i c l e  
299 bu t  r a t h e r  under  v a r i a t i o n s  found w i th in  i t s  g en e ra l  
e x p l i c a t i o n  of  th e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  o f f e n s e .  This  a p p l i e s  to  
misdemeanors as  w e l l  as  f e l o n i e s .  For example. A r t i c l e  299 
in  i t s e l f  does no t  c o n s id e r  d i s t i n c t i o n s  such as a t tem pted  
murder or c o m p l i c i t y .  There a r e  o th e r  a r t i c l e s ,  which in  
co n ju n c t io n  with A r t i c l e  299 may o r  may not  be used t o  
d e f in e  homicide o r  any o th e r  c r im i n a l  a c t  w ith  regard  t o  
d e g re e ,  p r e m e d i t a t i o n ,  o r  i n t e n t  t o  commit such an a c t .  I t  
i s  on ly  i n  com bina t ion  with one o r  more o f  such a r t i c l e s  
t h a t  a s p e c t s  such a s  a t tem p t  o r  c o m p l ic i ty  a r e  de f in ed  
( I b i d ; 51-52) .
I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t ,  on t h e  one hand, i n t e n t  and 
p r e m e d i ta t io n  a r e  r e f l e c t e d  in  t h e  s e v e r i t y  o f  t h e  sen ten ce  
imposed. On th e  o t h e r  hand. A r t i c l e  45; c o - p r i n c i p a l s  — 
" I f  s e v e r a l  p e r s o n s  j o i n t l y  commit an o f f e n s e ,  each one 
s h a l l  be punished a s  a p r i n c i p a l , "  ( I b i d ; 52) a l low s  equa l  
p ro s e c u t io n  of a l l  p a r t i c i p a n t s ;  even w ith  minimal 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  a c r im i n a l  a c t  t h e  o f f e n d e r  may be t r i e d  as
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a p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i c i p a n t .  By i m p l i c a t i o n ,  even though some 
were imprisoned f o r  murder, i t  does no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean 
t h a t  th ey  ac ted  a lone  o r  t h a t  they  a c t u a l l y  "committed th e  
m urder ,"  s i n c e  under A r t i c l e  45 th ey  may be held  j o i n t l y  
r e s p o n s i b l e .
In  t h i s  s tu d y ,  of 16 inmates  sen ten ced  f o r  murder, f i v e  
had n o t  a c te d  a lo n e .  Moreover, two o f  t h e  f i v e  d id  not  
a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  homicide; t h a t  i s ,  a l th o u g h  
th e y  knew t h a t  t h e  murder was going to  t a k e  p lace  and even 
a s s i s t e d  i n  i t s  p la n n in g ,  th ey  d id  no t  a c t u a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  
in  th e  ex e c u t io n  of  t h e  a c t .  Yet,  a l l  f i v e  were t r i e d  as  
p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r a t h e r  than  as accom pl ices ,  a s  were 
t h e i r  p a r t n e r s .
As Wolfgang (1958) and o t h e r s  (Ann Smith,  1962; and 
Report  of  t h e  Royal Commission on C a p i t a l  Punishment,  1953) 
have m a in ta in e d ,  t h e  v ic t im s  of  a woman who commits c r im es  
o f  v io le n c e  a re  seldom s t r a n g e r s  t o  h e r .  U sua l ly ,  th e y  a r e  
p a r t  o f  her immediate s o c i a l  c i r c l e  — l o v e r ,  husband, o r  
o th e r  members of  he r  f am i ly .  In t h i s  s tudy  a l l  o f  th e  
v ic t im s  or n e a r - v i c t i m s ,  i f  no t  fam ily  members, were a t  
l e a s t  ac q u a in ta n c e s .  The fo l lo w in g  l i s t  o f  v i c t im s  
i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s :  (1) t e n  husbands and an ex-husband; (2)
two f i a n c e s ;  (3) t h e  wife of a male f r i e n d ;  (4) a f u t u r e  
s o n - in - la w ;  (5) t h r e e  o f f s p r i n g ;  (6) a man su sp ec ted  of  
k i l l i n g  t h e  in m a te ' s  s t e p - s i s t e r ;  (7) a f a t h e r ;  (8) a 
b r o t h e r ;  (9) a l a n d la d y ;  (10) a n e i g h b o r ' s  c h i l d ;  and
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(11) a s t e p - f a t h e r *
C on tra ry  t o  W olfgang 's  f i n d i n g s  t h e  most w idely  used 
method in  w ife-husband k i l l i n g s  was n e i t h e r  poison nor 
s t a b b in g  (1958 :212-16) .  As Table 14 shows, Greek women 
s e l e c t e d  a v a r i e t y  o f  t e c h n iq u e s  t o  c a r r y  out  th e s e  
k i l l i n g s .  The most f r e q u en t  method was to  b e a t  t h e i r  
inm ates  t o  dea th  w i th  a b lu n t  i n s t r u m e n t ,  i . e . ,  a hammer, a 
s t e e l  bar ,  a p e s t l e  o r  s to n e s .  In  agreement with Wolfgang 's  
f i n d i n g s ,  th e  scene  of  t h e  cr ime was t h e  home; a l l  o f  th e s e  
k i l l i n g s  took p la c e  e i t h e r  in  th e  home or  o u t s i d e  th e  home.
Table  14: Method o r  Weapon Used t o  Commit Homicide
Method/Weapon Number
e l e c t r i c i t y  1
b l u n t  in s t ru m e n t  7
s t r a n g u l a t i o n  5
f i r e  1
drowning 1
po ison  2
g u n / p i s t o l  2
k n i f e  2
jumping o f f  ba lcony 1
unknown 1
T o ta l  23
Background in fo rm a t io n  r e g a r d in g  th e  n a t u r e  of the  
v ic t im - o f f e n d e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  r e v e a l e d  one dominating 
p a t t e r n .  In  a l l  c a s e s ,  none of  t h e  v i c t im s  was an in n o c en t  
b y s ta n d e r  o r  s t r a n g e r .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  to  a g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s e r  
e x t e n t ,  th e  homicides were, as Wolfgang has e x p re s s e d .
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v i c t i m - p r e c i p i t a t e d  (1958 :245-258) .  Wolfgang d e f in e s  
v i c t i m - p r e c i p i t a t e d  homicides a s  " . . . t h o s e  c r i m i n a l  
homicides i n  which t h e  v ic t im  i s  a d i r e c t ,  p o s i t i v e  
p r e c i p i t a t o r  i n  th e  c r i m e . . . .  The f i r s t  t o  commence the  
i n t e r p l a y  of r e s o r t  t o  p h y s i c a l  v io le n c e "  (1958:252).  This  
a n a l y s i s ,  however,  uses  a more g e n e ra l  d e f i n i t i o n  — one 
which i n c l u d e s  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  abuse a long with  p h y s i c a l  
abuse.
Based on t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  in m a te s ,  v i c t i m - p r e c i p i t a t i o n  
appeared t o  be e s p e c i a l l y  e v id e n t  i n  t h e  k i l l i n g s  of  
husbands and l o v e r s .  In  moments o f  em otion ,  p a s s io n ,  o r  
j e a lo u s y  when t h e s e  women could  no lo n g e r  c o n ta in  t h e i r  
f r u s t r a t i o n  and ange r ,  t h e y  ex p ressed  them selves  by s t r i k i n g  
o u t  a t  t h e  men th e y  b e l i e v e d  were c au s in g  t h e i r  d i s t r e s s  
(Simmon, 1975-1976).
Of th e  t e n  women who had murdered t h e i r  husbands,  t h r e e  
were ex trem ely  d i s s a t i s f i e d  with t h e i r  m a r r ia g e s .  A ll  t h r e e  
had been a g a i n s t  t h e  m arr iage  from t h e  beginning  and 
consented  on ly  because o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  custom of  the  
f a t h e r ’s  s e l e c t i n g  the  groom. These same women had asked 
f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  from l e g a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  as  w e l l  as  from fam i ly  
members. Both groups responded by t e l l i n g  them t o  be 
p a t i e n t — kane epomone— t h a t  with t ime t h i n g s  would improve. 
The women were a l s o  reminded t h a t  t h e r e  were c h i l d r e n  
in vo lved  f o r  whose sake th e  b e s t  a l t e r n a t i v e  was to  remain 
m arr ied .  Moreover, two of t h e s e  women were a l s o  in v o lv ed
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w ith  o th e r  men and e n v i s io n e d  a b e t t e r  l i f e  to  come i f  and 
when th e  men who were caus ing  t h e i r  d i s c o n t e n t  were 
e l im in a t e d .
Four women, a l though  n o t  unhappy w ith  t h e i r  mates,  were 
d i s s a t i s f i e d  with  t h e i r  home environment.  According to  them 
t h e i r  mates had c r e a te d  unb ea ra b le  f a m i ly  s i t u a t i o n s  by 
c o n s i s t e n t l y  g e t t i n g  drunk, p lay ing  c a r d s ,  a n d /o r  c a r r y i n g  
on w ith  o th e r  women. This  ty p e  of  beh av io r  le d  t o  many 
fam ily  q u a r r e l s ,  and d u r in g  one of  t h e s e  arguments the  
husband was s l a i n  by h i s  w ife .
According t o  background in fo rm a t io n  on e v e n ts  l e a d in g  
up to  th e  c r im es ,  t h e  rem ain ing  t h r e e  women were not 
" fo rc e d "  t o  marry t h e i r  sp o u se s ,  nor d id  t h e  murders occur  
a f t e r  domestic  arguments.  B a th e r ,  t h e  main p r e c i p i t a t i n g  
f o r c e  was ir .v lovement with  o th e r  men. In  one of th e  c a s e s ,  
t h e  wife murdered her  husband a f t e r  he d i sc o v e red  and 
co n f ro n ted  her  about he r  tw o -y ear  a f f a i r  w i th  t h e i r  house 
g u e s t .  This  homicide was s t i l l  v i c t i m - p r e c i p i t a t e d  in  th e  
s e n se  t h a t  th e  murder was provoked by the  v i c t i m ' s  
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  of th e  d is c o v e ry  of h i s  w i f e ' s  i n f i d e l i t y .  In  
t h e  o th e r  two c a s e s ,  both  women p l o t t e d  t h e i r  hu sb a n d s’ 
murders with t h e i r  l o v e r s ,  and th e  d a ta  does not  r e v e a l  any 
v i c t i m - p r e c i p i t a t i o n .
The two inm ates  who had k i l l e d  t h e i r  f i a n c e s  were, as  
were most o f  th e  women who had murdered t h e i r  husbands, a l s o  
provoked by th e  v i c t i m s .  Both of t h e s e  women had been
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engaged to  t h e i r  v ic t im s  f o r  an extended p e r io d  of  t im e .
In one ca se  th e  inmate  s t r a n g l e d  her  f i a n c e  in  a 
s t r u g g l e  which fo l low ed h i s  d i s c l o s u r e  t h a t  he was m a r r ie d ,  
t h a t  t h e  purpose  of  t h e i r  "engagement" was h i s  o b ta in in g  her  
money f o r  h i s  p e r s o n a l  u se .  The second c a se  invo lved  an 
engaged couple  who were l i v i n g  to g e th e r ;  t h e  v ic t im  was 
f a t a l l y  s h o t  a f t e r  he announced t h a t  he was going to  marry 
someone e l s e .
In  the  two ca ses  of c h i ld -m u rd e r  and t h e  one case  o f  
i n f a n t i c i d e ,  th e  background in fo rm a t io n  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  
reason  fo r  t h e  o ccu rren c e  o f  t h e s e  murders concurs  with th e  
s u p p o s i t i o n  p re se n te d  by Ann Smith; " . . . t h e  murder o f  
c h i l d r e n ,  o f  whatever age ,  i s  n e a r ly  always due to  t h e  
d e s i r e  t o  save them from an imagined worse f a t e "  (1962:25) .  
Even though,  " to  save t h e  c h i l d  from an imagined worse 
f a t e , "  was g iven  as  th e  primary  r e a s o n ,  th e  background 
in fo rm a t io n  r e v e a l s  an o th e r  p o s s i b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  namely, a 
bad m arr iag e .  Being d i s c o n t e n t  i n  t h e i r  m a r r ia g e s ,  t h e s e  
women murdered t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  punish t h e i r  husbands, who 
th e y  b e l i e v e d  were making l i f e  m ise rab le  f o r  them and t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n .  Thus, th e  u n d e r ly in g  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e s e  
c h i ld -m u rd e rs  was t h e i r  vengeance r a t h e r  than  th e  b e l i e f  
t h a t  death  would save t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  from a worse f a t e .  
This  e x p la n a t io n  seems more p l a u s i b l e  s i n c e  l o g i c a l l y  d e a th  
i s  t h e  worse p o s s i b l e  f a t e .
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Furtherm ore ,  dur ing  each o f  th e  two i n s t a n c e s  of  
c h i ld -m u rd e r ,  the  mothers a l s o  a t tem p ted  s u i c i d e .  According 
t o  J.H* M orton 's  a r t i c l e ,  "Female Homicides,"  a t tem p ted
s u i c i d e ,  on th e  p a r t  o f  the  mother,  i s  t y p i c a l  in
c h i ld -m u rd e rs .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  he d e s c r i b e s  such women as
" . . . i n v a r i a b l y  showing s ig n s  of some i n h e r e n t  mental  
weakness" (1934 :25) .  Although i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  a c ce p t  
t h i s  s u p p o s i t i o n ,  i t  was suppor ted  by an i n t e r e s t i n g  
phenomenon which occu rred  du r ing  th e  i n t e rv i e w s  a t
Korydullo .  The two women, one of  them e s p e c i a l l y ,  found 
d i f f i c u l t y  i n  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on th e  q u e s t i o n s  a t  hand and 
o f t e n  s l i p p e d  i n t o  a l i g h t  t r a n c e .  The w r i t e r  reco rded  
t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s  and l a t e r  d i s c u s s e d  them with  th e  s o c i a l  
worker,  u rg in g  h e r  t o  o b ta in  p s y c h i a t r i c  he lp  f o r  th e s e  
women. She informed th e  w r i t e r  t h a t  both  were a l r e a d y  under 
p s y c h i a t r i c  care*
WHY THERE ARE SO FEW GREEK WOMEN IN PRISON
As shown above, W olfgang 's  v ic t im  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  
e x p l a in s  why some women commit v i o l e n t  p e r s o n a l  c r im es .  
Yet, h i s  a n a l y s i s  does no t  bear  on why t h e r e  a r e  so few 
Greek women, only 62, i n  p r i s o n ,  o t h e r  s c i e n t i s t s  have 
addressed  t h i s  ques t ion  and have s u p p l i e d  v a r io u s  
e x p l a n a t io n s  (Smith, 1962; G ia l lom bardo ,  1966; P o l i a k ,  
1950). For i n s t a n c e ,  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  m a in ta in  t h a t  sex 
has  s t a t i s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  in  d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  c r im i n a l s  
from n o n - c r im in a l s .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  in  G reece ,  as  has been
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found in  o th e r  c o u n t r i e s  men commit more c r im es  than 
women — f o r  every  e i g h t  co n v ic ted  men th e r e  i s  on ly  one 
c o n v ic te d  fem ale .  P o l i a k ,  on th e  o th e r  hand, e x p la in s  t h i s  
v a r i a t i o n  a s  a r e s u l t  -of p r e f e r e n t i a l  t r e a tm e n t  of  women 
over  men a t  every  l e v e l .  According t o  h i s  r e a s o n in g ,  they 
a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  be a r r e s t e d ,  t r i e d ,  co n v ic te d  and 
im prisoned .  G ial lombardo,  Smart (1977) and Smith,  however, 
account f o r  t h i s  v a r i a t i o n  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  
p ro cess  o f  men and women d i f f e r s  and t h i s  no t  only 
i n f lu e n c e s  t h e  amount o f  c r im i n a l  behav io r  bu t  a l s o  t h e  form 
i t  t a k e s .
While th e  w r i t e r  i s  n o t  n e g a t in g  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  any of  
t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  her knowledge and r e s e a r c h  of 
Greek c u l t u r a l  v a lu es  has  l e d  her t o  exp lo re  how th e  concept  
of  p h i l o t imc (honor) a s  one among o th e r  c u l t u r a l  v a lu es  
o p e r a t e s  t o  i n f lu e n c e  b eh a v io r .  There a re  o th e r  i n f l u e n t i a l  
c u l t u r a l  v a lu e s  o p e r a t in g  in  th e  l a r g e r  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  as 
w ell  as  w i th in  Korydullo; meson — means by which an end i s  
ach ieved ;  p h i lo x e n ia  — h o s p i t a l i t y ;  and an t hropo i  
em asta i  — we a re  only people .  As p r e v io u s ly  s t a t e d ,  
p h i l o t imo h a s  been s e l e c t e d  f o r  th e  purpose a t  hand because ,  
while i t  a c t s  as a s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  measure, i t  may a l so  
i n s t i g a t e  d e v ia n t  b eh av io r .
Ph i l o t i m o can b e s t  be t r a n s l a t e d  as  " love  or honor" or  
s e l f - r e s p e c t .  S a f i l i o s - E o t h s c h i l d  i n  th e  fo l lo w in g  passage 
has  c a p tu re d  the  essence  o f  p h i l o t i mo:
R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
79
Honor as t h e  core  of  o n e ' s  e s sen c e  r e p r e s e n t in g  
o n e ' s  masculine o r  feminine i n t e g r i t y ,  i s  th e  
p r e v a l e n t  va lue  i n  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r e  of 
M edite r ranean  c o u n t r i e s .  Unless one i s  a member 
of t h e  upper c l a s s  o r  th e  power eche lon  of 
s o c i e t y ,  s o c i a l  ac ce p tan c e  i s  not  p o s s i b l e  of  
u n sp o i led  honor. C lo s e ly  connected  with honor i s  
th e  concep t  of  shame; an i n d i v i d u a l  u s u a l ly  f e e l s  
ashamed when he has been d ishonored  i n  t h e  eyes of 
h i s  f r i e n d s  and community a t  l a r g e  (1972:84).
I t  i s  p o s se s s io n  o f  p h i lo t im o  t h a t  s o c i a l i z e s  a Greek 
t o  p u b l i c  op in ion  (or in  Durkheimian and E r ic k so n ia n  
t e rm in o lo g y ,  keeps h im /her  w i th in  the  s o c i a l  boundar ie s  of  
a c c e p ta b le  behavior)  and o b l ig e s  h im /her  to  conform t o  the  
norms of  c o n d u c t .  Only a ph i lo t im o s  Greek, t h a t  i s ,  one who 
has p h i lo t im o , i s  r e s p e c t a b l e  and w e l l  s o c i a l i z e d .  There i s  
a m in o r i ty  of  peop le ,  t h e  a p h i l o t i m o i , who a r e  not 
ad eq u a te ly  s o c i a l i z e d  and do no t  ex p e r ie n c e  shame; they  
t h e r e f o r e  a r e  l e s s  concerned with what o th e r s  may sa y ,  and 
may n o t  on ly  a c t  in  ways which b r in g  d ishonor  upon 
them selves  bu t  may a l s o  do no th ing  t o  defend  t h e i r  honor 
when th e  s i t u a t i o n  a r i s e s .
There a re  a v a r i e t y  o f  ways i n  which i n d i v i d u a l s  may 
o b ta in  a n d / o r  m ain ta in  t h e i r  honor;  t h e s e  d i f f e r  f o r  the  
sex es .  Men a re  honorab le  when th ey  a r e ;  courageous;  
f e a r l e s s ;  s e l f - c o n f i d e n t ;  when they use  t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s  to  
do something p ro d u c t iv e ;  when th e y  e f f e c t i v e l y  d e a l  with 
t h e  problems and dangers which su r ro u n d  them as well  as 
being ab le  t o  be good p r o t e c t o r s  of  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  and t h e i r  
honor.  In  o th e r  words, a man who does  no t  p o s se s s  th e s e  
q u a l i t i e s  may no t  only j e o p a rd iz e  h i s  honor bu t  h i s  f a m i l y ' s
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as w e l l .
Women a r e  honorab le  when they  p o s s e s s ,  n t r o p e , namely, 
shame. By shame Greeks mean sexua l  shame, which i s  
ep i tom ized  by modesty, v i r g i n i t y ,  p a s s i v i t y ,  and u n s e l f i s h  
l o v e .  Honor i s  th u s  bestowed upon unmarried a s  w el l  as  
m arr ied  women- Women a re  d ish o n o red ,  t h e n ,  when they  behave 
" l i k e  a man, en joy ing  freedom, e s p e c i a l l y  s e x u a l  freedom" 
( I b i d :  1972) .
A combinat ion  cf  th e s e  q u a l i t i e s  comes t o g e t h e r  t o  form 
fam ily  honor- Campbell c o n c i s e ly  d e s c r i b e s  t h i s  fo rm a t io n  
a s :  "A wife  a c c e p ts  her h u sb a n d 'a  a u t h o r i t y ,  shows r e s p e c t
and esteems him, i f  he proves  h im s e l f  and i f  he uses  h i s  
power over  h i s  fam ily  with a measure of  j u s t i c e "  (1964:15).  
In  tu rn  s o c i e t y  measures him in  th e  same way — or  as 
ex p ressed  in  an o ld  Greek p roverb ,  " I t ' s  b e t t e r  to  l o s e  your 
eye than  your name."
To r e c a p i t u l a t e ,  a person  who i s  p h i l o t i mos, i s  one who 
on the  one hand i s  w i l l i n g  t o  defend h i s / h e r  honor a t  any 
c o s t .  On t h e  o th e r  hand, h e / s h e  i s  a l s o  a person who a b id e s  
by c u l t u r a l  norms so as  n o t  t o  mar o n e ' s  r e p u t a t i o n .  I t  
shou ld  be mentioned t h a t  merely engaging in  s o c i a l l y  
d isapproved  behav io r  does n o t  a u t o m a t i c a l ly  c a l l  f o r  the  
s a fe g u a rd in g  o f  o n e ' s  honor ,  s in c e  honor i s  t a i n t e d  only  
when and i f  t h e  d isapproved  a c t  becomes known to  o t h e r s .  In  
Greek s o c i e t y ,  i t  i s  p u b l i c  knowledge of t h e s e  a c t s  ( r a t h e r  
th a n  th e  a c t s  them selves)  t h a t  b r in g s  shame on the  g u i l t y
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p a r t y ,  prompting t h e  l a t t e r  t o  a c t i o n s  in  defense  of  t h e i r  
honor ,  i n c lu d in g  in  some i n s t a n c e s  t h e  committ ing of honor 
c r im es .
The w r i t e r  would l i k e  to  e x p lo re  th e  concept  o f  honor 
a s  i t  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  d a t a  in  t h i s  s tu d y .  I f  one an a ly ze s  
t h e  c a te g o ry  of  c r im es  a g a i n s t  th e  p e r so n ,  24 of  t h e s e  32 
c r im i n a l  a c t s  invo lved  v ic t im s  with whom th e  inm ates  were 
i n t i m a t e l y  in v o lv e d .  Of t h e  24, a l l  bu t  one r e p r e s e n t  some 
ty p e  of  homicide .  When motive was i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  th e  
m a jo r i ty  o f  t h e  homicides were a s s o c i a t e d  with  p r i o r  r e a l  o r  
imagined l o s s  of honor.
For example,  i f  one a p p l i e s  th e  concep t  of honor t o  th e  
two ca se s  where both  women k i l l e d  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  lo v e r s  
who were a l s o  t h e i r  f i a n c e s ,  i t  can be s a i d  t h a t  both of  
them were e x p e r ien c in g  em ot iona l  t u r m o i l  s in c e  th e  l i a s i o n  
a l r e a d y  known to  o t h e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  was t o  
be t e r m i n a t e d .  According to  t h e s e  in m a te s ,  s in c e  they  were 
unable  to  c o n t a in  th e  shame and d i s g r a c e  which was to  b e f a l l  
them, they  took  i t  upon themselves  t o  avenge t h e i r  honor.
In  a n o th e r  c a s e ,  a mother avenged her  d a u g h t e r ' s  honor 
by k i l l i n g  her f u t u r e  s o n - in - la w ,  who a f t e r  a formal 
engagement c e l e b r a t i o n ,  w itnessed  by h e r  v i l l a g e ,  broke the  
b e t r o t h a l  a f t e r  they  had l i v e d  t o g e t h e r  f o r  a y ea r .  In  
s t i l l  a n o th e r  c a s e ,  fam ily  honor was upheld when a d a u g h te r ,  
i n  c o n ju n c t io n  with h e r  s t e p -m o th e r ,  k i l l e d  t h e  man they  
b e l ie v e d  had k i l l e d  one o f  t h e i r  f am ily  members. Then
R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
82
a g a in ,  a grandmother s e v e r ly  b a t t e r e d  a n e i g h b o r ' s  c h i l d .  
According t o  t h i s  inm ate  t h e  ne ighbor  had b a t t e r e d  her 
g r a n d c h i ld  while he was under  her c a re  and she ,  th e  
g randm other ,  had r e t a l i a t e d .
Although the  rem ain ing  c a s e s  in v o lv in g  some type  of  
homicide cannot  be c o n s id e re d  pure  honor c r im e s ,  honor does 
p lay  a p a r t .  C ons ider  f o r  example,  th e  homicides  in which 
women had k i l l e d  t h e i r  husbands- The dominant p a t t e r n  i n  
a l l  o f  t h e s e  c a s e s  was t h a t  t h e  v ic t im  was a "bad 
p ro v id e r "  — g e t t i n g  drunk,  p la y in g  c a rd s ,  c a r r y i n g  on with  
o th e r  women a n d /o r  u n j u s t l y  b e a t i n g  them. In  t h i s  way, 
th e n ,  t h e  husband had a l re a d y  b ro u g h t  d ishonor  upon h im s e l f  
and h i s  f a m i ly .  R e c a l l  t h a t  i n  some of th e s e  cases  th e  
women had been u n f a i t h f u l  t o  t h e i r  husbands; t h e r e f o r e ,  
th e y  had d ishonored  them se lves  as  well  a s  t h e i r  f a m i ly .  
Thus, one might s p e c u l a t e  t h a t  honor as  a s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  
mechanism had a l r e a d y  been undermined p r i o r  to  t h e  
commitment o f  t h e s e  hom ic ides ,  t h e r e b y ,  weakening the  s o c i a l  
s a n c t io n s  in  r e g a rd  t o  d e v ia n t  b e h a v io r .  In  t h i s  way th e  
concep t  o f  honor which s t a r t e d  ou t  as  a s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  i s  
t ran s fo rm ed  i n t o  a m o t iv a t in g  f o r c e  f o r  d e v ia n t  b eh a v io r .
In  c o n c lu s io n ,  t h e n ,  a p o s s i b l e  e x p la n a t io n  a s  to  why 
t h e r e  a r e  so few women in  p r i s o n  might be r e l a t e d  t o  th e  
concep t  o f  honor t h a t  i s ,  honor a c t s  as a s t r o n g  s a n c t io n  
i n h i b i t i n g  d e v ia n t  b eh av io r .  Y et ,  th e  l o s s  o f  honor which 
might appear  to  o t h e r  c u l t u r e s  a s  i n s i g n i f i c a n t ,  f o r
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example, l o s s  o f  honor due to  a broken b e t r o t h a l ,  has h e re  
the  p o t e n t i a l  of provoking major c r im in a l  a c t s .
ÇOMÇMSIOI
A summary o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of th e  inmate 
p o p u la t io n  r e v e a l s ,  f i r s t ,  t h a t  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  women 
co n f in ed  a t  Korydullo  were young Greeks. Second, t h e i r  
m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  was more or l e s s  even ly  d i s t r i b u t e d  over the  
fo u r  major c a t e g o r i e s  — s i n g l e ,  m arr ied ,  d ivorced  and 
widowed. The h igh  in c id e n c e  of d iv o rce  among Greek women a t  
Korydullo  seemed p e c u l i a r ,  g iven  t h a t  Greeks g e n e r a l ly  
r e g a rd  th e  fam ily  as  one o f  t h e i r  most p r iz e d  s o c i a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  I t  was suggested  t h a t  the  high in c id e n c e  o f  
d iv o rc e  r e s u l t e d ,  from th e  hu sb an d 's  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  d iv o rce  
p roceed ings  a f t e r  t h e i r  spouses were im prisoned .  T h ird ,  the  
m a jo r i ty  o f  the inmates  had a low e d u c a t i o n a l  background, 
t h a t  i s  l e s s  th a n  complet ion of  j u n i o r  high schoo l .  
Fur the rm ore ,  the  m a jo r i ty  o f  t h e  women i n  t h e  h ig h e r  
e d u c a t i o n a l  b r a c k e t ,  some c o l l e g e  o r  c o l le g e  g r a d u a te s ,  were 
f o r e i g n .  This  d i sc re p a n c y  in  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t a i n m e n t  between 
fo re ig n  and Greek women was e x p la in e d  by a number o f  
in t e rd e p e n d e n t  f a c t o r s ;  age, r u r a l - u r b a n  r e s id e n c e  and 
d i f f e r e n c e s  in  th e  two e d u c a t i o n a l  systems.  F ou r th ,  the  
o cc u p a t io n s  in  which women worked p r i o r  to  i n c a r c e r a t i o n ,  
fo l low ed  th e  above e d u c a t io n a l  p a t t e r n .  That i s  the  
m a jo r i ty  of  t h e  women were employed i n  low s t a t u s  
o c c u p a t io n s ,  i . e . ,  s e a m s t r e s s e s ,  b e a u t i c i a n s ,  s a l e s  and
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f a c t o r y  work; jo b s  which demanded l i m i t e d  s k i l l s ,  could be 
e a s i l y  e n te r e d  and l e f t ,  and worked a t  p a r t  t im e .  Then 
a g a in ,  high s t a t u s  p r o f e s s i o n s ,  i . e . ,  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e ,  
t e a c h e r  and r a d i o l o g i s t ,  were f i l l e d ,  f o r  th e  most p a r t ,  by 
th e  f o r e i g n e r s .
F i n a l l y ,  th e  o f f e n s e s  fo r  which women were i n c a r c e r a t e d  
were p redom ina te ly  c r im es  a g a in s t  the  p e rso n ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
involvement in  some type  o f  homicide.  This o b s e rv a t io n  in  
co n ju n c t io n  with t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Korydullo  co n f in ed  l e s s  than  
70 Greek women, l e d  t o  an a n a l y s i s  which drew upon c u l t u r a l  
id e a s  to  e x p la in  t h e  d a t a .  U l t im a te ly ,  i t  was p o s tu l a t e d  
t h a t  ph i lo t im o  (honor) no t  only ac ted  as a s t r o n g  measure 
i n h i b i t i n g  c r im i n a l  a c t s  but s im u l ta n e o u s ly  had th e  
p o t e n t i a l  to  provoke major c r im i n a l  a c t s .
R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
C H A P T E R  I V
ATTITUDES OF PRISONERS REGARDING PRISON LIFE
INTRODUCTION
In  t h i s  c h a p te r  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  c f  p r i s o n e r s  a r e  examined 
in  r eg a rd  t o  a v a r i e t y  o f  a s p e c t s  of  p r i so n  l i f e :  work
programs, r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  f e l lo w  inm a tes  and c lo s e  
f r i e n d s h i p s  in  p r i s o n ,  d i f f i c u l t i e s  encountered  in  
ad ju s tm en t  t o  i n c a r c e r a t i o n ,  t h e  most annoying a s p e c t  of 
p r i s o n  l i f e ,  and causes  o f  c r im in a l  b e h a v io r .  Throughout 
t h i s  c h a p te r  t h e  emphasis i s  on inm ate  a t t i t u d e s ,  yet 
in c lu d e d  a t  c r i t i c a l  p o in t s  a r e  t h e  views of  s o c i a l  
s c i e n t i s t s ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  an d /o r  th e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .  This  
c h a p te r  w i l l  a l s o  se rve  a s  th e  fo u n d a t io n  f o r  a l a t e r  
c h a p te r  wherein s t a f f  a t t i t u d e s  on th e s e  same t o p i c s  w i l l  be 
p r e s e n te d  and c o n t r a s t e d  t o  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  inm ates .
BORK PROGRAMS
Inmates  a t  Korydullo  may work in  one o f  seven d i f f e r e n t  
work a r e a s :  (1) t a i l o r  shop, (2) t a p e s t r y  shop, (3) weaving
shop,  (4) g e n e ra l  maintenance ,  (5) k i t c h e n ,  (6) ga rden ,  or 
(7) i n f i r m a r y .  The t a i l o r ,  t a p e s t r y ,  g e n e ra l  maintenance 
and k i t c h e n  a r e a s  have th e  c a p a c i ty  t o  employ up t o  35 women 
in  each .  The c a p a c i ty  of  t h e  rem ain ing  d i v i s i o n s  i s
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s m a l l e r ,  w i th  th e  weaving shop accommodating no more than  15 
women, th e  in f i r m a r y  no more th an  two, and t h e  garden u n i t  
u s u a l ly  n o t  exceeding  s i x  women. Combined, t h e  work a r e a s  
have t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  employ more than  double  t h e  c u r r e n t  
t o t a l  inm ate  p o p u la t io n .
The p a y - s c a le  f o r  th e  v a r io u s  work a r e a s  i s  not 
uniform. In  f a c t ,  wages a r e  pa id  only  t o  women a s s ig n e d  to  
t h e  k i t c h e n ,  t a p e s t r y ,  weaving and t a i l o r  shops .  Of t h e s e ,
t h e  weaving shop pays th e  h i g h e s t ;  a good worker can
average up t o  35 drachmas per day (In  1977, 35.6 drachmas
equaled  one United S t a t e s  d o l l a r ) .  The average  pay f o r  th e  
rem ain ing  t h r e e  a r e a s  i s  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  l e s s :  employees of
th e  t a p e s t r y  shop av e rag e  30 drachmas, the  t a i l o r  crew e a rn s  
app rox im ate ly  26 drachmas, and k i t c h e n  employees average  22 
drachmas p e r  day.
A number of f a c t o r s  account f o r  t h e  v a r i a t i o n  in  pay 
between work a r e a s .  The weaving shop pays a lm os t  tw ice  as 
much as  t h e  o th e r  work a r e a s  because i t s  p a y - s c a le  i s  s e t  by 
an o u t s i d e  agency, th e  Greek S o c ia l  Work Agency. 
Independent  o f  th e  M in is t ry  and i t s  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  i t  i s  a t  
l i b e r t y  t o  pay in m a te s  whatever i t  deems a p p r o p r i a t e .  I t  
has  s e t  t h e  p a y - s c a le  h igher  th a n  p r i s o n - o p e r a t e d  work 
programs f o r  t h r e e  r e a s o n s :  (1) an i n c e n t i v e  t o  a t t r a c t
employees;  (2) th e  d i f f i c u l t y  of  t h e  t a s k  and the  s k i l l
r e q u i r e d ;  and (3) t h e  p r o f i t  o b ta in e d  from th e  s a l e  of th e
inmate p ro d u c t  t o  t h e  g e n e ra l  p o p u la t io n  which en ab le s
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h ig h e r  wages.
Within t h e  p r i s o n - o p e r a t e d  work programs, t a p e s t r y  
employees a r e  paid  more than  most because of  the  p h y s i c a l l y  
e x h a u s t in g  and demanding n a t u r e  of  th e  work. F i n a l l y ,  the 
s l i g h t  v a r i a t i o n  between k i tc h e n  and t a i l o r  employees (and 
th e  main reason  k i tc h e n  employees a r e  pa id  t h e  l e a s t )  i s  due 
t o  a p r i so n  p o l i c y  which a l lo w s  k i t c h e n  employees t o  a c ce p t  
t i p s  from v i s i t o r s  and s t a f f  p e r s o n n e l .
Averages a r e  quoted because even w i th in  t h e s e  d i v i s i o n s  
women a re  pa id  d i f f e r e n t l y .  For example, th e  t a i l o r  shop 
c l a s s i f i e s  women in  t h r e e  major c a t e g o r i e s ;  c u t t e r s ,  
h e l p e r s  and b e g i n n e r s .  Each i s  a s s ig n e d  a base r a t e ,  the  
c u t t e r s  r e c e i v i n g  a h ig h e r  r a t e  than  b e g in n e rs  who in  tu r n  
e a rn  more than h e l p e r s .  Base r a t e s  o f  each of  th e s e  
c a t e g o r i e s  a l s o  v a ry ,  i . e . ,  i n c r e a s e  acco rd in g  to  q u a n t i t y  
and q u a l i t y  of t h e  i tem s  produced.
By o u t s i d e  s t a n d a r d s ,  in  te rms of  r e a l  money ea rned ,  
in m a te s  g e t  minimal com pensa tion .  However, th ey  r e c e iv e  
a d d i t i o n a l  compensation in  t h a t  work days count toward 
r ed u c in g  t h e i r  s e n te n c e s .  Th is  b e n e f i t  i s  extended to  a l l  
working in m a te s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  whether or no t  they  ea rn  
wages. The g e n e ra l  r u l e  i s  t h a t  f o r  one month 's  work 23 
days a r e  s u b t r a c t e d  from th e  p r i s o n  te rm .  The ex c e p t io n s  t o  
t h i s  r u l e  a r e  employees of  t h e  t a p e s t r y  shop and the  head 
cook f o r  whom ev e ry  working day means a day s u b t r a c t e d  from 
th e  s e n te n c e .  Some in m a te s  a re  excluded by p r i s o n
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r e g u l a t i o n s  ( i . e . ,  th o se  a w a i t in g  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  th o s e  with 
s e n te n c e s  l e s s  th a n  one y e a r ,  and th e  l i k e )  even though they  
work.
PURPOSE OF WORK
D esp i te  t h e  r e c e n t  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  " u s e f u l  work" fo r  
hard  l a b o r ,  th e  f a c t  s t i l l  remains t h a t  i n c a r c e r a t i o n  i s  not 
w i th o u t  work. R eg ard les s  o f  i t s  n a t u r e ,  s o c i e t y  c o n t in u e s  
t o  p e r c e iv e  p r i s o n  work a s  im p o r ta n t  and l e g i t i m a t e  
(Alexander,  1972:38; and Scudder,  1972:84) .  During the  
19th and e a r l y  20th c e n t u r y ,  the  major o b j e c t i v e  of work, 
more s p e c i f i c a l l y  of  hard  l a b o r ,  was punishment (C ressey ,  
1960 :84) .  Hard l a b o r ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  was j u s t i f i e d  on t h e  b a s i s  
t h a t  i t s  p u n i t i v e  and monotonous c h a r a c t e r  d e t e r r e d  th e  
la w -a b id in g  c i t i z e n  a s  w el l  a s  t h e  c o n v ic te d  c r i m i n a l  from 
committ ing i l l e g a l  a c t s .
With t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  u s e fu l  work, th e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  
f o r  p r i s o n  work not on ly  i n c r e a s e  bu t  a l s o  become more 
humane. The fo l lo w in g  p as sag e ,  t r a n s l a t e d  from the  
S q f ron i s t i kos Kodix th e  p r i s o n  handbook, b ea rs  t h i s  o u t :  
"The aim of  work i s  t h e  b e t t e rm e n t  of th e  in m a te s ,  f o r  the  
inurem ent o f  an i n d u s t r i o u s  l i f e ,  f o r  t h e  r e in fo rc e m e n t  o f  
b o d i ly  and mental  h e a l t h ,  and f o r  s o c i a l  r e s t o r a t i o n  th rough  
th e  thorough l e a r n i n g  o f  a t r a d e  f o r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  ( fo r  
some) b readwinner"  (1967:116).
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According to  t h e  Kodix, and very  much i n  l i n e  w i th  
American o p in io n ,  work i s  good no t  only i n  i t s e l f  but a l s o  
because  i t  g ives  inm ates  t h e  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  l e a r n  a t r a d e  
and dependable  work h a b i t s ;  in  t h i s  way i d l e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
a r e  presumed t o  become i n d u s t r i o u s .  The s u p p o s i t i o n  i s  t h a t  
work has  the  p o t e n t i a l  t o  improve th e  i n m a t e ' s  c h a r a c t e r .  
In  so  d o ing ,  work i s  e x a l t e d  a s  t h e r a p u t i c  and n ec essa ry  t o  
r e s t o r e  a c r im i n a l  t o  s o c ie ty  a s  a la w -a b id in g  c i t i z e n .
There i s  one b a s i c  problem with t h i s  argument.  I t  
assumes t h a t  t h e  ty p e  o f  job  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  
p r i s o n  a l low  inm ates  t o  l e a r n  a t r a d e .  T h is  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
s u b s t a n t i a t e  s in c e  t h e  ty p e  of jo b s  o f f e r e d  a t  Korydullo ,  as  
no ted  above,  a re  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  work women engaged in  b e fo re  
they  were im pr isoned :  sewing ,  c l e a n in g ,  weaving, e t c .
Given t h i s  s i m i l a r i t y ,  i t  i s  e r roneous  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
because th ey  a re  now performed i n  p r iso n  th e y  w i l l  change 
th e  c h a r a c t e r  of  t h e  women f o r  th e  b e t t e r .
The remaining rea s o n s  f o r  a s s ig n in g  work i n  p r i s o n ,  
a l th o u g h  n o t  e x p l i c i t l y  s t a t e d  in  p r i s o n  handbooks, a re  
e q u a l l y  as  im p o r ta n t .  Confinement,  whether i n  a Greek o r  
American i n s t i t u t i o n ,  i s  very  c o s t l y .  In  a d d i t i o n  to  be ing  
a s o c i a l  burden,  t h e n ,  th e  p r i s o n e r  i s  an economic burden t o  
t h e  s t a t e .  To reduce  th e  h igh  co s t  o f  conf inement i t  i s  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  use p r i s o n e r s  as  a major p a r t  o f  the  l a b o r  
f o r c e .  According t o  pop u la r  v iew, t h i s  i s  j u s t i f i a b l e  s i n c e  
p r i s o n e r s  b r in g  abou t  t h e i r  own confinement by wronging
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s o c i e t y ;  t h e r e f o r e  th e y  should  be glad t o  pay f o r  t h e i r  
o f f e n s e s  by doing t im e  ( s o c i a l  debt)  as well  as  by working 
to  reduce  o p e r a t in g  c o s t s  (economic d e b t ) .
Another j u s t i f i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  work e n a b le s  inm ates  to  
ea rn  money f o r  them se lves  and t h e i r  dependen ts .  Most 
working inm ates  a t  Korydullo  a r e  p a id ,  and t h i s  may be an 
i n c e n t i v e  to  work. However, i t  i s  q u e s t io n a b le  t h a t  t h e i r  
pay i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  a id  dep e n d en ts .  The average pay in  any 
of  th e  work a r e a s  i s  between 55 and 22 drachmas per day. 
Since inm ates  a re  p ro v id ed  only w ith  bare n e c e s s i t i e s ,  they  
must buy lu x u ry  i te m s :  t o i l e t  paper,  t o o th  p a s t e ,
c i g a r e t t e s ,  c a n d ie s ,  c o f f e e ,  t e a .  That t h e r e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  
pay t o  help  s u p p o r t  dependen ts  i s  im probable  i f  not 
im p o s s ib le .
Table 15: Type of  P r i s o n  Employment
Type of  Employment Number
never  worked 19
worked but  q u i t 7
t a i l o r  shop 9
t a p e s t r y  shop 8
weaving shop 4
g e n e ra l  maintenance 12
k i tc h en 7
in f i r m a r y 1
church a s s i s t a n t 1
garden 2
T o ta l 70"“
R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
91
Of t h e  70 women, 44 worked, 19 n eve r  worked, and seven 
a t  one t ime worked but had su b se q u en t ly  q u i t .  The m a jo r i t y ,  
36 of th e  44 working women, were p r i m a r i l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  
fo u r  work programs, t h e  k i t c h e n ,  g e n e ra l  maintenance ,  and 
th e  t a i l o r  and t a p e s t r y  shops .  Since inm ates  are  a t  l i b e r t y  
to  submit job  p r e f e r e n c e s  i t  may be assumed t h a t  t h i s  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  system r e f l e c t s  inmates* job p r e f e r e n c e s .  
This may i n  p a r t  be t r u e ,  but  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  may be 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  one such f a c t o r  i s  the  
d i r e c t o r .  The d i r e c t o r  and th e  head guard dec ide  j o i n t l y  
whether t o  g r a n t  an i n m a t e ' s  job r e q u e s t  or to  p lace  her  in  
a d i f f e r e n t  work u n i t .  The d e c i s io n  more o f te n  than  no t  i s  
based on o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  need. This was s u b s t a n t i a t e d  d u r ing  
th e  r e s e a r c h e r ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  a n a f o r a (meetings between 
inm ates  and d i r e c t o r ) . Inmates  had overwhelmingly r e q u e s te d  
work i n  t h e  weaving shop, and ye t  t h e i r  r e q u e s t s  were 
den ied .  They were a s s ig n ed  i n s t e a d  to  one of t h e  fo u r  
h igh ly  c o n c e n t r a t e d  work a r e a s .
This  was p u z z l in g ,  ye t  when ana lyzed  from an 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  th e  d i r e c t o r ' s  d e c i s io n  was 
l o g i c a l .  As s t a t e d  above,  th e  weaving shop was o p e ra ted  by 
an o u t s i d e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The p r o f i t  reaped  from th e  s a l e  of  
the  in m a te s '  p roducts  went d i r e c t l y  and only  t o  t h i s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h i s  work 
a r e a ,  u n l ik e  th e  o th e r  a r e a s ,  d id  n o t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  
a l l e v i a t i n g  g e n e ra l  p r i s o n  c o s t s .  I f  the  a c t i v i t i e s  of 
t h e s e  fo u r  major work a r e a s  were n o t  performed by in m a te s .
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o u t s i d e r s  would have t o  be h i r e d ,  the reby  i n c r e a s i n g  the  
g en e ra l  c o s t  of runn ing  th e  p r i s o n .  Thus, the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
o f  jo b s  i n  p a r t  r e f l e c t s  th e  p r i o r i t i e s  of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  i t s  p u r s u i t  o f  a system which approaches  a 
s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g  community.
From an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and s o c i a l  p o in t  o f  view, the  
above summarizes the  t h e o r e t i c a l  and p r a c t i c a l  p u rp o ses  of 
work. However, when inm a te s  were asked "What i s  th e  main 
reaso n  f o r  working?" t h e i r  r e sp o n se s  seldom concurred  with 
t h e s e  pu rposes .  Inm ates  have a d i f f e r e n t  o u t lo o k  rega rd ing  
t h e  purpose o f  work; t h e  p r a c t i c a l i t y  w ith  which they  
approach th e  concep t  and a c t i v i t y  of work i s  e v id e n t  in 
t h e i r  re sp o n se s  (see  Table 16) .  In a s s e s s in g  t h e  value of 
work from a p e r s o n a l  and u t i l i t a r i a n  p o in t  of view, 37 out 
o f  t h e  51 inm ates  c u r r e n t l y  or  p r e v io u s ly  employed, worked 
to  reduce  t h e i r  s e n t e n c e s .  A s i m i l a r  argument was p re se n ted  
by th e  inm ate  who s t a t e d  t h a t  she worked i n  t h e  hope of 
hav ing  her work days  counted .  Thus, a t o t a l  o f  38 women 
work or  worked to  reduce t h e i r  s e n te n c e s .  Only 13 inmates  
gave reaso n s  which p a r a l l e l e d  t h o s e  o u t l i n e d  above,  e . g . ,  to  
he lp  time go by f a s t e r ,  t o  l e a r n  a t r a d e ,  make e x t r a  ca sh ,  
" r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . "
The p r a c t i c a l  and t h e o r e t i c a l  purposes a s c r i b e d  to the  
work programs by th e  g e n e ra l  p u b l i c  and as  s t a t e d  in  the 
Kodix (p r i s o n  handbook) a re  most ev id en t  in  th e  response  
"shows r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . "  The im p l i c a t io n  i s  t h a t  r a t h e r  than
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r e a l l y  re fo rm ing  in m a te s ,  work i s  only a s u p e r f i c i a l  
i n d i c a t o r ,  c o n t r iv e d  by l e g i t i m a t e  s o c i e t y ,  used  by s t a f f  t o  
a s s e s s  th e  in m a te s '  p r o g re s s .  Work s i g n i f i e s  reform ; f o r  
inm ates  to  work means t o  p re te n d  t o  be reform ed.
Table 16: Why Inmates Work
Reasons f o r  working Number
t o  reduce s e n te n c e  37
he lp  t ime go f a s t e r  7
t o  l e a r n  a t r a d e  1
make e x t r a  cash  3
shows r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  2
might coun t  work days 1
T o ta l  51
While t h e  m a jo r i ty  of  th e  inm ates  a t  Korydullo d id  
work, 26 —  approx im ate ly  o n e - t h i r d  o f  th e  inm ate
p o p u la t io n ,  d id  n o t  work. In  S o c ie ty  o f  C ap t ives  Sykes 
e x p la in s  t h i s :  " In  every  s o c i e t y  t h e r e  a r e  some who canno t
work and some f o r  whom work canno t  be found com pris ing  a 
group known a s  i d l e  men" (1958:78) .  The l a t t e r  p a r t  of  t h i s  
s ta te m en t  may be a p p l i c a b l e  t o  l a r g e ,  overcrowded 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  where th e  inmate p o p u la t io n  i s  g r e a t e r  than  the  
number of p o s s i b l e  job p o s i t i o n s .  At K orydu l lo ,  th e  
o p p o s i t e  i s  t r u e ;  the  work programs can engage tw ice  the  
p r e s e n t  inm ate  p o p u la t io n .
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The f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a te m e n t  i s  more p e r t i n e n t  to  
th e  s i t u a t i o n  a t  Korydullo;  women were p redom inant ly  i d l e  
because  th e y  were unab le  t o  work. As Table 17 d e m o n s t r a te s ,  
ou t  o f  26 women, 16 were unab le  t o  work, 15 because o f  
i l l n e s s  and one because she had to  tend  h e r  c h i l d .
Table 17: Reasons For Not Working
Reasons f o r  Not Working Number
i l l n e s s  15
se n ten c e  too  s h o r t  1
must watch c h i l d  1
a w a i t in g  d i s p o s i t i o n  4
work does n o t  reduce  s e n ten c e  5
T o ta l  26
The remaining ten  women, a l th o u g h  a b l e ,  chose  not  t o  
work. F ive  of  them a t t r i b u t e  t h e i r  i d l e n e s s  to  t h e i r  l e g a l  
s t a t u s ,  e . g . ,  aw a i t in g  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  s e n te n c e  o f  l e s s  than  
one y ea r .  T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  supposed to  
bar t h e s e  women from p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  t h e  work programs 
a l th o u g h  a t  t h e  t im e of t h i s  s tu d y  members from both of 
t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s  were in  t h e  work f o r c e .  The d e c i s i o n  to  
remain i d l e  on th e  p a r t  of th e s e  f i v e  women can ,  on th e  one 
hand, be e x p la in e d  by ig n o ra n c e ,  t h a t  unaware of th e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  lo o s e  enforcem ent of  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  th e y  
r e f r a i n e d  from r e q u e s t in g  work a s s ig n m e n ts .  On th e  o th e r  
hand, t h e s e  inm ates  may have t h i s  in fo rm a t io n  and a l so  know 
t h a t  i f  t h e y  a re  al lowed to  work t h e i r  work days w i l l  not
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h e lp  reduce t h e i r  s e n t e n c e s  — a s t i p u l a t i o n  s t r i c t l y  and 
un iform ly  endorsed .  Thus, d e f i n i t e l y  knowing t h a t  working 
days a re  no t  coun ted ,  t h e  remaining  i n c e n t i v e s  a r e  
i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  e n t i c e  t h e s e  women to  seek  employment. Th is  
i s  d e f i n i t e l y  t h e  c a se  f o r  th e  f i v e  women who s t a t e d  
o u t r i g h t  t h a t  t h e y  d id  no t  work because work days were not  
coun ted .
In c l o s i n g ,  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  w i l l  p r e s e n t  an a sp ec t  o f  
t h e  work shops which was o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  t o  the  
r e s e a r c h e r  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  degree  of freedom al lowed to  women. 
Aside from th e  g e n e ra l  absence  of  s t r i c t  p rocedures  
governing b eh a v io r  in  th e  shops ,  t h e r e  was a l a x  a t t i t u d e ,  
on th e  p a r t  of  th e  s u p e r v i s o r s ,  o f t e n  t im es  s u p e r v i s o r s  
l e f t  th e  women una t tended  and congrega ted  w i th  the  o t h e r  
s u p e rv i s o r s  i n  t h e i r  o f f i c e  which was i n  c l o s e  p rox im ity  t o  
th e  t h r e e  major work a r e a s .  Then a g a in ,  inmates  were 
p e rm i t ted  to  t a k e  a b rea k ,  l e a v e  th e  shop and wander i n t o  
t h e  h a l l  f o r  a c i g a r e t t e  o r  a d r in k  of w a te r .  While a t  
f i r s t  t h i s  seemed a b i t  u n u s u a l ,  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  r e c a l l e d  
t h a t  t h e  p a t t e r n  d e p ic te d  above was i n  many ways s i m i l a r  t o  
b u s in e s s  a c t i v i t y  i n  th e  l a r g e r  s o c i a l  s t r u t u r e .  For 
example, th e  c a u s a l  a t t i t u d e  i n  t h e  p r i s o n  a l s o  p r e v a i l s  in  
p r i v a t e  and e s p e c i a l l y  i n  pub ic  i n d u s t r i e s .  It. was n o t  
uncommon t o  wait  f o r  employees to  f i n i s h  t h e i r  c o f fe e  — i n  
f a c t  o f t e n  t im e s  th ey  were i n  view — b e fo re  they  would 
a s s i s t  you; and i f  you seemed to  be in  a h u r ry  the  u s u a l  
r e t o r t  was: " v ia  t i  d ia z e s e "  (why a r e  you in  such a h u r r y ) .
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INMATES' PERCEPTIONS OF REHABILITATION
In a d d i t i o n  to  t r a d i t i o n a l  punishment,  r e t r i b u t i o n ,  and 
d e t e r r e n c e ,  more and more pena l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a re  ex p ec te d  to  
r e h a b i l i t a t e  o f f e n d e r s  (Winslow, 1977:428-432).  Unlike 
t h e s e  o t h e r  f u n c t i o n s ,  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  assumes t h a t  some type  
of  p e r s o n a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  must t a k e  p la c e  i f  c r im i n a l s  are  
t o  r e - e n t e r  s o c i e t y  as  l a w -a b id in g  c i t i z e n s ,  conf inem ent  
only  as  a punishment o r  in  co n ju n c t io n  with  o th e r  forms of  
c h a s t i s e m e n t  i s  no lo n g e r  co n s id e red  s o c i a l l y  a c c e p ta b le  or  
s u f f i c i e n t  to  d e t e r  o f f e n d e r s  from c r i m i n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  The 
more modern approach i s  t o  assume t h a t  c r im in a l  a c t i v i t i e s  
a r e  r e l a t e d  to  o th e r  f a c t o r s ,  e . g . ,  e d u c a t io n ,  v o c a t io n a l  
t r a i n i n g  o r  p e r so n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n .  Thus, t o  c o r r e c t  the  
s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  pena l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  must o f f e r  two 
ty p e s  o f  programs — p s y c h o lo g ic a l  s e r v i c e s  and v o c a t io n a l  
t r a i n i n g .  As a r e s u l t  o f  t h e s e  two ty p e s  of  s e r v i c e s ,  i t  i s  
hoped t h a t  t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  w i l l  r e s u l t .
F i r s t ,  penal i n s t i t u t i o n s  should  provide  adequa te  
p s y c h o lo g ic a l  o r  p s y c h i a t r i c  s e r v i c e s  e i t h e r  a t  the  
i n d i v i d u a l  or group l e v e l .  Such t r e a tm e n t  i s  supposed to  
uncover and c o r r e c t  any d e e p -s e a te d  mental  d i s t u r b a n c e s  
assumed t o  be r e l a t e d  t o  misconduct .  Fur therm ore ,  th e s e  
mental d i s tu rb a n c e s  a r e  to  be r e p la c e d  with a b e t t e r  
u n d e rs ta n d in g  of o n e s e l f  and o n e ' s  environm ent,  which w i l l  
p rev en t  c r im i n a l  b e h a v io r .
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Second, t h e r e  shou ld  be adequa te  and e x t e n s iv e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  and v o c a t io n a l  programs. These programs would 
c o r r e c t  ig n o ra n c e ,  poor work h a b i t s  and l a c k  of  s k i l l  
presumably a s s o c i a t e d  with under p r i v i l e g e d ,  un fav o rab le  
soc io-econom ic  s t a t u s  and assumed t o  be r e l a t e d  t o  c r im in a l  
a c t i v i t y .
Korydullo  has programs which i n i t i a l l y  may be p e rc e iv ed  
a s  r e h a b i l i t a t i v e  in  i n t e n t ,  i . e . ,  inm ates  may s e l e c t  to  
work i n  one o f  seven work a r e a s ,  can complete  up to  s ix  
y e a r s  of  s c h o o l in g ,  and may r e q u e s t  p s y c h i a t r i c  t r e a tm e n t .  
But i n  the  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s  th e y  a re  not co n s id e re d  by p r i s o n  
a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  be planned r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  programs. This  was 
v a l i d a t e d  n o t  only  by the  a s s i s t a n t  to  th e  M in is te r  of 
J u s t i c e ,  bu t  a l s o  by t h e  d i r e c t o r ,  h i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  s o c i a l  
workers ,  as  well  as by lower eche lon  s t a f f  members. When 
asked about th e  n a t u r e  o f  e x i s t i n g  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  programs 
a l l  concurred  t h a t  Korydullo  i s  w ithout  such programs.
Second, n o t  having been conceived  f o r  t h a t  purpose ,  the  
s t r u c t u r a l  format o f  each o f  t h e s e  programs i s  too  l i m i t e d  
i n  scope t o  be c o n s id e red  r e f o r m a t iv e .  For example, d e s p i t e  
t h e  s ta te m e n t  i n  th e  Kodix, t h e  p r i s o n  handbook, on th e  
purpose of  work, in  p a r t i c u l a r  i t s  a b i l i t y  to  t ransfo rm  i d l e  
men and women i n t o  i n d u s t r i o u s  ones ,  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  the  work 
programs i s  to o  c o n f in e d ,  to o  l im i t e d  a c t u a l l y  to  accomplish 
t h i s  aim. In  t h e  p re s e n t  form, th e s e  work programs do not 
r e a l l y  equip women with new t r a d e s  but r a t h e r  r e t r a i n  them
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i n  o ld  ones .  The i d e a  t h a t  work i s  s u f f i c i e n t  o f  i t s e l f  fo r  
t h i s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i s  u n r e a l i s t i c .  To be viewed as 
r e f o rm a t iv e  in  t h e  modern s e n s e ,  work programs need to  
i n c l u d e  p ro v i s io n s  f o r  t r a i n i n g  women in  new t r a d e s ,  ones 
which w i l l  help  them f i n d  employment on r e l e a s e .
S ince  Korydullo  i s  w ithout r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  programs, and 
s t a f f  p e r so n n e l ,  a s  w e l l  as  t h e  p u b l i c ,  b e l i e v e  t h a t  one of 
th e  f u n c t i o n s  of conf inement i s  t o  r e s t o r e  th e  c r im i n a l  i n t o  
s o c i e t y  as  a l a w -a b id in g  c i t i z e n ,  one im p o r ta n t  q u e s t io n  i s :  
"Does p r i s o n  p rep a re  inm ates  f o r  t h e i r  r e tu rn  t o  s o c ie ty ? "  
When inm ates  were asked t h i s  q u e s t io n ,  44 o f  t h e  70 s a id  
t h a t  conf inem ent does no t  p rep a re  them fo r  t h e i r  r e - e n t r y ,  
while  26 s a id  t h a t  i t  d id  p re p a re  them. T h e i r  rea so n s  why 
i t  does  not  a re  d e l i n e a t e d  in  t h e  fo l lo w in g  t a b l e :
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Table 18: Why P r iso n  Does Not P re p a re  Inmates  f o r  E e -e n t ry
By E t h n i c i t y
Reasons E t h n i c i t y
Greek Greek
Gypsies
no r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  program s/  
do n o th in g  f o r  you h e re  12
F o re ig n e r s  T o ta l
17
pr iso n  l i f e  d e s t ro y s  






l i f e  i n  p r i s o n  i s  abnormal,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  hard  t o  r e - e n t e r  2
person i s  what she i s — p r i s o n  
does n o t  change t h i s  2
imprisonment makes you 
h a te  s o c i e t y  1
T o ta l s  36
1
44
The responden ts*  answers to  t h i s  q u e s t io n  were in 
r eg a rd  to  t h e  p r i s o n ' s  p o t e n t i a l  t o  p r e p a re  t h e  inmate 
p o p u la t io n  and no t  a p a r t i c u l a r  in m a te .  Most o f  t h e  women 
b e l ie v e d  t h a t  they  were not  i n  need o f  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  though 
t h e i r  f e l l o w  inmates  were.
According to  some of  th e  in m a te s ,  normal r e - e n t r y  i s  
h inde red  because l i f e  in  p r iso n  i s  d e s t r u c t i v e  r a t h e r  than  
c o n s t r u c t i v e .  Bather  than  b u i ld i n g  up th e  i n m a te ' s  
c h a r a c t e r  i t  d e s t r o y s  the  l i t t l e  th e y  had p r i o r  to
i n c a r c e r a t i o n .  Inm ates  b e l i e v e  t h a t  confinement 
accom plishes  t h i s  in  t h e  fo l lo w in g  ways; (1) t h e  n a tu re  of
p r iso n  l i f e  d e s t ro y s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ;  (2) l i f e  in  p r i s o n  i s
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abnormal,  t h e re b y  making ad ju s tm en t  a l l  t h e  more d i f f i c u l t ;
(3) imprisonment i s  so v i l e  t h a t  i t  makes one h a t e  s o c i e t y ;
(4) th e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  agg rav a ted  s in c e  confinem ent b r in g s  
t o g e th e r  th e  novice  and th e  e x p e r t .
Seventeen women, a l though  n o t  focu s in g  on t h e  n e g a t iv e  
a s p e c t s  of  p r i s o n ,  noted t h a t  Korydullo  d id  not  have 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  programs, t h a t  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d id  not 
d i r e c t l y  concern i t s e l f  with r e fo rm a t io n .  Lack of such 
programs, i n  co n ju n c t io n  w i th  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  t h e  p r i s o n  
e x p e r i e n c e ,  l e d  t h e s e  women t o  th e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  p r i s o n  
l i f e  does n o t  p rep a re  inmates  f o r  t h e i r  r e t u r n  to  s o c i e t y .
I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  two women a t t r i b u t e d  n e i t h e r  n e g a t iv e  
no r  p o s i t i v e  a s p e c t s  t o  th e  p r i s o n  e x p e r ien ce .  According to  
them, p r i s o n  l i f e  has  no e f f e c t  on inm a tes ;  r a t h e r  th e  
de te rm in ing  f a c t o r  was b i o l o g i c a l  makeup. I n n a te  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  r a t h e r  th a n  p r i s o n  e x p e r ie n c e  determined 
whether or  no t  th e  person c o n t in u ed  to  v i o l a t e  s o c i e t a l  
norms.
An o v e r a l l  a s sessm en t  of  th e  re sp o n se s  given by th e  26 
women who b e l i e v e  t h a t  conf inem ent does p rep a re  inm ates  f o r  
t h e i r  r e - e n t r y  r e v e a l s  t h a t  p r e p a r a t io n  occurs  without any 
r e a l  e f f o r t  of  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  In  f a c t ,  t h e i r  r e sp o n ses  
o f te n  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  p r e p a r a t i o n  o ccu rs  i n  s p i t e  of  the  
n eg a t iv e  a s p e c t s  of  conf inem ent .
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Table  19; How P r i s o n  P re p a re s  Inmates  f o r  T h e i r  E e -en t ry
I n t o  S o c ie ty  By E t h n i c i t y




E t h n i c i t y
Greek F o re ig n e r s  
Gypsies
p r e p a r e s  n e c e s s a ry  papers
t e a c h e s  t r a d e  & good 
work h a b i t s
confinement so bad you 
want to  le a v e  5
t e a c h e s  p a t i e n c e  1
church a t t e n d a n c e  1
t o  be more c a r e f u l  6
t im e  to  r e f l e c t  3
T o ta l s  22









In  s p i t e  o f  th e  abnormal,  d e s t r u c t i v e  n a tu re  of  
imprisonm ent,  and c o n t r a ry  t o  th e  women who b e l iev ed  t h a t  
n o th in g  good could  emerge from something as  bad as  
conf inem en t ,  seven women i n t e r p r e t e d  th e  n e g a t i v e  a s p e c t s  o f  
i n c a r c e r a t i o n  i n  a p o s i t i v e  . way. For them, th e  
u n p le a s a n tn e s s  of t h e  p r i so n  e x p e r i e n c e  was enough by i t s e l f  
t o  p rep a re  inm ates  f o r  t h e i r  r e t u r n  to  s o c i e t y .  T h e i r  
r e a s o n in g  echoed th e  o ld  b e l i e f :  "The o b j e c t  o f  punishment,
th en  as  now, was t o  f r i g h t e n  t h e  c u l p r i t  through p a i n f u l  
ex p e r ie n c e  so t h a t  he would no t  aga in  y i e l d  to  tem p ta t io n  
and commit c r im e .  Imprisonment a s  a s u b s t i t u t e  p e n a l ty  
t h e r e f o r e  had t o  be s u f f i c i e n t l y  u n p le a sa n t  and d i s a g r e e a b le
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e x p e r i e n c e  so t h a t  th e  inmate would be a s  th o ro u g h ly  
f r i g h t e n e d  a t  th e  e v i l  consequences o f  h i s  c r i m i n a l i t y  as  i f  
h i s  punishment had been an a g o n iz in g  o rd e a l  of  p h y s ic a l  
pa in "  (Void, 1972:42) .
D esp i te  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  K orydul lo  does not  have a p lanned 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  program one o f  th e  26 re sp o n d e n ts  p o in te d  to  
a p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  o f  th e  work programs. According to  t h i s  
in m a te ,  t h e s e  programs t r a i n e d  h e r  in  a t r a d e .  Moreover, 
t h e  s i x  inm ates  who responded by s t a t i n g  t h a t  p r e p a r a t io n  
o c c u rs  th rough  t h e  co m p i la t io n  o f  t h e  n ec essa ry  p a p e rs ,  f o r  
example, c a l c u l a t i n g  th e  c o r r e c t  r e l e a s e  d a te  and d r a f t i n g  
c h a r a c t e r  r e f e r e n c e s  f o r  th e  p a r o l e  board ,  were r e f e r r i n g  to  
l e g a l  r a t h e r  than  s o c i a l  r e - e n t r y .  I n c o r p o ra te d  w i th in  t h i s  
r e s p o n s e ,  on th e  one hand, was t h e  a t t i t u d e ,  "What e l s e  can 
they  p o s s i b ly  do f o r  us?" On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  id ea  and 
th e  p r a c t i c e  of reform were inco m p reh en s ib le  t o  th e s e  s i x  
women.
The rem ain ing  r e s p o n s e s ,  (1) confinement t e a c h e s  
p a t i e n c e ,  (2) by going to  ch u rch ,  (3) t o  be more c a r e f u l ,  so 
as  n o t  to  g e t  in v o lv ed  in  cr im e aga in  and (4) time to  
r e f l e c t ,  show how inm ates  may p e r s o n a l ly  come to  reform . 
Once a g a in ,  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  n o t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h e  burden i s  p laced  e i t h e r  
w i th in  the  i n d i v i d u a l  or w i th in  a h ig h e r  Being.
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PRISONERS' VIENS ON THE CAUSES OF CRIME
The causes  o f  c r im in a l  behav io r  have been of i n t e r e s t  
t o  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  and p h i lo s o p h e r s  f o r  c e n t u r i e s .  In 
t h e i r  p u r s u i t  o f  causes  th ey  have g e n e ra te d  many t h e o r i e s  
p u rp o r t in g  t o  uncover th e  causes  u n d e r ly in g  c r im in a l  
behav io r .  T h is  f a s c i n a t i o n  with e x p l a in i n g  why some members 
of s o c i e t y  d e v i a t e  from s o c i e t y ' s  p r e s c r ib e d  r u l e s  has  r o o t s  
as f a r  back a s  P l a t o ' s  R epub l ic .  Y et ,  t h e  purpose of  t h i s  
ch a p te r  i s  n e i t h e r  t o  p r e s e n t  an e v o l u t io n a r y  s y n o p s i s  of 
a l l  major c r i m i n o l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s  nor  judge t h e  v a l i d i t y  of  
th e s e  t h e o r i e s .  R a th e r ,  t h e  c r im i n o l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s  
p re se n ted  below were s e l e c t e d  t o  dem ons tra te  th e  wide 
v a r i e t y  of  f a c t o r s ,  over  th e  y e a r s ,  t o  which cr ime i s  
a s c r ib e d :  b i o l o g i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and the
l i k e .
Cesare Lombroso (1895),  g e n e r a l ly  acknowledged as the  
f a t h e r  o f  modern c r im in o lo g y ,  e x p l a in e d  crime i n  terms of 
anomalies i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  p h y s ic a l  make-up. According 
t o  Lombroso, c r im i n a l s  a re  b i o l o g i c a l  throwbacks t o  e a r l i e r  
e v o lu t io n a ry  s t a g e s  o f  human p h y s io l o g ic a l  development.  In 
t h i s  way, t h e n ,  Lombroso m a in ta ined  t h a t  t h e r e  a re  c l e a r  
p h y s ic a l  d i s t i n c t i o n s  between c r im i n a l s  and n o n - c r im in a l s  in  
a s o c i e t y ;  and t h a t  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  may be a s s e s s e d  by 
such c r i t e r i a  a s  ' s i g n s  o f  d e g e n e r a t i o n , '  i . e . ,  s lo p in g  
fo reh ead ,  s i z e  of c ran ium s,  number of moles ,  t a t t o o s ,  and so 
on.
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C o n tra ry  to  Lombroso, Merton b e l i e v e d  t h a t  the  
e x i s t e n c e  of crime i n  a s o c i e ty  can be ex p la in ed  w ithout  
se a rch in g  f o r  i n h e r e n t  p h y s io l o g ic a l  a b n o r m a l i t i e s  in  
i n d i v i d u a l s .  M erton 's  a n a l y s i s  of  crime su g g e s ts  t h a t  crime 
i s  a r e s u l t  o f  " s o c i a l l y  s t r u c t u r e d  s t r a i n . "  Merton reached  
t h i s  c o n c lu s io n  by p o s i t i n g ,  t h a t  s o c i a l  sys tem s a re  
composed o f  two s t r u c t u r e s ,  namely, th e  c u l t u r a l  and s o c i a l .  
Within t h e  c u l t u r a l  s t r u c t u r e  a re  c u l t u r a l  g o a l s ,  t h a t  i s ,  
i n  every  s o c i e t y  i n d i v i d u a l s  a re  t a u g h t  t o  a s p i r e  o r  seek 
c e r t a i n  g o a l s  ( e . g . ,  economic s u c c e s s ) .  Yet th e s e  g o a l s  may 
n o t  be sough t  a f t e r  in  an a r b r i t a r y  manner s in c e  t h e  s o c i a l  
s t r u c t u r e  a l s o  p r e s c r i b e s  th e  means t h a t  may l e g i t i m a t e l y  be 
used to  pu rsue  t h e s e  g o a l s .  Contained w i th in  t h e  s o c i a l  
s t r u c t u r e  a r e  " i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  means" which a r e  th e  a c t u a l  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  a c h iev in g  
th e  g o a ls  i n  a manner com pat ib le  with t h e  norms. B a s i c a l l y ,  
c r im i n a l  b e h av io r  r e s u l t s  from a d i s j u n c t i o n  between g o a l s  
and i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  means; and th e  consequen t  s t r a i n  t h a t  
emerges. When t h i s  o c c u rs  men and women's commitment to  
e i t h e r  th e  c u l t u r a l l y  p r e s c r ib e d  g o a l s  an d /o r  means i s  
weakened, b r in g in g  abou t  a s t a t e  of  anomie (n o rm le s s n e s s ) . 
T h e re fo re ,  i n d i v i d u a l s  seek ou t  i l l e g i t i m a t e  means to  a t t a i n  
d e s i r e d  g o a l s .  In  t h i s  way, Merton saw c r i m i n a l  b ehav io r  as 
normal a d a p ta t i o n  to  an abnormal s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  th e re b y  
l o c a t i n g  t h e  cause (s )  o f  cr ime in  the  c u l t u r a l  and s o c i a l  
s t r u c t u r e s  r a t h e r  than  i n  the  i n d i v i d u a l .
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S u t h e r l a n d ' s  th e o ry  on S o c ia l  D i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  (1960) i s  
d i s t i n c t  from M e r to n 's ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  i t s  emphasis of how 
c r i m i n a l  behavior  i s  t r a n s m i t t e d  through c u l t u r e  or  the  
c u l t u r a l  l e a r n in g  p ro cess .  According t o  S u th e r lan d ,  
c r im i n a l  behav io r  i s  l e a r n e d ,  n o t  i n h e r i t e d .  I t  i s  l e a rn ed  
i n  much the  same way a s  i s  normal b eh a v io r ,  t h a t  i s ,  in  
s m a l l ,  i n t i m a t e  g ro u p s ,  who t r a n s m i t  th e  n e c e s s a ry  d r i v e s ,  
s k i l l s ,  t e c h n iq u e s ,  motives and r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  
f o r  th e  v i o l a t i o n  of  c r im i n a l  law . I t  i s  th ro u g h  t h e i r  
a s s o c i a t i o n  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  accum ulate  an excess  of 
d e f i n i t i o n s  f a v o ra b le  o r  u n fav o rab le  to  the  v i o l a t i o n  of 
law. The dec id ing  f a c t o r  i s  th e  r a t i o  of one t o  t h e  o th e r .
The f i n a l  t h e o ry  to  be p r e s e n te d  i s  Q uinney 's  S o c ia l  
R e a l i t y  o f  Crime. This th e o ry  p u l l s  t o g e t h e r  many of  the  
i d e a s  found i n  major c r im i n o l o g i c a l  app roaches .  The 
fo l lo w in g  passage dem ons tra te s  t h i s ;  "The p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  
a person  w i l l  deve lop  a c t io n  p a t t e r n s  t h a t  have a high 
p o t e n t i a l  of be ing  de f ined  a s  c r im in a l  depends on the  
r e l a t i v e  subs tance  o f :  (1) s t r u c t u r a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  (2)
l e a r n i n g  ex p e r ien ce s  (3) p e r s o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  and (4) 
s e l f - c o n c e p t i o n s "  (Quinney;1968;21) .  I n c o rp o ra te d  in  t h i s  
passage  a re  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  c u l t u r a l  t r a n s m is s io n  
t h e o r i s t s ,  e . g . ,  S u th e r la n d ,  who p o s i t e d  t h a t  c r im in a l  
b eh a v io r ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  a re  c u l t u r a l l y  t r a n s m i t t e d  or  le a rn ed  
th rough  p e rso n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  M erton 's  i d e a s  of 
" i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  means" appear  as s t r u c t u r a l  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;  t h e  o p p o r tu n i ty  o r  access  t o  no rm at ive ly
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ac c e p ta b le  means a r e  d i f f e r e n t i a l l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  in  the  
s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  Then a g a in ,  he does n o t  ig n o re  
p s y c h o lo g ic a l  f a c t o r s  s i n c e  s e l f - c o n c e p t i o n s  a re  a l s o  
im p o r ta n t  t o  t h i s  approach.
The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Quinney 's  th e o ry  and o th e r  
major c r im i n o l o g i c a l  approaches  does n o t  end h e re .  Also 
co n ta in ed  in  Q uinney 's  approach a r e  th e  a t t i t u d e s  of s o c i a l  
r e a c t i o n i s t s .  Like s o c i a l  r e a c t i o n i s t s ,  Quinney b e l i e v e s  
t h a t  w i th in  any g iven s o c i e t y  t h e r e  a r e  " m u l t i p l e  s o c i a l  
r e a l i t i e s ; "  and t h a t  th e  f o rm u la t io n ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of laws 
r e f l e c t  t h e s e  v a r io u s  r e a l i t i e s .  The r e a l i t i e s  t h a t  a re  
r e f l e c t e d  i n  any g iven  t ime r e p r e s e n t  th o s e  segments of  
s o c i e ty  who have th e  power to  t r a n s l a t e  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  i n t o  
p u b l ic  p o l i c y  ( I b i d ; 16). Hence, c r i m i n a l  d e f i n i t i o n s  are  
c r e a t e d  because  o f  c o n f l i c t  of i n t e r e s t ,  some segments i n  
s o c i e t y  a r e  i n  c o n f l i c t  with  o th e r  segments .  The fo rego ing  
i s  a l s o  s i m i l i a r  t o  c o n f l i c t  t h e o ry ,  e . g . ,  Marx, who 
sugges ted  t h a t  "The r u l i n g  id e a s  in  every  age a r e  t h e  i d e a s  
o f  th e  r u l i n g  c l a s s "  (1967:102).  Also tak en  i n t o  account 
a r e  modern c o n f l i c t  t h e o r i e s  such as  C o s e r ' s .  Both a s s e r t  
t h a t  c o n f l i c t  need not  d i s r u p t  s o c i e ty  o f t e n  i s  f u n c t i o n a l  
in  m a in ta in in g  the  s o c i e t y .  By and l a r g e  Quinney 's  
i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of  major c r im i n o l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s  i s  in te n d e d  
t o  d em ons t ra te  t h a t  c r im i n a l  behavior  has  i t s  r o o t s  i n  the  
p r e v a i l i n g  p o l i t i c a l  system; a l l  c r im i n a l  a c t s  t h e r e f o r e  
a re  p o l i t i c a l .
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Like t h e o r e t i c i a n s ,  women a t  Korydullo  had t h e i r  own 
views r e g a rd in g  what th e y  p e rce iv ed  t o  be th e  causes  of  
t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  o f f e n s e s .
As Table 20 shows, inm a tes  were r e l u c t a n t  to  assume th e  
blame fo r  be ing  in  p r i s o n .  Out o f  th e  70 women only  13, o f  
t h e  inmate p o p u la t io n ,  were p repared  t o  accep t  f u l l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e i r  c r i m i n a l  a c t s .  The remaining  57 
women c i t e d  a number o f  v a r i a b l e s  a t  t h e  r o o t s  of t h e i r  
c r i m i n a l i t y :  c r im i n a l  a s s o c i a t e s ,  bad l u c k ,  husbands, male
f r i e n d s ,  p e r so n s  who b rought  c h a rg e s ,  s o c i a l  c o n d i t io n s  and 
t h e  c r im in a l  j u s t i c e  sys tem .
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Table 20: Causes of  C r im ina l  Behavior  By o f f e n s e
Who o r  What i s  Blamed: Offense Number
inm ate  h e r s e l f :  3 murder ,  3 n a r c o t i c s ,  2 t h e f t
1 a c c e p t in g  and ho ld in g  s t o l e n  goods,
2 embezzlement,  1 f r a u d ,  and 1 f a i l u r e  
t o  o b t a in  medica l  c l e a r a n c e
s o c i e t y / s o c i a l
c o n d i t i o n s : 2 murder ,  2 accom pl ice ,  2 n a r c o t i c s ,  
4 t h e f t ,  1 f r a u d ,  and 1 p r o c u r a t io n  
o f  minors
in fo rm e r /p e r s o n
b rough t  c h a r g e s : 1 a t t e m p te d ,  1 p e r j u r y ,  2 t h e f t
2 n a r c o t i c s ,  1 f r a u d ,  and 1 deb t
f r i e n d s :
v i c t i m s :
f am i ly :
1 n a r c o t i c s ,  1 embezzlement,  4 t h e f t
1 robbery  and 1 a c c e p t in g  and ho ld in g  
s t o l e n  goods
4 murder ,  1 a t t e m p te d ,  and 1 caused  
d e a th  while  d r i v i n g  w ithou t  a l i c e n s e
2 murder and 2 t h e f t
c r i m i n a l
j u s t i c e  sys tem : 2 murder and 1 t h e f t
husband:
m o the r - in - law :
s a t a n :
bad lu c k :
T o ta l
1 i n f a n t i c i d e ,  1 t h e f t  and 1 d e s e r t i o n  
o f  fam i ly  and husband
1 murder
1 murder










With t h e  e x c e p t io n  of th e  r e sp o n se  c a t e g o r y ,  " inm ate  
h e r s e l f , "  inm ates  a t  Korydullo  c i t e d ,  more o f t e n  than  any 
o th e r  f a c t o r ,  s o c i e t y  or  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a s  un d e r ly in g  
t h e i r  a c t i o n s .  While 12 women gave s o c i e t y  as the  ca u se ,  
d i f f e r e n t  meanings were imputed to  t h i s  word. For example.
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t h e  two women conv ic ted  f o r  murdering t h e i r  husbands blamed 
s o c i e ty  because  lo o s e  women who c o r ru p te d  t h e i r  husbands 
were ram pant .  On th e  o th e r  hand, t h e  two i n d i c t e d  as 
accomplices  he ld  s o c i e t y  r e s p o n s i b l e  because i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  
t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  communities gave damaging c h a r a c t e r  
r e f e r e n c e s  a t  t h e i r  t r i a l s .  A ll  o f  th e  inm ates  charged with 
t h e f t  denounced s o c i e t y  fo r  no t  t a k in g  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
measures t o  a l l e v i a t e  poor economic c o n d i t i o n s .  In t h e i r  
opin ion t h e s e  very  c o n d i t i o n s  caused t h e i r  d e v ia n t  a c t s .
F r i e n d s h ip  or  a t  l e a s t  involvement with  c r im in a l  ty p es  
was a l s o  a dec id ing  f a c t o r .  This re sp o n se  seemed to  be 
a s s o c i a t e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w ith  p ro p e r ty  o f f e n s e s ,  e . g . ,  t h e f t ,  
robbery ,  and acc e p t in g  and hold ing  s t o l e n  goods. These 
women seemed e a s i l y  swayed by c r im in a l  a s s o c i a t e s ;  " I f  I  
had no t  a s s o c i a t e d  with th e s e  f r i e n d s  I  would p robab ly  not 
have committed the  a c t , "  or  " I f  I  had chosen my f r i e n d s  more 
c a r e f u l l y  I  would no t  be in  t h i s  mess."  The c a te g o ry  " o t h e r s  
invo lved"  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e s e  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s .  These e i g h t  
women r e f u s e d  t o  be h e ld  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  the  c r im e ,  not 
because t h e i r  accomplices  persuaded them t o  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  but 
because t h e y  had assumed a secondary  r o l e  in  the  a c t u a l  
commission o f  the  c r im i n a l  a c t .  The two co n v ic ted  as 
accomplices  t o  murder b e l ie v e d  t h a t  t h e i r  accom plices  were 
a t  f a u l t  because  th e y  had a c t u a l l y  a t tem p ted  th e  murder. 
For th e  most p a r t ,  th ey  p e rce iv e d  t h e i r  r o l e s  t o  be p a s s iv e ,  
mere p l o t t i n g  o r  agreement.
R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
110
Misplaced resen tm en t  was an i n t e r e s t i n g  subtype  in  th e  
c a te g o ry  " p e r s o n s  who brought  c h a r g e s / i n f o r m e r . "  A ll  bu t  one 
o f  th e s e  women r e s e n t e d  th e  in fo rm er  o r  those  who had 
b rough t  c h a rg e s  a g a in s t  them no t  because th e  charges  were 
f a l s e  bu t  because  th e y  were b rought  t o  th e  a t t e n t i o n  of the  
l e g a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  Those blaming th e  c r im in a l  j u s t i c e  
system fo llowed s i m i l a r  r e a s o n in g .  The c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  
system was c r i t i c i z e d  no t  because i t  had co n v ic te d  in n o c e n t  
b y s ta n d e r s  but because i n s u f f i c i e n t  emphasis  was p laced  on 
c i r c u m s t a n t i a l  e v id en ce ,  o r  because  th e  t r i a l  was conducted 
withou t  t h e  d e fen d a n ts  be ing  p r e s e n t .  The o f f e n d e r s '  
v i c t im s  were th e  cause in  t h a t  they  had p r e c i p i t a t e d  the  
a c t .
F i n a l l y ,  t h e  fam ily  as  th e  u n d e r ly in g  cause  fo r  
c r im in a l  behav io r  d id  no t  connote  f o r  t h e s e  women unloving  
p a r e n t s ,  a broken home, o r  an u n d e r p r iv i l e g e d  ch i ld h o o d ,  
i . e . ,  f a m i l i e s  were no t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  pas t  i l l
e x p e r i e n c e s .  T h e i r  g r iev a n ce  was th e  f a m i l y ' s  a p a t h e t i c
a t t i t u d e  concern ing  he lp  with a c u r r e n t  d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n .
In  two ca ses  of  t h e f t ,  t h i s  meant la ck  o f  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t ,  
whereas i n  th e  two c a s e s  o f  murder i t  was fam ily  r e l u c t a n c e  
to  suppor t  them i n  o b t a in in g  a d ivo rce  o r  f e a r  t h a t  th e
t e r m i n a t i o n  c f  an engagement would d i s g r a c e  t h e  fam ily .
At t h i s  p o in t  i t  should  be mentioned t h a t  none of  th e  
d e t a in e e s  ( those  aw a i t ing  t r i a l )  o b je c te d  t o  t h i s  q u e s t io n  
by say ing  t h a t  t h e y ,  i n  f a c t ,  had no t  committed c r im es ,  t h a t
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th ey  were being d e ta in e d  u n j u s t l y .  Quite  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  
t h e i r  r e sp o n se s  showed t h a t  in  va ry in g  degrees  they  had 
a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  the  commission of  i l l e g a l  a c t s .  
T h is  i s  mentioned f i r s t  because i t  j u s t i f i e s  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  
t a k e n  e a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  work sometimes t o  t r e a t  th e se  two 
groups j o i n t l y .  Second t h i s  f i n d i n g  was s u r p r i s i n g  s in ce  
some d i f f e r e n c e s  were expected .
There i s  much to  suppor t  t h e  view t h a t  inm a te s  mention 
many o f  th e  same f a c t o r s  u n d e r ly in g  c r im in a l  a c t i v i t y  as in  
major t h e o r e t i c a l  approaches .  For example, t h e r e  i s  a 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between th e  r e s p o n s e s  of th o s e  inmates  who 
p o in t  t o  f r i e n d s  as  de te rm in ing  f a c t o r s  and S u t h e r l a n d ' s  
t h e o r y  of  D i f f e r e n t i a l  A sso c ia t io n  which emphasizes the 
im portance  of r e f e r e n c e  groups. Inm ates  r e f e r r i n g  t o  poor 
economic c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  in  f a c t  endors ing  a Marxian a n a l y s i s  
o f  t h e  causes  of c r im e .  Then a g a i n ,  "person i s  what she i s "  
comes c lo s e  t o  t h e  Lombrosian s c h o o l  of th o u g h t .  F i n a l l y ,  
t h e  r e sp o n se ,  "p e r s o n s  who brought c h a r g e s / i n f o r m e r , "  i s  in  
agreement with  l a b e l i n g ,  in  t h a t ,  i f  t h e i r  crime had not 
been brought to  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  chances a re  
t h a t  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  would n o t  have been l a b e le d  as 
c r i m i n a l s .  More s i m i l a r i t i e s  between in m a te s '  views and 
o t h e r  t h e o r e t i c a l  approaches cou ld  be drawn. However, 
r a t h e r  th a n  p roceed ing  along t h e s e  l i n e s ,  f i r s t ,  t h e  degree 
t o  which inm ates  s u b s c r ib e  to  t h e  theo ry  o f  env ironm en ta l  
de terminism w i l l  be exp lo red  -  a s  i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  Terence 
and P au l ine  M o r r i s '  s tudy  of  an Eng lish  p r i s o n .  This
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p e r s p e c t i v e  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  because i t  i s  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  ap p l ied  t o  a p r i s o n  s e t t i n g .  Second, the 
d i s c u s s io n  w i l l  examine t h e  degree to  which inmate r e sp o n se s  
r e f l e c t  Sykes and Matza*s " te c h n iq u e s  of n e u t r a l i z a t i o n . "  
This approach was s e l e c t e d  because a m a jo r i ty  of  th e  women 
e x t e r n a l i z e d  th e  blame f o r  t h e i r  a c t i o n s .
The M o r r i s '  found inm ates  " . . . s u b s c r i b i n g  to  a th e o ry  
o f  env i ronm en ta l  de term in ism ,  s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  they  a re  
c r im i n a l s  n o t  because th e y  have chosen t h a t  r o l e  b u t  because 
t h e i r  l i v e s  have been so  ordered  t h a t  th ey  could do n o th in g  
e l s e . "  The env i ronm enta l  th e o ry  c o n s i s t s  o f  two main 
su b - ty p es ;  (a) s t r a i g h t  forward economic and s o c i a l  
determinism and (b) p s y c h o lo g ic a l  de terminism (1963:311).  
Of th e se  two s u b - ty p e s ,  th e  Morris* found p s y c h o lo g ic a l  
determinism more p r e v a l e n t :  " . . . u n l o v i n g  p a r e n t s ,
s t e p - p a r e n t s ,  orphanage l i f e ,  t h e  dea th  o f  p a r e n t s ,  f a t h e r  
i n  gao l  and mothers i n  t h e  s t r e e t . . .  A number of o f f e n s e s  
appear  t o  be a s s o c i a t e d  with  em o tiona l  s t r e s s  which th e  
o f fe n d e r  canno t  t o l e r a t e .  The r e a c t i o n  t o  lo s in g  a wife or  
g i r l  f r i e n d  may well  be t o  go c u t  and *do a job,* o r  even 
simply perform some a c t  o f  m a l ic io u s  damage" (1963:311).
In  t h i s  s tudy  a l th o u g h  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  f a c t o r s  were 
p r e s e n t ,  s o c i a l  and economic de term in ism  ap p e a rs  t o  t a k e  
precedence i n  th e  inmates* views. In  a d d i t i o n ,  the  
p sy c h o lo g ic a l  v a r i a b l e s  d i f f e r e d .  For example, Morris* 
re sp o n d en ts  p o in ted  t o  un lov ing  or  uncar ing  p a r e n t s ,  mothers
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in  th e  s t r e e t  as  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a m i l i a l ,  p s y c h o lo g ic a l
v a r i a b l e s ;  in  t h i s  s tu d y  th e  e s s e n t i a l  f a c t o r s  were
a s s o c i a t e d  with c u r r e n t  f a m i l i a l  i s s u e s .  Then a g a in ,  while
i n  t h i s  s tu d y  t h e r e  was a c o r r e l a t i o n  between em otiona l  
s t r e s s  and v i o l e n t  p e r so n a l  a c t s ,  e . g . ,  murder,  in  the  
M o r r i s ' s  s tu d y  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was between em o tiona l  s t r e s s  
and p r o p e r ty  c r im e s ,  e . g . ,  " t o  do a job" or " m a l ic io u s  
damage."
The a n a l y s i s  now looks  a t  t h e  degree  t o  which Sykes and 
M atza 's  " t e c h n iq u e s  of n e u t r a l i z a t i o n "  p r e v a i l  in  inmate 
re sp o n se s .  Sykes and Matza argue " . . . t h a t  the  i n d i v i d u a l
can avoid  moral c u l p a b i l i t y  f o r  h i s  c r im in a l  a c t i o n  — and 
th u s  avoid  n e g a t iv e  s a n c t io n  o f  s o c i e t y  — i f  he can prove 
t h a t  c r im i n a l  i n t e n t  was la c k in g "  (1975:145).  According t o  
them, d e v ia n t s  avoid  s e l f - b l a m e  as  w el l  a s  the  blame of 
o th e r s  by r e s o r t i n g  t o  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s  a f t e r  committ ing the  
a c t .  In f a c t  th ey  propound t h a t  t h i s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  may very 
well  e x i s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  commission o f  th e  a c t .  Sykes 
and Matza group " te c h n iq u e s  of  n e u t r a l i z a t i o n "  . i n t o  f i v e  
major c a t e g o r i e s :  (1) d e n i a l  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l t y  — t h i s
te ch n iq u e  fo c u se s  on f a c t o r s  o u t s i d e  and beyond th e  d e v i a n t s  
c o n t r o l ,  such a s ,  unloving  p a r e n t s ,  f r i e n d s ,  o r  slum 
neighborhoods;  (2) d e n i a l  o f  i n j u r y  — in v o lv e s  the  
d i s t i n c t i o n  between a c t s  which a r e  wrong in  them selves  and 
a c t s  which a r e  l e g a l l y  wrong but  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  morally  
wrong, f o r  example, vandalism and t h e f t ;  (3) d e n i a l  of  the 
v ic t im  — even i f  t h e  d e v ia n t  i s  w i l l i n g  to  a c c e p t  and admit
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t h a t  h i s  a c t  r e s u l t e d  in  i n j u r y  t o  th e  v ic t im ,  t h e  a c t  was 
j u s t i f i a b l e  given th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ;  (4) condemnation of  
th e  condemners — blame i s  focused  on th o se  who d isapprove
of th e  a c t  r a t h e r  th an  the  a c t  i t s e l f ,  i . e . ,  c o r r u p t
policemen; and (5) appea l  t o  h ig h e r  l o y a l t i e s  — norms and 
v a lu e s  of  th e  l a r g e r  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  a re  s a c r i f i c e d  in  
f a v o r  o f  t h e  demands which a r i s e  from belonging  t o  a s m a l le r  
s o c i a l  g roup ,  f r i e n d s h i p  c l i q u e  o r  gang (1957:664-70) .
A l l  of  the  above t e c h n iq u e s ,  excep t  f o r  " d e n i a l  of 
i n j u r y , "  were among inmate  r e s p o n s e s .  For example, the  
inm ates  who blamed t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  f o r  f a i l i n g  to  a s s i s t  them 
out  of  a c u r r e n t  d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n ,  Sa tan ,  bad lu c k ,  and 
th o se  a l l u d i n g  to  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  as  well  as  f r i e n d s ,  used 
t h e  t e c h n iq u e  r e f e r r e d  t o  above as " d e n i a l  of  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . "  The im p l i c a t io n  i s  t h a t  had t h e s e  o u t s id e  
f a c t o r s  been o rdered  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  th e  p r i s o n e r  probably  
would n o t  have committed th e  a c t .  The te c h n iq u e  of  
r a t i o n a l i z i n g  away t h e  g u i l t  and shame by " d e n i a l  o f  the
v ic t im "  h e ld  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  fo r  t h e  inm ates  in v o lv ed  in  
some ty p e  o f  hom ic ide .  In  t h e s e  c a s e s ,  a l th o u g h  inm ates  
f u l l y  acknowledged th e  i n j u r y ,  they  r e f u s e d  to  a c c e p t  th e  
blame, p r im a r i l y  because  the  c i rc u m s ta n ce s  su r ro u n d in g  the  
a c t  were such t h a t  t h e y  had no a l t e r n a t i v e .  In f a c t ,  o f te n  
t im e s ,  t h e  v ic t im  them se lves  were he ld  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r
c r e a t i n g  t h e  c i rcu m s tan ces  which prompted th e  o f f e n s e .  Then 
a g a in ,  th o s e  women who po in ted  t o  t h e  u n f a i r n e s s  of  the  
c r im i n a l  j u s t i c e  system ( i . e . ,  s e n te n c e  to o  s t i f f  o r  f a l s e
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Witness) were, as  Sykes and Matza su g g es ted ,  p r o t e c t i n g  
them selves  from s e l f - b l a m e  by fo c u s in g  on th e  i n j u s t i c e  o f  
t h e  c r im i n a l  j u s t i c e  sys tem . S i m i l a r i l y ,  t h e  fo cu s  of  th o s e  
mentioning " in f o r m e r s / o r  those  who b rough t  ch a rg e s"  was not 
t h e i r  own c r i m i n a l i t y ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h o s e  who d isapproved  of 
t h e i r  b e h a v io r .  The l a s t  major c a te g o r y ,  "appea l  t o  h ig h e r  
a u t h o r i t y , "  was l e s s  no ted  among inmate  r e sp o n se s .  The 
re sp o n d e n ts  who came t h e  c l o s e s t  t o  r e s o r t i n g  to  t h i s  
te ch n iq u e  were th o se  mentioning t h e i r  involvement with  
c r im in a l  t y p e s .  There was a l s o  one i n s t a n c e  o f  an inmate 
who was c o n v ic te d  o f  ch i ld -m u rd e r  and c la im ed t h a t  th e  
reason  f o r  her  a c t  was " t o  save th e  c h i l d r e n  from a worse 
f a t e . "  T h is  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  can be i n t e r p r e t e d  as  a c l a s s i c  
example o f  r e s o r t i n g  " t o  a h ighe r  l o y a l t y . "
Although the  Sykes and Matza c l a s s i f i c a t o r y  system can 
be imposed on inmate r e s p o n s e s ,  t h e r e  i s  an i n h e r e n t  
d i f f i c u l t y  w i th  t h i s  ty p e  o f  a n a l y s i s .  I t  i s  no t  c l e a r  
whether t h e s e  women were i n  f a c t  j u s t i f y i n g  t h e i r  
c r i m i n a l i t y  v ia  th e s e  v a r io u s  t e c h n iq u e s  i n  o rd e r  t o  l e s s e n  
t h e i r  g u i l t  and shame, o r  whether th e y  were t r y i n g  to  a s s e s s  
what was a t  t h e  r o o t s  of  t h e i r  c r i m i n a l i t y .  That i s  to  s a y ,  
were women p r o t e c t i n g  them se lves  from s e l f - b la m e  or  on ly  
t r y i n g  t o  e x p la in  " s c i e n t i f i c a l l y "  why th e  a c t  o c c u r re d .  I t  
i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  f o r  some of  th e  inm ates  t h e  l a t t e r  
p o s s i b i l i t y  does not  h o ld  t r u e ,  then  a g a in ,  f o r  o th e r s  i t  
may very w e l l  be t h e  c a s e .
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A D J U S TM ENT  TO P E I S O N
Modern and p r o g r e s s i v e  pena l  methods have done much in  
r e c e n t  y e a r s  t o  a l t e r  and c o u n te r a c t  th e  harmful  in f lu e n c e s  
i n h e r e n t  w i th in  penal  conf inem ent .  P as t  forms of 
d e g r a d a t io n ,  e . g . ,  c l ip p e d  heads ,  mandatory d r e s s  code, hard  
l a b o r ,  a r e  no lo n g e r  an i n e v i t a b l e  p a r t  of p r i s o n  r u l e s  and 
r e g u l a t i o n s -  In t h i s  way, modern c u s t o d i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
make a c o n c e n t r a t e d  e f f o r t  to  l e s s e n  th o se  a s p e c t s  of 
confinement which cause  n o t  on ly  p h y s ic a l  bu t  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  
d i s t r e s s .
Korydullo  i s  an o u t s t a n d i n g l y  p ro g re s s iv e  c u s t o d i a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n ,  i n  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  d im in ish  both t h e  p h y s ic a l  
and p s y c h o lo g ic a l  p a in s  of  imprisonment.  D esp i te  the  
e x i s t e n c e  and enforcem ent o f  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  inmates  
a r e  p e rm i t t e d  a f a i r  amount o f  freedom. The r e g u l a t i o n s  a re  
n o t  des igned  t o  c o n t r o l  th e  inmates* behav io r  i n  minute 
d e t a i l ;  w i th in  l i m i t s ,  inm ates  a r e  al lowed t o  make t h e i r  
own d e c i s i o n s .  For example, meals a r e  se rved  a t  s p e c i f i c  
t im e s ,  y e t  inm ates  a re  no t  compelled t o  a t t e n d .  They dec ide  
whether o r  n o t  they  wish t o  e a t  th e  p rep a red  meal o f  th e  
day. I f  n o t ,  they  a re  provided  w ith  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  p repare  
t h e i r  own meals .
Regim enta t ion  i s  kep t  to  a minimum, and freedom to  make 
d e c i s io n s  i s  maximized in  t h a t ;  (1) inmates  a re  al lowed to  
wake whenever they  wish (excep t  th o s e  who work) ; (2) they
a re  co n f in e d  in  t h e i r  c e l l s ,  o r  t h a l o moi, on ly  when the
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p r i s o n  c l o s e s  f o r  t h e  a f te rn o o n  s i e s t a  and a t  n ig h t ;  (3) 
movement i s  not r e s t r i c t e d  by p as ses  but  a l low ed  anywhere 
w i th in  the  in n e r  p r i s o n ,  i . e . ,  t h e  more s e c u re  p o r t io n ;  (4) 
th e y  a r e  f r e e  t o  dec ide  whether o r  not  they  want to  a t t e n d  
o r  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  p r iso n  f u n c t i o n s ,  e . g . ,  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  
g a t h e r i n g s ,  s p e c i a l  church s e r v i c e s ;  (5) t h e r e  a r e  no 
obvious symbols o f  a u t h o r i t y ,  e . g . ,  guards p o s s e s s  n e i t h e r  
guns ,  b i l l y  c l u b s ,  t e a r  g a s ,  o r  any o t h e r  weapons; (6) 
inm ates  a r e  n o t  r e q u i r e d  to  f a l l  i n t o  m i l i t a r y  fo rm a t io n s ;  
and (7) th e y  a r e  allowed t o  c o n t e s t  c e r t a i n  p r i s o n  
p r a c t i c e s .
The r i g h t  t o  c o n t e s t  p r i s o n  p r a c t i c e s ,  a l th o u g h  l i m i t e d  
t o  on ly  c e r t a i n  a c t i v i t i e s ,  d id  occur  i n  more than one 
i n s t a n c e  d u r in g  t h i s  s tu d y .  One such c a s e  concerned 
p r i s o n e r s '  r i g h t s  t o  su n b a th e .  In m a te s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  
f o r e i g n e r s ,  made i t  a p r a c t i c e  t o  sunba the  d u r in g  the  hours  
th e y  were a l lowed in  th e  pr o a u l i o n (open c o u r t  a r e a ) . This  
p r a c t i c e  had gone unno t iced  u n t i l  i n h a b i t a n t s  of  th e  
h i g h r i s e  condominium apa r tm en ts  i n  th e  v i c i n i t y  r e p o r te d  i t  
to  t h e  media, h a s t i l y  adding t h a t  male p r i s o n e r s  co n f in ed  
a c r o s s  th e  s t r e e t  could a l s o  see  th e  s u n b a th e r s .  Seen a s  a 
s t o r y  of  i n t e r e s t ,  i t  was p r i n t e d  in  th e  newspapers .  To 
avoid  p u b l i c  sco rn  the  M in is t ry  i s s u e d  a s ta te m e n t  i n s i s t i n g  
t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t o r  t e rm in a te  t h i s  p r a c t i c e .  Inm ates  
p r o t e s t e d ,  and w ith  t h e  d i r e c t o r ' s  endorsement they  were 
a b l e  t o  persuade t h e  M in is t ry  t o  r e c o n s i d e r .  The outcome 
was t h a t  th e y  cou ld  co n t in u e  t o  sunba the  so lo n g  a s  they  d id
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n o t  ba the  where th e y  could be seen  by th e  male p r i s o n e r s .  A 
d r e s s  code was a l s o  imposed, th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a t t i r e  be ing  
s h o r t s  and some k ind  of to p .
Korydullo  shou ld  be p r a i s e d  in  i t s  a t tem p t  t o  
compensate f o r  t h e  la c k  o f  a v a i l a b l e  goods and s e r v i c e s  i n  
t h e  p r i s o n .  Recognizing t h a t  i n c a r c e r a t i o n  a l lo w s  inm ates  
on ly  th e  ba re  n e c e s s i t i e s ,  p r i s o n  p e r so n n e l  f r e q u e n t l y  
bought p roduc ts  f o r  in m a te s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  f o r e ig n  women 
who, accustomed to  a d i f f e r e n t  way of  l i f e ,  r e q u e s te d  
shampoos, l o t i o n s ,  v i ta m in s ,  h a i r  dyes ,  sun tan  l o t i o n s ,  
makeup, a l l  i t e m s  u n o b ta in ab le  from th e  p r i s o n  c a n te e n .  
O ther  women who could  not  a f f o r d  t o  buy p ro d u c t s ,  could r e l y  
on " c a r e  packages"  from v i s i t i n g  r e l a t i v e s .  Although a l l  
such packages were i n s p e c te d  f o r  co n t rab an d ,  they  were not 
l i m i t e d  in  number or  volume. Thus, e x c e p t  f o r  k n iv e s ,
f o r k s ,  c i g a r e t t e s ,  sw ee ts ,  medicine and canned goods,  
r e l a t i v e s  could  supply  inm a tes  with a wide v a r i e t y  o f  
d e s i r a b l e  i t e m s .
Another a s p e c t  of p r i s o n  l i f e  which i s  u s u a l ly  
d i f f i c u l t  f o r  women or  men t o  accep t  i s  t h e  immediate and 
co n t in u ed  s e g r e g a t i o n  of  th e  c r im in a l  from f r i e n d s  and 
f a m i ly .  Once confinement s t a r t s  p r i s o n  p o l i c y  d i c t a t e s  
when, how lo n g ,  and by whom t h e  inmate i s  v i s i t e d .  Like 
most c u s t o d i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  Korydullo has d e f i n i t e  
p rocedures  concern ing  v i s i t a t i o n  p r i v i l e g e s .  Desp i te  t h e  
r i g i d i t y  th o s e  p rocedures  c o n ta in  a humane q u a l i t y .  F i r s t ,
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O f f i c i a l  v i s i t i n g  hours  t a k e  p la c e  every  Monday, Wednesday, 
and F r iday  from 9:00 to  11:00 a.m. and from 2:30 to  4:30 
p&m. These v i s i t s  a r e  n o t  to  exceed 20 m inutes ,  but 
ex c e p t io n s  a r e  made: t h o s e  who have t r a v e l l e d  f a r ,  as  well
as  th e  e l d e r l y  o r  t h e  i l l ,  a r e  u s u a l ly  exempt from t h i s  
r u l e ;  A ssess ing  each s i t u a t i o n  in d e p e n d e n t ly ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  
g iv e s  th e s e  v i s i t o r s  s p e c i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and a l low s  them 
to  v i s i t  du r ing  n o n - v i s i t i n g  h o u rs .  The 20*minute l i m i t  i s  
a l s o  no t  s t r i c t l y  e n fo rce d  as t h e  v i s i t s  a r e  no t  t im ed.
Second, v i s i t i n g  p r i v i l e g e s  a re  only  t o  be ex tended  t o  
immediate consanguine and a f f i n a l  r e l a t i v e s ,  e . g . ,  sp o u se s ,  
p a r e n t s ,  a u n t s ,  u n c l e s ,  m o th e r s - in - la w ,  g ran d p a ren t s  and 
f i r s t  c o u n s in s .  However, t h e  c o n s a n g u i n i t y - a f f i n i t y  
r e s t r i c t i o n  does n o t  app ly  t o  women of  f o r e ig n  b i r t h .  The 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  r e a l i z e s  t h a t  th e  f o r e i g n e r ' s  r e l a t i v e s  a re  
n o t  w i th in  v i s i t i n g  p ro x im i ty  and t h a t  l o s s  o f  such c o n t a c t  
i s  ex trem ely  d e t r i m e n t a l  to  th e  woman's p sy c h o lo g ic a l  w e l l  
b e in g .  To ea se  t h i s  d i s t r e s s  th ey  allow f o r e i g n  women t o  be 
v i s i t e d  by whoever wishes t o  do s o .  In  f a c t ,  the  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  encourages  f o r e i g n e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th o s e  
w ith o u t  any v i s i t o r s ,  t o  converse  with th e  v i s i t o r s  of 
n a t i v e  inm a te s .  S im i l a r ly  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a t t e m p ts  to  
r educe  th e  s t r a i n  of t h o s e  Greek women who do n o t  have any 
v i s i t o r s  by a s s ig n in g  them t o  one o f  the  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  women 
who v i s i t  th e  p r i s o n .  F u r the rm ore ,  t h r e e  days b e fo re  and 
one day a f t e r  Chris tm as and E a s t e r  a l l  inm a te s  a r e  g iven  
t h r e e  to  fou r  e x t r a  v i s i t i n g  p r i v i l e g e s .  During th e s e  days
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t h e  inmates  a r e  allowed v i s i t s  by whoever comes t o  see  them.
This f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  i n d i c a t e s  th e  
s i n c e r e  e f f o r t  to  e a se  th e  pa in  o f  i s o l a t i o n .  I t  i s  
i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  seek th e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e s e  hum an i ta r ian  
i n n o v a t io n s .  I t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e s e  measures  a re  not 
d e r i v a t i v e s  o f  a modern c u s t o d i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  in  t h e  Western 
s e n s e .  That  i s  to  s a y ,  th e  im plem enta t ion  o f  th e s e  
p r o g re s s iv e  measures i s  n o t  th e  r e s u l t  of well  th o u g h t  out 
t r e a tm e n t  programs, i . e . ,  v o c a t i o n a l ,  p s y c h o lo g ic a l ,  
e d u c a t i o n a l  programs e x p l i c i t l y  aimed t o  improve th e  n a tu re  
of conf inem en t .  Korydullo  i s  w i thou t  such programs. A 
probab le  e x p l a n a t io n  f o r  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e s e  h um an i ta r ian  
procedures  i s  t h e  c o n s i s t e n t  adherence  even w i th in  p r i so n  
w a l l s  t o  two im p o r ta n t  c u l t u r a l  id e a s  which d i c t a t e  such 
beh av io r .
These i d e a s  a r e  p h i lo x e n ia  ( h o s p i t a l i t y )  and an th r o p o i  
em asta i  ("we a r e  only human"). These c u l t u r a l  i d e a s  a re  not 
only  p r e v a l e n t  w i th in  t h e  l a r g e r  s t r u c t u r e  but a r e  c a r r i e d  
over  i n t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  p r i so n  where th ey  
m o t iva te  a c t i o n s  which make th e  p r i s o n  ex p e r ien ce  more 
b e a r a b le .  Thus, th e  h u m an i ta r ian  a s p e c t s  o f  Korydullo  owe 
t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  no t  t o  modern t e c h n o l o g i c a l  advances or  
th o u g h t  p a t t e r n s  bu t  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  v a lu e s  which have 
p e r s i s t e d  over  a long p e r io d  of  t im e .
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The l i t e r a l  t r a n s l a t i o n  of  p h i lo x e n ia  i s  ' l o v e  o f  
s t r a n g e r s / v i s i t o r s . ’ This lo v e  has  been a p a r t  of Greek 
c i v i l i z a t i o n  s in c e  t h e  Homeric e r a ,  and Homer su p e rb ly  
documents t h e  form i t  t a k e s  e s p e c i a l l y  in  th e  Odyssey. That 
i t  c o n t in u e s  to  f l o u r i s h  even in  modern Greece i s  
s u b s t a n t i a t e d  by r e c e n t  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s  ( F r i e d l ,  
1965; Campbell,  1964; P i t t s - B i v e r s ,  1977), Then a g a i n ,  
anyone who has v ac a t io n ed  in  Greece f o r  an extended  p e r io d  
o f  t im e i s  l i k e l y  t o  be f a m i l i a r  with  Greek h o s p i t a l i t y .
The Greek p r id e s  h im se l f  on be ing  a good h o s t ,  which 
r e q u i r e s  " f a i l i n g  not  t o  a t t e n d  t o  h i s  g u e s t s ,  t o  g ran t  them 
th e  p recedence  which i s  t h e i r  due,  t o  show concern f o r  t h e i r  
needs and wishes or  i n  g e n e ra l  t o  ea rn  th e  g r a t i t u d e  which 
g u e s t s  should  show. F a i l u r e  t o  o f f e r  t h e  b e s t  i s  to  
d e n i g r a t e  t h e  g u e s t .  T h e re fo re  i t  must always be m ain ta ined  
t h a t ,  however f a r  from p e r f e c t  h i s  h o s p i t a l i t y  may be, i t  i s  
t h e  b e s t  he can do" ( P i t t - R i v e r s ,  1977:110).  H o s p i t a l i t y ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  extended to  a l l  v i s i t o r s  — f o re ig n  o r  Greek.
Anthropoi  em as ta i  i s  a c u l t u r a l  b e l i e f  which emphasizes 
th e  im p e r f e c t io n s  common to  a l l  members of  s o c i e t y :  be ing
human we a r e  a l l  f a r  from p e r f e c t .  Each o f  us i s  capab le  of  
e r r i n g .  When we do, we do n o t  c e a s e  t o  be human, on t h e  
c o n t r a ry  our t r a n g r e s s i o n s  v a l i d a t e  our  humanity. 
T ra n s la t e d  i n t o  p r i s o n  p o l i c y ,  a n th ro p o i  e mast a i  r e q u i r e s  
t h a t  r a t h e r  than  s u b je c t in g  t r a n s g r e s s o r s  t o  a c r u e l  
env ironm ent ,  p r i s o n e r s  ought t o  be t r e a t e d  humanely.
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P r a c t i c e s  such as (1) absence of  m i l i t a r y  fo rm a t io n ,
(2) absence o f  b i l l y  c l u b s ,  guns, t e a r  gas ,  (3) perm iss ion
t o  wear t h e i r  own c l o th i n g  and makeup, (4) p r o v i s io n  of 
f a c i l i t i e s  t o  p rep a re  t h e i r  own meals ,  exem pli fy  how 
an th r o p o i  e m as ta i  i s  p u t  i n t o  a c t i o n .
Applying p h i lo x e n ia  ( h o s p i t a l i t y )  t o  th e  o r i g i n  of the  
in n o v a t iv e  advances i n  t h e  p r i s o n ,  th e  s u p p o s i t i o n  i s  t h a t  
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  th e  h o s t  and inm a tes  th e  g u e s t s .  In 
i t s  p r e s c r ib e d  r o l e  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a b id e s  by th e  
r e g u l a t i o n s  s e t  up by t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  Yet the  
needs  and wishes o f  t h e  con f ined  g u e s t s  a re  not  d i s r e g a r d e d .  
Even though th e y  a re  c a p t i v e  g u e s t s ,  a c e r t a i n  degree o f  
h o s p i t a l i t y  i s  ex tended  to  a l l  o f  them, e s p e c i a l l y  the  
f o r e i g n e r s .  As examples ,  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  h o s p i t a b l e  
when i t  a l t e r s  i t s  b r e a k f a s t  menu t o  s u i t  the  t a s t e  o f  the  
f o r e ig n  women, when i t  exempts them from the  
c o n s a n g u i n i t y - a f f i n i t y  c l a u s e ,  and when i t  p u rch ases  goods 
f o r  them t h a t  a r e  no t  a v a i l a b l e  i n  the  p r iso n  c a n te e n .
The r e g u l a t i o n s  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  r u l e s  ( p o l i c i e s )  
a re  n o t  e x p l i c i t l y  in te n d e d  t o  be p u n i t i v e  on e i t h e r  th e
p h y s i c a l  o r  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  l e v e l .  In  f a c t ,  some of th e s e  
measures a r e  d i r e c t l y  aimed to  a l l e v i a t e  th e  anguish  of
confinement r e s u l t i n g  from p sy c h o lo g ic a l  d e p r i v a t i o n s .  
Comparing p a s t  and p r e s e n t  c u s t o d i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  on the  
e x t e n t  of p h y s i c a l  v e r su s  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  m a l t r e a tm en t ,  Sykes 
s t a t e s ;
R eproduced  with perm ission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
123
These p r i v a t i o n s  ( l i b e r t y ,  goods and s e r v i c e s ,  
h e t e r o s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  autonomy, and s e c u r i t y )  
may indeed  be th e  a c c e p ta b l e  o r  unavoidable  
i m p l i c a t i o n s  of im prisonm ent,  b u t  we must 
r eco g n ize  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  can be j u s t  as 
p a i n f u l  as  t h e  p h y s i c a l  m a l t rea tm en t  they  have 
r e p l a c e d . , . . S u c h  a t t a c k s  on th e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  
l e v e l  a r e  l e s s  e a s i l y  seen th a n  a s a d i s t i c  
b e a t i n g ,  a p a i r  of s h a c k le s  i n  th e  f l o o r ,  o r  th e  
caged man on a t r e a d m i l l ,  b u t  th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of 
th e  psyche i s  no l e s s  f e a r f u l  than  b o d i ly  
a f f l i c a t i o n . . .  (Sykes,  1958:64) .
Because of  t h e  n a tu re  of con f in em en t ,  Korydullo cannot  
t o t a l l y  e l i m i n a t e  a l l  of t h e  d e p r i v a t i o n s  and t h e i r  e f f e c t  
on th e  in m a te s '  psyche.  The im p o r ta n t  p o i n t ,  however, i s  
t h a t  u n l ik e  many modern c u s t o d i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  th e y  a re  
aware o f  t h i s  problem and have i n s t i t u t e d  measures aimed a t  
re d u c in g  t h e  l e v e l  of p s y c h o lo g ic a l  f r u s t r a t i o n .  Even so ,  
t o  assume because o f  th e  im plem enta t ion  of th e s e  measures 
t h a t  confinement i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  any l e s s  f r u s t r a t i n g  o r  
p a i n f u l  would be a m is take .
Responses to  t h e  open-ended q u e s t i o n s  "What i s  the  most 
d i f f i c u l t  a s p e c t  o f  a d ju s tm en t?"  and "What i s  th e  most 
annoying t h in g  about doing t im e?"  dem ons tra te  how 
conf inem ent ,  even a t  K orydul lo  with i t s  h u m an i ta r ian  
m easures ,  c o n t in u e s  t o  be f r u s t r a t i n g .
Host D i f f i c u l t  a s p e c t s  of  Confinement
A nalys is  of  re sp o n se s  to  t h e  f i r s t  q u e s t io n  s u g g e s t s  
t h e  o v e r a l l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  which a re  unavo idab le  consequences 
of confinement (see  Table  21 ) .  For example,  31 or  44.4 per
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cen t  of  t h e  women n o te d  absence o f  fam ily  l i f e  a s  the  most 
d i f f i c u l t  a s p e c t  o f  a d ju s tm e n t .  Ward and Kassebaum, when 
ask ing  t h e  same q u e s t io n  of th e  women a t  F o n te ra ,  found t h a t  
th e s e  women a l s o  c i t e d ,  more o f t e n  th a n  any o t h e r ,  absence 
of home and family  as  t h e  g r e a t e s t  problem o f  ad ju s tm e n t .  
Their  e x p l a n a t io n  a p p l i e s  eq u a l ly  t o  th e  Greek inm ates :
The co n f in ed  m o th e r ' s  concern i s  no t  on ly  w i th  the  
s e p a r a t i o n  from h e r  c h i l d r e n  but a l s o  w ith  how 
th ey  w i l l  be ca re d  f o r  while  th e  husband works; 
moreover,  th e  husband may lo o k  f o r  an o th e r  female 
to  t a k e  over th e  m a te rna l  r o l e .  The d i s t i n c t i o n  
between male and female p r i s o n e r s  here i s  t h a t  the  
f a t h e r  i n  p r ison  i s  presuming t h a t  h i s  wife w i l l ,  
d e s p i t e  economic h a rd s h ip ,  co n t in u e  t o  p lay  her 
r o l e  a s  mother. The mother i n  p r i so n  i s  ask ing  
her  husband to  assume primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  
t h e  c a r e  and s u p e rv i s io n  o f  c h i l d r e n  when h i s  
pr im ary  r o l e  in  t h e  fam ily  i s  t h a t  of  breadwinner  
(Ward and Kassebaum, 1967:14-15) .
This e x p l a n a t io n  may app ly  more t o  Greek women than  t o  
American women fo r  two r e a s o n s :  f i r s t ,  i n  th e  t o t a l s  o f  the
two inmate  p o p u la t i o n s ,  Greek women gave t h i s  r e sponse  more 
o f ten  th a n  th e  women a t  F o n te ra .  Second, t r a d i t i o n a l  
male-female  sex r o l e s  a r e  more c l o s e l y  guarded and honored 
in  th e  Greek than in  t h e  American c u l t u r e .
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absence of home & 
fam ily
f e l lo w  inmates
l a c k  o f  p r iv ac y
d a i l y  fo rced  r o u t i n e  2
both s t a f f  & inm ates  
l a c k  u n d e rs ta n d in g  4
r u l e s  £ r e g u l a t i o n s  1
p r i s o n  c lo s u re  1
f e e l i n g  dead y e t  a l i v e  1
g u a rd s '  l a c k  of 
manner £ ed u c a t io n
f e e l i n g s  of  g u i l t  due 
t o  p r i so n  s e n te n c e  2
economic d i f f i c u l t i e s  
b rough t  about by 
se n ten c e  1
f e a r  t h a t  I  w o n ' t  g e t  
i l l n e s s  taken  c a r e  of  1
no v i s i t a t i o n  1
j a i l  a u to m a t i c a l ly  makes 
you g u i l t y  from now on —
se n ten c e  to o  s t i f f
locked  up u n j u s t l y  —
n o t  d i f f i c u l t  1
T o ta l s  59
Greek
Gypsies
E t h n i c i t y
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The second most o f t e n  no ted  d i f f i c u l t y ,  f e l lo w  in m a te s ,  
may a l s o  he seen  a s  an u n i n t e n t i o n a l  r e s u l t  of c o n f in in g  
d i v e r s i f i e d  groups of c r i m i n a l s  f o r  p ro longed p e r i o d s .  
These e leven  inm ates  were r e a c t i n g  to  t h e  n o n - d i s c r im i n a to r y  
l i v i n g  arrangement a t  K orydul lo ,  an a r rangem ent  which fo rced  
women to  he c o n s ta n t  companions o f  o t h e r s  they  viewed as  
dangerous ,  as  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  th e  soc io -econom ic  
s t r a t a ,  having committed a wide v a r i e t y  o f  o f f e n s e s ,  and 
v a ry in g  in  deg ree  o f  c r im i n a l  e x p e r t i s e  a s  well  as  
commitment. The im p l i c a t i o n  o f  such an arrangem ent  f o r  some 
women i s  a r e a l  o r  imagined app reh en s io n  about th e  t r u e  
c h a r a c t e r  of t h e i r  f e l l o w - p r i s o n e r s .  These ap p reh en s io n s  
were based on p r i o r  r e a l  or  f e a r e d  e x p e r i e n c e ,  e . g . ,  they  
were robbed, m a l t r e a t e d ,  b e a te n .  I n  any c a s e ,  t h e i r  sense  
o f  s e c u r i t y  i s  c o n t i n u a l l y  t h r e a t e n e d .
S t i l l  a n o th e r  unavoidable  consequence o f  conf inem ent i s  
t h e  t h i r d  most o f t e n  no ted  re sp o n se  voiced by seven 
r e s p o n d e n ts :  l a c k  of p r iv ac y .  The p h y s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  of
th e  p r i s o n ,  e . g . ,  having to  l i v e  in  th e  sm a l l  k e l i a  with  a t  
l e a s t  one o th e r  woman, o r  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  t h a l omgi w ith  n in e  
o th e r  women, meant th e  c o n s t a n t  s c r u t i n y  o f  the  p r i s o n e r ' s  
everyday a c t i v i t i e s  by inm ates  as  well  as s t a f f  members.
The f o u r t h  most no ted  r e s p o n s e ,  th e  l a c k  o f
!'
u n d e rs tan d in g  from both s t a f f  pe rso n n e l  and in m a te s ,  more or 
, l e s s  p a r a l l e l s  t h e  s e n t im e n t s  ex p re s sed  by th o s e  whose
primary  com pla in t  was " o t h e r  in m a te s . "  Some g r ie v a n c e
;
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d i r e c t e d  toward fe l lo w  p r i s o n e r s  was common t o  both g roups .  
Unlike th e  o th e r  women, however, t h e s e  f o u r  women d id  no t  
d i s t r u s t  o r  view t h e i r  f e l lo w  inm ates  as  dangerous .  R a th e r ,  
t h e i r  g r iev a n ce  was t h e  uncom passionate  n a tu re  of  f e l l o w  
inm ates  and p r i s o n  employees who n e i t h e r  unders tood  them, 
t h e i r  n e e d s ,  t h e i r  c o n ce rn s ,  no r  t h e i r  problems.
Each o f  th e  remaining r e sp o n se s  had no more than  two 
r e sp o n d en ts  per  c a te g o ry .  The im p o r ta n t  a s p e c t  o f  t h e s e  
c a t e g o r i e s ,  however, i s  t h a t  in  c o n ju n c t io n  with th e  
p rev io u s  re s p o n s e s  they  r e f l e c t  th e  v a r i o u s  ways in  which 
i n c a r c e r a t i o n  poses profound t h r e a t s  t o  the  in m a te s '  
p e r s o n a l i t y  o r  sense  of  p e r s o n a l  worth .
Comparing Greeks with non-Greeks,  some d i s t i n c t i o n  may 
be no ted .  F i r s t ,  f o r e i g n e r s  tended  not t o  f in d  f a u l t  w i th  
fe l lo w  in m a te s .  While th e  Greek inm ates  s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  was 
most d i f f i c u l t  to  r e s i d e  among i n c o r r i g i b l e  o r  unsym pathe t ic  
inm ates  and s t a f f  p e r s o n n e l ,  f o r e ig n  women d i r e c t e d  t h e i r  
r e sen tm en ts  only  toward s t a f f  peop le .  Second, only  th e  
f o r e i g n e r s  were c r i t i c a l  of the  Greek j u d i c i a l  sys tem , 
e s p e c i a l l y  i t s  handl ing  of n a r c o t i c  v i o l a t o r s  ( a l l  th e  
f o r e ig n  women were co n v ic te d  f o r  t h i s  o f f e n s e ) .  The 
re sp o n se s  t h a t  t h e  s e n te n c e s  were to o  h a r s h ,  or  t h a t  th e y  
were locked up u n j u s t l y ,  a r e  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h i s .
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Host Annoying A spec ts  of  conf inement
Responses t o  t h e  ques t ion  "What i s  th e  most annoying 
t h in g  about  doing t ime?" i n d i c a t e  f u r t h e r  t h e  manner in  
which confinement i s  p a i n f u l .
Table 22 c l a s s i f i e s  t h e  inmates* r e sp o n se s  to  t h i s  
q u e s t io n  in  fo u r  c a t e g o r i e s ;  co m p la in ts  a g a i n s t  (1) th e  
c r im in a l  j u s t i c e  sys tem , (2) s t a f f  p e r s o n n e l ,  (3) fe l lo w  
p r i s o n e r s ,  and Ç4) o t h e r ,  of  t h e  59 women who responded to  
t h i s  q u es t io n  by a d m i t t in g  annoyance, 31 were bo the red  by 
some a c t i v i t y  of s t a f f  p e r s o n n e l ,  17 ad d ressed  com pla in ts  
toward some a s p e c t  o f  th e  c r im in a l  j u s t i c e  sys tem , e ig h t  
vo iced  com pla in ts  a g a i n s t  f e l lo w  inm ates  and t h r e e  c i t e d  
a s p e c t s  of  conf inem ent  which were p laced  i n  th e  o th e r  
c a te g o ry .
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Table 22; Most Annoying Thing About Doing Time
Type o f  Complaint
Greek Greek 
Gypsies
Complaints Against  
S t a f f  P e rso n n e l
buck p a s s in g  
t r e a t e d  c h i l d - l i k e  
s t a f f  i n f a l l i b i l i t y
s t a f f  i n c a p a b le  of 
u n d e rs tan d in g  them
c e n so r sh ip  p o l ic y
r e c i d i v i s t s  watched 
c l o s e l y







Complaints  Against Criminal  
J u s t i c e  System
in d e te r m in a t e  s e n te n c in g  12 
held  u n j u s t l y  2
s t i l l  aw a i t in g  t r i a l  1
S u b to ta l
Inmates
15
f i g h t s  among inmates  
l i v i n g  with uneducated 
people
S u b to ta l
Other
p r i s o n  c lo s u re  
no v i s i t o r s









E t h n i c i t y
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The number of  r e sp o n se s  i n  each of t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s  
r e v e a l s  f i r s t  t h a t  inm ates  were annoyed more with th e  
a c t i v i t é s  of  s t a f f  pe rso n n e l  th a n  with any o th e r  a s p e c t  of  
conf inem ent .  Second, th e  r e sp o n se s  r e f l e c t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of  
s t a f f  and in m a te s  i n t o  two d i s t i n c t  g ro u p s ,  confirmed by 
such r e s p o n s e s  a s  " t r e a t e d  c h i l d - l i k e , "  " s t a f f  i s  in c a p a b le  
o f  u n d e rs ta n d in g  inm ates"  jux taposed  a g a i n s t  " s t a f f ' s  
p e rcep t io n  o f  i n f a l l i b i l i t y . "  T h ird ,  while  p r i s o n e r s  
acknowledged t h e  p rev a len ce  o f  such a t t i t u d e s  among s t a f f  
p e r so n n e l ,  u l t i m a t e l y  th e y  concluded t h a t  they  were f a l s e  
p e r c e p t io n s .  That i s ,  s t a f f  members were n o t  s u p e r io r  nor 
i n f a l l i b l e ;  i f  t h e y  were th e y  would u n d e rs tan d  th e  in m a te s ,  
t h u s  would n o t  respond t o  them as  i f  t h e y  were misguided 
c h i l d r e n .
The d i v e r g e n t  i n t e r e s t s  of s t a f f  and inmates  a re  
f u r t h e r  r e f l e c t e d  in  K o ry d u l lo ' s  c e n s o r s h ip  p o l i c y .  The 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  m onito r ing  o f  a l l  t e le p h o n e  c a l l s ,  
packages ,  l e t t e r s ,  and v i s i t a t i o n s  i s  a M in is t ry  
r eq u i rem en t .  Inmates u n d e rs tan d  t h e  p r a c t i c a l i t y  of th e s e  
measures and a r e  more o r  l e s s  aware t h a t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
does no t  e n f o r c e  them to  t h e  l e t t e r .  However, n ine  women 
s t i l l  p e r c e iv e d  them as  an in f r in g em e n t  of  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  
freedom. These women were n o t  r e a c t i n g  t o  th e  p o l i c i e s  per 
se  but t o  t h e  outcome of such measures.  For example, th ey  
unders tood  th e  importance o f  l i m i t i n g  communications with 
fam ily  members t o  s p e c i f i c  t im es  and c o n d i t i o n s .  Rhat 
annoyed them was t h a t  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  s t i f l e d
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communications.
F i n a l l y ,  t h e  most o f t e n  no ted  re sp o n se  in  t h i s  
c a te g o ry ,  buck p a s s in g ,  was g iven by 12 in m a te s .  S t a f f  
p e r so n n e l ,  bound by r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  unable to  
respond to  inmates* needs.  Although th e  s t a f f  member
approached may want t o  respond ,  she i s  o b l ig e d  by p r i s o n
p o l i c y  to  r e f e r  t h e  inmate t o  a person  more q u a l i f i e d  to  
dea l  with  t h a t  problem, o th e r  t im es  she must d i r e c t  the  
inmate t o  t h e  person  w ith  a u t h o r i t y  t o  make t h e  d e c i s io n .  
Inmates* needs f o r  d e f i n i t e  answ ers ,  however, l e d  them to  
conc lude  t h a t  t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  were an o v e r t  d e s i r e  on the  
p a r t  of s t a f f  t o  w ithho ld  in fo rm a t io n ,  r a t h e r  than  a r e s u l t  
o f  a more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  system of  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n .
Within t h e  c a te g o ry  of co m p la in ts  ad d res sed  toward the 
c r im in a l  j u s t i c e  system t h e  most p r e v a l e n t  was in d e te rm in a te  
s e n te n c in g .  D esp i te  i t s  p o t e n t i a l  t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  e a r l i e r  
r e l e a s e  of in m a te s ,  f o r  14 inm ates  " t h i s  never  knowing
r e l e a s e  system" was d i f f i c u l t  t o  cope w ith .  In  the
s o c i o l o g i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  t h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  p r e d i c t  the  f u t u r e  
i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  as " i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  u n c e r t a i n t y . "  I t  i s  
t roublesom e t o  inm ates  because ,  as Galtung p o i n t s  o u t ,  i t  
"may very well be an a d d i t i o n a l  punishment s in c e  p r i s o n e r s  
a r e  u s u a l ly  preoccupied  with th e  one c e r t a i n  *yes* or *no* 
they  could  use as  a b a s i s  f o r  o r i e n t a t i o n  in  p r i so n  l i f e "  
(Galtung, 1961:113) .
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In  t h e  two l a s t  c a t e g o r i e s ,  th e  m a jo r i ty  of th e  
r e sp o n se s ,  e i g h t  of 11, concerned co m p la in ts  a t t a c k i n g  the  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e i r  f e l low  in m a te s .  Again, inm ates  pose 
p o s s i b l e  t h r e a t s  to  th e  w e l l -b e in g  o f  o th e r  inm ates .  The 
re sp o n se ,  " f i g h t i n g  among in m a te s , "  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  l a t e n t  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  p h y s i c a l  abuse by o th e r  in m a te s .  "L iv ing  
with uneducated p e o p l e , "  moreover, makes a s t a t e m e n t  of how 
inm ates  may s u f f e r  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  abuse.  Some inm ates  
b e l ie v e  t h a t  they a r e  l i v i n g  with  f e l lo w  inm ates  i n f e r i o r  t o  
them — a t  l e a s t  on an i n t e l l e c t u a l  l e v e l .  For them, l i v i n g  
with uneducated people  e x p l i c i t l y  means being dep r ived  o f  
th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  converse  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  with members o f  
t h e i r  own group.
ATTITUDES TOWARD DEVELOPING CLOSE FRIENDSHIPS IN PRISON
The p rev io u s  two s e c t i o n s  sugges t  th e  p rev a le n c e  o f  
non-harmonious r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among inm a te s .  This  phenomenon 
i s  n o t  t y p i c a l  o f  Korydullo  nor  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  only of  
female c u s t o d i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  bu t  i s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a l l  pena l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Giallombardo d i s c u s s e s  th e  o r i g i n  o f  s t r a i n e d  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among inm a tes :
. . . t h e  s t r a i n  invo lved  in  be ing  fo rced  company of 
o th e r s  who a r e  b e l ie v e d  to  be u n t ru s tw o r th y  and 
cap ab le  of p re d a to ry  t a c t i c s .  There i s  a widely 
he ld  b e l i e f  t h a t  women s t a n d  ready to  take  
advantage  of one a n o t h e r ,  and one must remain 
a l e r t  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l l i t y  and must t a k e  the  
n ec e s s a ry  p r e c a u t io n .  In  a d d i t i o n  th e r e  i s  enough 
d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  among t h e  inm ates  so t h a t  some 
women e x p e r ien ce  i n s e c u r i t y  i n  a d j u s t i n g  t o  l i v i n g  
in  t h e  company of o t h e r s  whom they  co n s id e r  
s o c i a l l y  i n f e r i o r .  Repuls ion  a t  having to  l i v e
R eproduced  with perm ission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
133
w ith  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  un t idy  in  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  h a b i t s  
(1965:100).
Although r e l a t i o n s  among in m a te s  does n o t  f o s t e r  th e  
emergence o f  a common g o a l ,  t h e i r  o p p o s i t io n  t o  one a n o th e r  
appears  to  be weaker th an  t h e i r  common o p p o s i t io n  t o  p r i s o n  
o f f i c i a l d o m  and s o c i e t y .  D e s p i te  t h i s  l a c k  o f  t r u s t  o r  
u n i f i c a t i o n ,  i f  inm ates  a re  to  s u r v i v e ,  t o  "do easy t i m e , "  
they  must l e a rn  t o  l i v e  i n  r e l a t i v e  harmony which th e y  
ach ieve  by adher ing  t o  an in fo rm a l  inmate code b u i l t  up from 
many y e a r s  of t r a d i t i o n  t r a n s m i t t e d  from one inmate  
p o p u la t io n  to  the  o t h e r .  This  in fo rm a l  code e x p l i c i t l y  
d i c t a t e s  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  b eh a v io r  of th e  inmate in  her 
r e l a t i o n s  with f e l lo w  inmates  and c u s to d ia n s .
P r i s o n  o b se rv e rs  have c o n s i s t e n t l y  r e p o r t e d  th e  
p e r v a s iv e n e s s  o f  th e  inmate v a lu e  sys tem. Sykes and
Messinger c l a s s i f y  th e  normative maxims of  th e  inmate code
in  f i v e  major c a t e g o r i e s :  "(1) Do not  i n t e r f e r e  with  inmate
i n t e r e s t s ;  (2) r e f r a i n  from q u a r r e l i n g  or a rgu ing  with
fe l lo w  in m a te s ;  (3) do no t  t a k e  advan tage  of one ano ther  by 
means o f  f o r c e ,  f r a u d ,  o r  c h i c a n e ry ;  (4) do n o t  weaken — 
be a b l e  t o  t a k e  i t  and to  m a in ta in  your i n t e g r i t y  i n  th e  
face  o f  p r i v a t i o n ;  and (5) do n o t  be a sucker"  (1960 :6 -9 ) .
These maxims se rv e  as  g e n e r a l  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  normal 
beh av io r  i n  th e  p r i s o n .  S ince  each  of  t h e s e  g e n e ra l  r u l e s  
has i t s  c o u n t e r p a r t ,  e . g . ,  s q u e a l e r ,  r a c k e t e e r ,  weakling ,  
inm a te s  must be on c o n s ta n t  g u a rd .  Thus, t o  p r o t e c t
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them selves  inm ates  must r e f r a i n  from r e v e a l i n g  too  much 
abou t  th em se lv es ,  s in c e  t h e r e  i s  always t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  
t h e i r  f e l lo w  inm a te s  might misuse t h a t  i n f o rm a t i o n .  That 
t h i s  i s  i n  f a c t  t r u e  i s  e v id e n t  i n  th e  h e s i t a n c y  o f  inm ates  
to  form c lo s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i th  fe l low  p r i s o n e r s -  When 
asked e i t h e r  t o  d i s a g re e  o r  ag ree  w i th  t h e  fo l lo w in g  
s t a t e m e n t :  "You can t r u s t  and have c lo s e  f r i e n d s h i p s  with
fe l lo w  in m a te s , "  52 ou t  of 70 women d i s a g re e d .  F u r the rm ore ,  
when s p e c i f i c a l l y  asked to  d i s c l o s e  how many c l o s e  
g i r l f r i e n d s  th e y  had,  t h e  m a j o r i t y ,  40 women, c laimed th e y  
had no c l o s e  f r i e n d s .  (See Table 24)
Table  23: Number o f  Close G i r l f r i e n d s  by E t h n i c i t y
Number o f  Close 




t h r e e
fo u r
f i v e
s i x






E t h n i c i t y

















From among th e  30 women who had e s t a b l i s h e d  c l o s e  
f r i e n d s h i p s  t h e  norm was to  l i m i t  them t o  one o r  two 
f r i e n d s .  Only 11 women had t h r e e  o r  more c l o s e  f r i e n d s .  As 
Table 23 shows th o s e  who had many f r i e n d s  were th e  f o r e ig n  
women, while  a l l  t h e  Greek g y p s ie s  c la im ed to  have no
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f r i e n d s .  In fo rm a t io n  reg a rd in g  c r o s s - c u l t u r e  f r i e n d s  was 
a l s o  sough t .  Table 23 does no t  c l a s s i f y  them a c c o rd in g ly  
because c o n s i s t e n t l y  Greeks s e l e c t e d  o th e r  Greeks as  t h e i r  
f r i e n d s ,  and f o r e ig n  women only e s t a b l i s h e d  f r i e n d s h i p s  with 
o th e r  f o r e i g n e r s .  This  tendency does not i n d i c a t e  d i s s e n t  
between t h e  two c u l t u r a l  g roups .  R a th e r ,  i t  r e f l e c t s  the  
degree t o  which language can a c t  as a b a r r i e r  t o  the 
fo rm ation  of  c l o s e  f r i e n d s h i p  t i e s .  Another f a c t o r  p o s s ib ly  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  i s  t h e  law of  p ro x im i ty .  I t  was p r i so n  
p o l icy  t o  house a l l  f o r e i g n  women on th e  same f l o o r ,  thus  
b r in g in g  f o r e i g n e r s  i n t o  c o n s ta n t  c o n t a c t  w ith  one ano ther  
and i s o l a t i n g  them from th e  Greeks and th e re b y  enhancing the 
p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  they  would s e l e c t  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  from t h e i r  
own group. However, i t  i s  most s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  a number of 
t h e s e  f r i e n d s h i p  t i e s  had been e s t a b l i s h e d  p r i o r  to  
i n c a r c e r a t i o n .  Three dyads had been p r e v io u s ly  formed, and 
in  f a c t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  of  t h e s e  dyads p a r t i c i p a t e d ,  were 
apprehended, and t r i e d  as  c o - p r i n c i p a l s .
I t  i s  t h i s  w r i t e r ’ s  view t h a t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  c lo s e  
f r i e n d s h i p s  even under s t r a i n e d  c o n d i t i o n s  seems to  be a 
u n i v e r s a l  phenomenon. People  a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  drawn to one 
a n o th e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when th e  number of p o s s i b i l i t i e s  are 
p l e n t i f u l .  Yet f o r t y  women f r e e l y  r e f r a i n e d  from developing  
such t i e s .  As t h i s  seemed c o n t r a r y  t o  human n a t u r e ,  t h e s e  
women were asked why they  had n o t  formed any c lo s e  
f r i e n d s h i p s .  Their  r e sp o n se s  r e v e a l  th e  e x t e n t  t o  which 
such f r i e n d s h i p s  a re  dangerous to  p e a c e fu l  c o - e x i s t e n c e .
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They a l s o  concur w ith  some of the  maxims d e l i n e a t e d  by Sykes 
and Messinger  as  w el l  a s  th e  s e n t im e n ts  ex p re s sed  in th e  
quote adapted  from Gial lombardo*s S oc ie ty  of Women,
Table 24: Why No Close F r ie n d s
Reason Number
on good te rm s with a l l  of  t h e m /e a s i e r  t h a t  way 16
No such th i n g  as  f r i e n d s  in  p r i s o n /d a n g e ro u s  13
They a r e  n o t  my ty p e  4
Avoid t r o u b l e s  and arguments t h i s  way 3
Hind my own b u s in e s s  2
Too soon to  develop c l o s e  f r e n d s  1
S o c ia l  workers t o l d  me t o  r e f r a i n  from making 
f r i e n d s  1
T o ta l  40
The c o n g ru i ty  between Gial lombardo*s argument and the  
above re sp o n ses  i s  obvious .  G ial lombardo*s s t a t e m e n t ,  
"There i s  a widely h e ld  b e l i e f  t h a t  women s t a n d  ready to  
tak e  a d v a n t a g e . . . "  (100:1964) i s  e q u iv a le n t  t o  "There i s  no 
such th in g  as  f r i e n d s  in  p r i s o n . "  Her id eas  o f  
d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  among inm ates ,  and the  s o c i a l  s t igm a which 
may accompany i t ,  emerges as  " th e y  a r e  no t  my t y p e . "  The 
r e sp o n se s  which p a r a l l e l  Sykes and M essingers  o b s e rv a t io n s  
a r e  "a v o id  arguments and t r o u b l e  t h i s  way," on good terms 
with a l l  o f  them,"  and "mind my own b u s in e s s . "
The s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e s e  re sp o n se s  i s  tw o - fo ld .  
F i r s t ,  th e y  r e i n f o r c e  pas t  o b s e rv a t io n s  made here  r e g a rd in g  
th e  e x i s t e n c e  and adherence t o  an in fo rm a l  y e t  a l l  p e rv as iv e
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inmate value system . Second, th e y  r e v e a l  t h e  degree to  
which c lo s e  f r i e n d s h i p s  may have d e v a s t a t i n g  e f f e c t s ;  th e  
m a jo r i ty  view seems to  be t h a t  th e  b e s t  way t o  do "easy  
time" i s  to  e s t a b l i s h  and m a in ta in  good r e l a t i o n s  with a l l  
th e  women. To co n f id e  i n  any one woman means th e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of doing hard  time s in c e  she could  use t h a t  
in fo rm a t io n  a g a i n s t  you a t  any t im e .
The r e l u c t a n c e  by inmates  t o  form c l o s e  f r i e n d s h i p s  was 
ana lyzed  above p r im a r i l y  from t h e  p o in t  of view t h a t  such 
f r i e n d s h i p s  have n e g a t iv e  consequences as r eg a rd s  a p e a c e fu l  
c o - e x i s t e n c e .  That  Greek in m a te s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  r e f r a i n e d  
from e s t a b l i s h i n g  c l o s e  f r i e n d s h i p  t i e s ,  however, might a l s o  
be r e l a t e d  t o  Greek c u l t u r e .
There i s  a phenomenon in  Greek s o c i e t y  which a r i s e s  out 
of t h e  co m p e t i t io n  between f a m i l i e s  t o  enhance t h e i r  
svmferonda ( s e l f - i n t e r e s t s ) , and hence, m ain ta in  pfailotimo 
(h o n o r ) . Since f a m i l i e s  may compete fo r  the  same 
s e l f - i n t e r e s t  not  a l l  of  them can r e a l i z e  t h e i r  g o a l s .  This  
r e s u l t s  i n  m i s t r u s t  and th e  d e s i r e  t o  c a t c h  the  com pe t i to r  
in  th e  wrong. In  f a c t  the  u l t i m a t e  goal  i s  t o  i n h i b i t  th e  
c o m p e t i t o r ’ s a t t a i n m e n t  of  honor .  This l e a d s  members of 
s p e c i f i c  f a m i l i e s  t o  t r u s t  o n ly  each o t h e r  " . . . s i m p l y  
because i t  i s  r ecogn ized  t h a t  complete s e c u r i t y  does not 
e x i s t  o u t s i d e  th e  fam ily"  (Boulay,  1976:398) .  This ,  in  
a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  o th e r  f a m i l i e s  search  fo r  
in fo rm a t io n  which may damage a f a m i l y ’s  honor ,  m o t iva tes
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p a re n t s  t o  t r a i n  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  e a r l y  in  t h e  " a r t ” of 
m a in ta in in g  fam ily  s e c r e t s ,  even with r eg a rd  to  d a i l y  
a c t i v i t i e s  (See Boulay, 1976 f o r  a complete d i s c u s s io n  of 
t h i s  t o p i c ) . By c l o s e l y  guarding  fam ily  s e c r e t s  or 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  a fam ily  av o id s  being  laughed a t  (yel ^o) , s i n c e  
th e  community a t  anytime could  use t h i s  i n fo rm a t io n  to
damage the  f a m i l y ’s honor.
I f  t h i s  p ro ces s  i s  a p p l i e d  t o  th e  women in  t h e  p r i s o n ,  
i t  becomes e v id e n t  why Greek more than  f o r e ig n  women chose 
n o t  t o  co n f id e  and no t  t o  form c l o s e  f r i e n d s h i p s  with  o th e r  
women. Reared to  d i s t r u s t ,  in  v a ry in g  d e g re e s ,  p e rso n s  
o u t s id e  t h e i r  n u c le a r  f a m i l i e s ,  th e  Greek p r i s o n e r  was
unable  t o  overcome t h i s  e a r l i e r  t r a i n i n g .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  they
were a l s o  w el l  aware of  t h e  r e p e r c u s s s i o n s  o f  e n t r u s t i n g  
non-fam ily  members with such  in fo rm a t io n :
Confid ing  i n  f r i e n d s  i s  an even more dangerous
p ro cess  th a n  c o n f id in g  in  r e l a t i v e s ,  because  the  
extreme f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  ty p e  of  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
makes i t  l i k e l y  t h a t  th e  f r i e n d s h i p  w i l l  sooner  or 
l a t e r  s u f f e r  a s e tb a c k  or come t o  an end, and when 
t h i s  happens th e  s e c r e t s  e n t r u s t e d  t o  e i t h e r  p a r ty  
when t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  good a r e  a l l  r e v e a l e d ,  
with a good d ea l  o f  ex a g g e ra t io n  and a c c u s a t i o n ,  
t o  an i n t e r e s t e d  community (Boulay, 1976:398).
Thus, Greek p r i s o n e r s  r e f r a i n e d  from e s t a b l i s h i n g  c l o s e  
f r i e n d s h i p s  i n  the  p r i s o n ,  f o r  t h e  same reasons  t h a t  th e s e  
r e l a t i o n s  were avoided in  t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h a t  
i s ,  f r i e n d s h i p s  a r e  ten u o u s  and upon t h e i r  t e r m i n a t i o n  the  
conf idence  e n t r u s t e d  might be b e t r a y e d .  When t h a t  happens 
one i s  made t h e  y e l i g, t h e  mocked one o f  t h e  community, be
R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
139
i t  a  v i l l a g e  or a p r i s o n  community.
CONCLUSION
This  c h a p te r  focused  on inm ate  a t t i t u d e s  and b e l i e f s  
r eg a rd in g  a wide v a r i e t y  o f  a s p e c t s  of  confinement which 
were e v a lu a t e d  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  the views o f  s o c i a l  
s c i e n t i s t s ,  t h e  g e n e ra l  p u b l i c  and t h e  p r i s o n  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  The f i r s t  a s p e c t  o f  conf inement addressed  
was th e  work programs. I t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h e  m a jo r i ty  
of women p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  one of  t h e  seven programs,  but t h a t  
a s i z a b l e  p r o p o r t io n  had never  worked or e l s e  had q u i t .  
When t h e  l a t t e r  were asked why they  chose  not  to  
p a r t i c i p a t e ,  over  50 per  ce n t  a t t r i b u t e d  t h e i r  i d l e n e s s  to  
i l l n e s s .  Among th o s e  who were working,  " to  reduce  sen ten ce"  
was t h e  re sp o n se  most o f te n  c i t e d .  This r e a s o n  to g e th e r  
w i th ,  " h e lp s  th e  t im e go by f a s t e r , "  comprised approx im ate ly  
90 per  c e n t  of th e  inmate r e s p o n s e s  i n  t h i s  c a te g o ry .  The 
high p ro p o r t io n  o f  inm ates  who gave th e  above two answers ,  
sugges ted  t h a t  inm ates  worked because o f  t h e  u t i l i t a r i a n  
b e n e f i t s  d e r iv e d  from the  work programs, r a t h e r  than the  
more p o p u la r  view, shared  a l s o  by a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a t  
Korydullo  and s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s ,  t h a t  work has th e  p o t e n t i a l  
t o  reform th e  inmate»
The second e lem en t  of p r i s o n  l i f e  exp lo red  had t o  do 
with whether confinement r e h a b i l i t a t e d  and p re p a re d  inmates 
f o r  t h e i r  r e - t u r n  t o  s o c i e t y .  The view among th e  m a jo r i ty
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of p r i s o n e r s  was t h a t  confinement d id  not a d e q u a te ly  p rep a re  
them f o r  r e - e n t r y  i n t o  th e  l a r g e r  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  Apart 
from th e  primary r e a s o n ,  «'lack o f  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  programs/do 
n o th in g  f o r  you h e r e , "  a s i z a b l e  number o f  inm a te s  a l lu d e d  
to  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  c o n ta c t  with  o th e r  in m a te s ,  more 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  with t h e  more c r im i n a l  t y p e s ,  means t h a t  th e  
nov ice  l e a v e s  p r i s o n  as an e x p e r t  in  th e  ways of crime 
r a t h e r  than  as a reformed c r im i n a l .  The remaining  
r e s p o n s e s ,  such as "bad company," suggested  t h a t  th e  n a t u r e  
of t h e  p r i so n  e x p e r i e n c e  impeded normal r e - e n t r y .  For 
example p r i s o n  l i f e ,  being  such a bad e x p e r i e n c e ,  d e s t r o y s  
w hatever  c h a r a c t e r  inm ates  had p r i o r  t o  i n c a r c e r a t i o n .  In  
d i r e c t  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e s e  women, who b e l ie v e d  t h a t  n o th in g  
good could  emerge from such a n e g a t iv e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  were th e  
in m a te s  who i n t e r p r e t e d  t h i s  n e g a t iv e  e x p e r ien ce  in  a 
p o s i t i v e  way. For them, t h e  u n p le a s a n tn e s s  o f  conf inement 
was i n c e n t i v e  enough t o  p r e p a r e  them f o r  th e  t r a n s i t i o n .  
While t h i s  was th e  predominant answer among th o s e  who s t a t e d  
t h a t  p r i s o n  does ad e q u a te ly  p r e p a re  in m a te s ,  o t h e r  f r e q u e n t  
re sp o n se s  re ad :  " p r e p a re s  n e c e s s a ry  papers"  and " t o  be more
c a r e f u l , "  so as n o t  to  ge t  in v o lv e d  in  cr ime ag a in .  The 
former was of some i n t e r e s t  s i n c e  th e  im pl ied  a t t i t u d e  was, 
"what e l s e  can they  do f o r  u s?"  and t h u s ,  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  
degree t o  which inm a te s  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  they  a r e  n o t  in  need 
of  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .
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Hhen inmates  were asked who o r  what i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
t h e i r  being i n  p r i s o n  ( the cause  of t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  
o f f e n s e ) ,  on ly  13 w i l l i n g l y  ac c e p te d  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
t h e i r  o f f e n s e .  The g r e a t  m a jo r i ty  of in m a te s  po in ted  t o  a 
wide v a r i e t y  of f a c t o r s ,  bad l u c k ,  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  k^kee 
o j a  (bad t im ing  o f  e v e n t s ) , f a m i ly ,  f r i e n d s ,  in fo rm er  and so 
on. From among t h e s e  t h e  t h r e e  most f r e q u e n t  answers were: 
" s o c i e t y / s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s , "  " f r i e n d s h i p s , "  and "pe rsons  who 
brought  c h a r g e s / i n f o r m e r . "  Refe rence  to  t h e s e  f a c t o r s ,  on 
th e  one hand, r e v e a l e d  how and why inm ates  he ld  o t h e r  
f a c t o r s  a c c o u n ta b le .  At th e  same t ime they  were s i g n i f i c a n t
i ,
! in  t h a t  th ey  r e f l e c t e d  th e  g e n e ra l  s e n t im e n t  among inm ates
i
I t h a t  th ey  were n o t  c r i m i n a l s  by cho ice  but r a t h e r  because
i t h e i r  l i v e s  were so o rd e re d ,  t h a t  th e y  r e a l l y  had no
a l t e r n a t i v e .
F o u r th ,  inm ates  were asked whether ad ju s tm en t  to  p r i s o n  
was easy .  All  o f  th e  in m a te s ,  excep t  two, were of  the  
op in io n  t h a t  ad ju s tm en t  was d i f f i c u l t .  Almost 50 per c e n t
of t h e  inmates  who found ad ju s tm e n t  d i f f i c u l t  did so because  
of t h e  s e p a r a t io n  from home and fam ily  l i f e .  Moreover, t h i s  
a long w ith  t h e  t h r e e  nex t  f r e q u e n t  re sponses  
" f e l l o w - in m a te s , "  " d a i l y  fo rc e d  r o u t in e "  and " la ck  o f  
p r iv a c y "  — dem onstra ted  th e  e x t e n t  t o  which the  n a tu re  o f  
th e  p r i so n  ex p e r ie n c e  i t s e l f ,  w i thou t  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  being
meant t o ,  a c t u a l l y  c o n t r ib u t e d  t o  a d i f f i c u l t  a d ju s tm e n t .  
In m a te s ’ d i s c o n t e n t  was f u r t h e r  r e v e a le d  in  t h e i r  r e sp o n se s  
t o :  "What i s  t h e  most annoying t h in g  ab o u t  doing t im e?"
f :
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T h e ir  r e sp o n se s  were c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  four  major d i v i s i o n s :  
com pla in ts  a g a i n s t  the  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  system, s t a f f  
p e r so n n e l ,  f e l lo w  inm ates  and o t h e r .  O v e ra l l  t h e  l a r g e s t  
number of  co m p la in ts  were a g a i n s t  th e  s t a f f  personne l  and 
w i th in  t h i s  d i v i s i o n  the  most f r e q u e n t  s p e c i f i c  annoyance 
was "buck p a s s in g  — not be ing  able  t o  g e t  a s t r a i g h t  
answ er ."  Fur the rm ore ,  t h e s e  r e sp o n se s  r e f l e c t e d  th e  
d ive rgence  between th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  inm ates  and th e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of th e  s t a f f .  For example, a number of  
inm ates  r e s e n t e d  t h e  c e n s o r s h ip  of l e t t e r s ,  packages as w e l l  
as t h e  m on i to r ing  o f  a l l  t e l e p h o n e  c a l l s  and v i s i t a t i o n s .  
For them t h i s  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  annoying s in c e  i t  s t i f l e d  
n a t u r a l  communications,  y e t  p r i s o n  p e rso n n e l  ware r e q u i r e d  
to  t a k e  such p r o t e c t i v e  measures .
Among a l l  inmate co m p la in t s ,  " i n d e te r m in a te  
s e n t e n c in g , "  o r  in m a te s ’ i n a b i l i t y  t o  p r e d i c t  p r e c i s e l y  
t h e i r  r e l e a s e  d a t e  was th e  most o f t e n  noted  com pla in t ,  and 
as  such,  f e l l  i n  th e  c a te g o ry  of  co m p la in ts  d i r e c t e d  toward 
t h e  c r im in a l  j u s t i c e  system. Each of  t h e  remaining two 
major d i v i s i o n s  had few r e s p o n d e n ts ,  ye t  among com pla in ts  
about  f e l lo w - in m a te s ,  "hav ing  t o  l i v e  with uneducated 
p e o p le , "  was t h e  most f r e q u e n t  answer.  In the  l a s t  
d i v i s i o n ,  th e  predominant g e n e ra l  c o m p la in t ,  was " p r i s o n  
c lo s u re "  — having t o  cope with th e  immediate and obvious 
l o s s  of  freedom.
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F i n a l l y ,  th e  a n a l y s i s  examined t h e  degree to  which 
p r i s o n e r s  t r u s t  f e l l o w  inm a tes .  I t  was dem onstra ted  t h a t  
inm ates  — p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  Greek inm ates  — were r e l u c t a n t  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  c l o s e  f r i e n d s h i p s .  While inm ates  b e l i e v e d  in  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  f r i e n d l y ,  y e t  d i s t a n t  r e l a t i o n s  with  a l l  the  
women, th e y  r e f r a i n e d  from deve lop ing  c l o s e  f r i e n d s h i p  t i e s  
p r im a r i l y  because such t i e s  were p o t e n t i a l l y  dangerous .




The two p reced ing  c h a p t e r s  focused  on th e  inmate  
p o pu la t ion  a t  Korydullo .  They p re s e n te d  p e r t i n e n t  
background in fo rm a t io n  and d e a l t  with th e  b e l i e f s  and 
a t t i t u d e s  held  by inm ates  r e g a rd in g  a wide v a r i e t y  of 
t o p i c s .  Thus, the  r e a d e r  became a c q u a in te d ,  in  a number of 
ways, with th e  women co n f in e d  a t  Korydullo .  However, in  
view of  th e  f a c t  t h a t  inm a tes  do not  i n h a b i t  t h e  p r i s o n  
a lo n e ,  t h a t  s t a f f  a re  an im p o r ta n t  e lem ent  in  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  
t h i s  c h a p te r  p r e s e n t s  t h e  background c h a r a c t e r t i c s  of  s t a f f  
employees. I t  c l a s s i f i e s  s t a f f  ac co rd in g  t o  p o s i t i o n ,  
p ro v id e s  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  on age ,  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  
a t t a i n m e n t ,  l e n g th  of p r i s o n  s e r v i c e ,  and primary reason fo r  
s e l e c t i n g  p r i s o n  employment. In t u r n ,  most of t h e s e  
v a r i a b l e s  a r e  ana lyzed  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  e f f e c t  th e y  have on 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between s t a f f  and inm a te s .  The c h a p te r  ends 
by p r e s e n t in g  s t a f f  p e r c e p t io n s  of th e  jo b  as  a s s e s s e d  by 
what they p e r c e iv e  t o  be t h e  most im p o r ta n t  s t a f f  problem, 
i n i t i a t i v e  on th e  job and whether they  l i k e  t h e i r  job.
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STAFF POSITIONS
In a d d i t i o n  t o  s p e c i f y in g  th e  r i g h t s  of  in m a te s ,  
v i s i t a t i o n  p rocedu res  and r e g u l a t i o n s ,  purpose of  work 
programs, t h e  S o f r o n i s t i k o s  Kodlx (p r iso n  handbook) a l s o  
c l a s s i f i e s  s t a f f  p o s i t i o n s  i n  f i v e  major  c a t e g o r i e s ;  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  r e h a b i l i t a t i v e ,  t e c h n i c a l ,  m ed ica l ,  and 
c u s t o d i a l .  This  system b reaks  down a l l  p e r so n n e l  w i th in  
d i v i s i o n ,  fo l low ed  by a somewhat d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  
d u t i e s ;  (1) a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  — the  d i r e c t o r ,  a s s i s t a n t  
d i r e c t o r ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s e c r e t a r y ,  a c c o u n ta n t ,  bookkeeper,  
and those  a s s ig n e d  to  a s s i s t  them; (2) r e h a b i l i t a t i v e  — 
th e  p r i e s t ,  s o c i a l  w orkers ,  and t e a c h e r s  (gym, music and 
grammar); (3) t e c h n i c a l  — fa rm ers  and work s p e c i a l i s t  o r
s u p e r v i s o r s ;  (4) medical  — d o c to r ,  d e n t i s t ,  p h a rm a c is t ,  
and n u r s e s ;  and (5) c u s t o d i a l  — h ead g u ard s ,  t h e i r  
a s s i s t a n t s  and p r i s o n  guards .  All  Greek p r i s o n s  use t h i s  
formal c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  system a s  t h e i r  model.
Table 25 shows how t h i s  s tudy  c l a s s i f i e s  a l l  s t a f f  
pe rsonne l  i n t e rv i e w e d  a t  Korydullo .
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Table 25: C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  S t a f f  P e rsonne l
P o s i t i o n
A d m in is t r a t iv e
d i r e c t o r
a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c t o r
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s e c r e t a r y
acco u n ta n t
bookkeeper
S u b to ta l
P r o f e s s i o n a l
d o c to r
n u r se s
s o c i a l  workers 
S u b to ta l
C u s to d ia l
headguards 
a s s i s t a n t s  
c u s t o d i a l  guards  
work s u p e r v i s o r s  
doorman 
S u b to ta l












T h is  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  d i f f e r s  from th e  system o u t l i n e d  in  
t h e  Kodix f o r  a number o f  reasons* F i r s t ,  because th e  Kodix 
i s  des igned  to  be used by a l l  Greek p r i s o n s ,  both  male and 
fem ale ,  open or c l o s e d ,  maximum and minimum s e c u r i t y ,  i t  
encompasses a more comprehensive l i s t i n g  o f  job p o s i t i o n s  
than a c t u a l l y  e x i s t s .  Thus, jo b s  a r e  l i s t e d  which while 
a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  c e r t a i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  to  
Korydullo .  One such c a te g o ry  i s  f a rm e rs ;  while  f a rm ers  a re  
of c r u c i a l  im portance  t o  open p r i s o n s  (work farms) they are  
u n s u i t a b l e  f o r  c lo se d  p r i s o n s  such a s  Korydullo .  The Ko di x
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s p e c i f i e s  c e r t a i n  p o s i t i o n s ,  e . g . ,  gym and music t e a c h e r s ,  
which, a l th o u g h  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  a r e  n o n - e x i s t e n t .  The main 
reason ,  however,  f o r  th e  incongruency o f  t h e  two sys tem s ,  in  
p a r t i c u l a r  th e  r e d u c t io n  o f  t h e  f i v e  c a t e g o r i e s  i n t o  t h r e e ,  
stems from t h i s  w r i t e r ’ s o b s e r v a t io n s  d u r in g  th e  cou rse  of  
t h i s  s tu d y .  The r e h a b i l i t a t i v e  c a te g o ry  i s  e l im in a t e d ,  and 
p o s i t i o n s  r ega rded  as r e fo rm e rs  in  th e  Kodix  a r e  h e r e in  
co n s id e red  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  g iven t h a t  t e a c h e r s ,  p r i e s t  and 
s o c i a l  workers d id  not  a c t u a l l y  perform r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  
S o c ia l  w orkers ,  a l th o u g h  h i r e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  t h i s  
purpose ,  a c t u a l l y  had th e  fo l lo w in g  d u t i e s ;  (1) c o l l e c t i n g  
and m a in ta in in g  b io g ra p h ie s  on a l l  in m a te s ;  (2) a c t i n g  as 
o f f i c i a l  l i a s i o n  between inm a te s  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ;  (3) 
w r i t i n g  p r o g re s s  r e p o r t s ;  and (4) p e r i o d i c a l l y  a d v i s in g  
inm ates  on p e r so n a l  or  p r i s o n  co n ce rn s .
These a c t i v i t i e s  o f  s o c i a l  workers might i n  some 
r e s p e c t s  be co n s id e re d  r e h a b i l i t a t i v e ,  s i n c e  th ey  a re  
n ec e s s a ry  f o r  the  f i r s t  s t a g e  o f  e f f e c t i v e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  
programs. S o c ia l  workers a t  K orydul lo ,  however, merely 
c o l l e c t  and t r a n s m i t  in fo rm a t io n  with no r e a l  i n t e n t  o th e r  
than  t o  meet r e q u i r e m e n ts .  As p r e v io u s ly  documented t h i s  
in fo rm a t io n  was n o t  used t o  implement o r  develop new 
r e h a b i l i t a t i v e  programs nor  t o  improve e x i s t i n g  programs; 
no such programs e x i s t e d .  Thus, merely c o l l e c t i n g  d a ta  did 
n o t  w ar ra n t  c l a s s i f y i n g  s o c i a l  workers a s  r e h a b i l i t a t i v e  
s t a f f ,  a l th o u g h  t h e i r  s p e c i a l i z e d  t r a i n i n g  d id  q u a l i f y  them 
as  p r o f e s s i o n a l .
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i Like t h e  s o c i a l  workers ,  t h e  grammar t e a c h e r  and th e
p r i e s t  d id  n o t  pu rpose ly  a t te m p t  t o  reform th e  p r i s o n e r s .  
They c a r r i e d  ou t  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  r o l e s  i n  a t r a d i t i o n a l  
way; th e  p r i e s t  provided  i n t e r e s t e d  inm ates  t h e  o p p o r tu n i ty  
t o  co n t in u e  p r a c t i c i n g  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n ,  while  th e  t e a c h e r  
i n s t r u c t e d  inm a tes  in  b a s ic  r e a d in g  and w r i t i n g  s k i l l s .  
These people  do n o t  appear  in  t h i s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  system; 
they  were no t  approached f o r  i n t e r v i e w s  a s  th e y  a re  not 
t e c h n i c a l l y  c o n s id e r e d  p r i s o n  employees.  R a th e r ,  they a re  
p u b l i c  employees who a r e ,  on th e  one hand,  a s s ig n ed  to  
Korydullo  by t h e  E as te rn  Orthodox Archdiocese and on th e  
o th e r  hand, by th e  M in is t ry  of Educa t ion .  In  f a c t ,  they  owe 
a l l e g i a n c e  t o  and a r e  paid by t h e s e  d epa r tm en ts  r a t h e r  than  
th e  Department o f  J u s t i c e .  Second, th e y  do no t  v i s i t  the  
p r i so n  d a i l y ,  th e y  had minimal c o n t a c t  w i th  p r i s o n e r s  and 
o f t e n  with only  a s e l e c t  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  in m a te s .
The r a t i o n a l e  under ly ing  th e  r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  work 
s u p e r v i s o r s  as  c u s t o d i a l  r a t h e r  than  t e c h n i c a l  s t a f f  i s  
m u l t i f a c e t e d .  O f f i c i a l  t i t l e  i s  o f  p r im ary  importance i n  
t h i s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  Work s u p e r v i s o r s ,  l i k e  p r i s o n  g u ard s ,  
a r e  o f f i c i a l l y  r ega rded  as a p lo s  p h i l a k a s (p r i s o n  o f f i c e r )  
and a c t  a c c o r d in g ly .  That i s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  equipping  
women with th e  n ecessa ry  work s k i l l ,  they  a r e  r e q u i r e d  to  
m a in ta in  i n t e r n a l  peace .  The im por tance  o f  t h i s  l a t t e r  
f u n c t io n  becomes obvious only when one i s  aware t h a t  work 
s u p e rv i s o r s  a r e  t h e  on ly  symbols o f  a u t h o r i t y  in  t h e i r
! r e s p e c t i v e  work u n i t s .  F u r the rm ore ,  both s u p e rv i s o r s  a re
I ;
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cons idered  c u s t o d i a l  r a t h e r  than  t e c h n i c a l  s t a f f  employees 
because o f  the  l a c k  of  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  
p o s i t i o n s .  Both were h i r e d  no t  because  th e y  had p r e v io u s  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g ,  but because th e y  req u es ted  t h e s e  
p o s i t i o n s .
F i n a l l y ,  while t h e  Kod i x i n c l u d e s  w i th in  th e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c a te g o ry  lower eche lon  p e r s o n n e l ,  t h a t  i s ,  
th o se  a s s ig n e d  to  work i n  th e  gpammat e i a  ( a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
o f f i c e ) ,  t h e  l o g e s t e r e i c  (bookkeeping o f f i c e ) , and th e  
di a x e s t e r e i o  (accounting  o f f i c e ) , t h i s  c l a s s i f y i n g  system 
does n o t .  The e leven  employees who could be reg a rd ed  as  
such a r e  here  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  c u s t o d i a l  s t a f f .  one 
I j u s t i f i c a t i o n  fo r  t h i s  r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t ,  l i k e  work
I s u p e r v i s o r s ,  th e  Kodix o f f i c i a l l y  d e s i g n a t e s  them as a p l o s
p h i l a k a s  (p r ison  g u a r d ) . Once ag a in ,  t h i s
c r o s s - c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  r e s u l t s  from t h e i r  dua l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  In th e  p rocess  o f  c a r r y i n g  ou t  c l e r i c a l  
d u t i e s ,  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  u n l ik e  t h e i r  s u p e r i o r s ,  a l s o  
perform c u s t o d i a l  d u t i e s  such as  e s c o r t i n g  p r i s o n e r s  t o  and 
from t h e  i n n e r  to  t h e  o u t e r  p r i s o n .  This  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  i s  
f u r t h e r  j u s t i f i e d  on th e  b a s i s  t h a t  t h e s e  11 employees have 
more in  common with t h e  rem ain ing  c u s t o d i a l  s t a f f  ( in n e r  
p r iso n  guards)  than  with  t h e i r  s u p e r i o r s .  For example, th e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p e r s o n n e l  a r e  exempt from n ig h t  p a t r o l ,  
r e q u i r e d  o f  a l l  c u s t o d i a l  s t a f f  whether  th ey  a re  l o c a t e d  i n  
Î t h e  i n n e r  o r  o u t e r  s e c t i o n  of th e  p r i s o n .  Morever t h e i r
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a c co u n ta n t ,  bookkeeper and a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c t o r )  i f  
d i s s a t i s f i e d  with t h e i r  performance may a t  any t ime r e a s s ig n  
t h e s e  o u te r  p r i s o n  guards to  t h e  i n n e r  p r i s o n .  F i n a l l y ,  
t h e i r  pay, b e n e f i t s ,  rank and p r e s t i g e  a re  commensurate with  
t h a t  of  the  c u s t o d i a l  r a t h e r  th an  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a f f .
AGE DISTRIBUTION QF STAFF PERSONNEL
The ages of t h e  s t a f f  p e r so n n e l  a t  t h e  t im e of t h i s  
s tudy  ranged from 25 t o  61. The mean age was 36.2 and the  
median was 31 .8 .  Given th e s e  two measures i t  can be s a id  
t h a t  t h e  s t a f f  p o p u la t io n  was r e l a t i v e l y  young.
Table 26: C u r ren t  Age D i s t r i b u t i o n  of  S t a f f  Employees
Age Number P e rcen t
25-29 18 37.5
3— 34 9 18.9
35-39 6 12.6
40-44 5 10.5
45-49 1 2. 1
50-54 4 8 .4
55-59 4 8.4
60-64 1 2. 1
T o ta l 48 100.0
In  a d d i t i o n  to  be in g  young, th e  s t a f f  was a lm os t  a l l  female .
Except fo r  th e  d i r e c t o r  and th e  doorman a l l  o f  th e  employees
were fem ale .  This  was d e l i b e r a t e .  In  Greece men a re
i n e l i g i b l e  to  work in  female  p r i s o n s  and women a r e
i n e l i g i b l e  to  work i n  male p r i s o n s .  Even though th e
d i r e c t o r ’ s p o s i t i o n  was exempt from t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n ,  i t  was
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not w i thou t  s t i p u l a t i o n s .  Because he was a male i n  a female 
c u s t o d i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  he had t o  obey c e r t a i n  r e g u l a t i o n s  
no t  r e q u i r e d  of fem ale  employees. For example, t o  p r o t e c t
h im s e l f  from f a l s e  a c c u s a t io n s  o f  sexua l  o v e r t u r e s  and to  
a s su re  inm ates  t h a t  such o v e r t u r e s  would n o t  o c c u r ,  a l l  
meetings between d i r e c t o r  and inmate had t o  be conducted  in  
t h e  p resence  o f  a t h i r d  person .
Male doormen were p e rm i t te d  because  t h e i r  d u t i e s  seldom 
i f  ev e r  co inc ided  w ith  th e  a c t i v i t é s  of th e  in m a te s .  Posted  
a t  t h e  o u t e r  g a te  (which i s  l o c a t e d  in  th e  p r iso n )  t o  s c reen  
v i s i t o r s  and to  r e c o rd  th e  names, t im e of  e n t r y  and 
d e p a r tu re  as  w el l  a s  purpose f o r  t h e  v i s i t ,  t h e i r  c o n ta c t
with inm ates  was a t  most minimal. F u r the rm ore ,  th e s e  
p o s i t i o n s  were u s u a l ly  f i l l e d  by o l d e r  male gua rds  who no 
lo n g e r  had th e  s tam in a  needed t o  work i n ,  o r  who were
s e r i o u s l y  i n ju r e d  while  employed i n  a male p e n i t e n t i a r y .  
These p r e c a u t io n s  were taken  to  e l i m i n a t e  any l a t e n t  sex u a l  
t e m p ta t io n s  of  e i t h e r  p r i s o n e r s  or doormen.
Thus, u n l ik e  American female p r i s o n s ,  which engage both 
males and females  as  c u s t o d i a l  guards  (Ward and Kassebaum, 
1967; and G ia l lcm bardo ,  1966),  Korydullo  b a r s  men from such 
p o s i t i o n s .  This  p o l i c y  su g g e s ts  t h e  more s t r i n g e n t  s e x u a l
code o f  Greek as  opposed to  American s o c i e t y .  Moreover, i t  
r e f l e c t s  one way t h a t  Greek s o c i e t y ,  by denying inmates  
c o n t a c t  with men, o v e r t l y  a t te m p ts  t o  p r e s e rv e  th e  q u a l i t i e s  
i t  a p p r e c i a t e s  i n  women, a s  d i s c u s s e d  above,  p a r t i c u l a r l y
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modesty, v i r g i n i t y  and p a s s i v i t y ,  s t a t e d  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  th e  
women’ s ph l lo t im o  (honor) i s  b e t t e r  sa fe g u a rd ed  as c o n t a c t  
with men i s  minimized.
MARITAL STATUS OF ST^F  PERSONNEL
The m a j o r i t y ,  t h a t  i s  33, of  the 48 s t a f f  employees 
were m a r r ied ,  14 were s i n g l e  and one was widowed. Even 
though th e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  unusua l ,  t h e y  
do bear  some s i g n i f i c a n c e  in  te rm s  of t h e  e f f e c t  o f  p r i s o n  
s e r v i c e  on th e  p e rso n a l  l i v e s  of  i t s  employees.
Table 27; M a r i t a l  S ta tu s  o f  S t a f f  P e rso n n e l
S ta tu s  Number
s i n g l e  14
married 33
widowed 1
T o ta l  48
Somewhat r e l a t e d  to  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  o f  s t a f f  i s  t h e  
l o c a t i o n  o f  Korydullo .  Unlike most l a r g e - s c a l e  American 
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  Korydullo i s  not l o c a te d  in  some obscure  
p lace .  I t  i s  c o n v e n ie n t ly  lo c a t e d  in th e  c e n t e r  o f  th e  c i t y  
f o r  which i t  i s  named and which i s  midway between two of  
G reece’ s l a r g e s t  m e t ro p o l i t a n  c i t i e s ,  Athens and P i r a e u s .  
Because of  i t s  l o c a t i o n  and e x c e l l e n t  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  
Korydullo i s  e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  n o t  only f o r  members o f  t h e  
immediate community bu t  a l s o  f o r  i n h a b i t a n t s  of  th e  g r e a t e r
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Athens and P i ra e u s  a r e a s .  Because o f  t h i s  Korydullo  i s  not  
burdened with th e  u sua l  problems t h a t  l a r g e - s c a l e  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  e n c o u n te r ,  such as  Alderson in  th e  United 
S t a t e s  which " . . . l i e s  on a h i l l t o p  i n  t h e  shadow of the  
f o o t h i l l s  of  t h e  A l le g h e n ie s ,  about h a l f  way between 
C in c in n a t i  and Washington D.C. I t  i s  s e t  in  a r u r a l  farming 
reg ion  remote from community and i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a s "  
(Giallombardo, 1966:21) .  Giallorobardo says t h a t  because  of 
A lderson’ s  i s o l a t i o n  from p o p u la ted  a r e a s ,  employees are  
fo rced  to  r e s i d e  on th e  p rem ises .  K orydul lo ,  however, not 
i s o l a t e d  from community and i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a s ,  does not  need 
to  p rov ide  i t s  employees with  l i v e - i n - q u a r t e r s .  The f a c t  
t h a t  employees need no t  r e s i d e  on t h e  p rem ises  bu t  may 
commute t o  work in  i t s e l f  a f f e c t s  t h e i r  l i v e s .  I t  en a b le s  
employees,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  to  s e p a r a t e  t h e i r  
work from t h e i r  p r i v a t e  l i v e s .  Marr ied  employees need not 
draw t h e i r  husbands and c h i ld r e n  i n t o  t h e  p r iso n  world ,  and 
s i n g l e  employees a r e  not  i s o l a t e d  from t h e i r  f r i e n d s ,  
f a m i l i e s  and s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  Except f o r  n i g h t  p a t r o l ,  
employees a t  Korydullo  a re  a b le  t o  l i v e  a p r i v a t e  l i f e  
l a r g e l y  d i s s o c i a t e d  from th e  job .
Absence of  r e s i d e n t i a l  q u a r t e r s  a l s o  has major 
consequences f o r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  F i r s t ,  the  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  does n o t  have t o  f in a n c e  o r  contend with 
problems such a s  inadequa te  o r  i n s u f f i c i e n t  hous ing ,  
c o n f l i c t s  r e s u l t i n g  from such p rox im ity  t o  f e l lo w  w orkers ,  
h a rd sh ip s  due t o  i s o l a t i o n  from the  l a r g e r  community.
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Because o f  th e  above and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l l  p r i s o n  p o s i t i o n s  
a r e  f e d e r a l  and t h e r e f o r e  s e c u re ,  Korydullo  seldom has 
d i f f i c u l t y  a t t r a c t i n g  p o t e n t i a l  employees.  In  f a c t ,  l e n g t h  
of  s e r v i c e  in  th e  f o r c e  i s  one i n d i c a t i o n  of  the  
p s y c h o lo g ic a l  and economic s e c u r i t y  p r i s o n  employment 
p ro v id es  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a f f  p o p u la t io n .
lEgGTH OF PEISOJg SERVICE
K orydu l lo ,  c o n s t ru c te d  o n ly  f i v e  y e a r s  ago,  i s  a new 
c u s t o d i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .  P r i o r  t o  Korydullo  p r i s o n e r s  were 
housed a t  Averof which then was th e  only  p r i s o n  in  Greece 
f o r  women o f f e n d e r s .  Inm ates  and s t a f f  a l i k e  were r e l o c a t e d  
upon com plet ion  of  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and Averof was perm anently  
c lo s e d .  R a ther  than  p r e s e n t  em ployees’ l e n g t h  of s e r v i c e  a t  
Korydullo  o n ly .  Table 28 a l s o  in c lu d e s  p r i s o n  s e r v i c e  a t  
Averof.  This  i s  done f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s .  As r e l o c a t i o n  
d id  no t  i n t e r r u p t  employment, i t  i s  t h e  b e s t  i n d i c a t o r  o f
t h e  a c t u a l  number o f  y e a r s  se rved  i n  a women’ s  p e n i t e n t i a r y .
Also ,  th e  com posi t ion  of  s t a f f  dur ing  r e l o c a t i o n  remained 
r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e .  That i s ,  none of  t h e  employees was
d ism issed ;  i n  f a c t  th e  s t a f f  p o p u la t io n  a t  t h a t  t im e
i n c r e a s e d .
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Table 28; Length of P r i s o n  Serv ice
Number o f  Years  i n  t h e  Force Number
l e s s  than  one year  1
between 1 and 3 y ea rs  11
between 4 and 5 yea rs  13
between 6 and 10 y ea rs  9
between 11 and 15 y ea rs  3
between 16 and 20 y e a r s  3
between 21 and 25 y ea rs  —
between 26 and 30 y e a r s  7
over 30 y e a r s  1
T o ta l  48
As Table  28 shows th e  le n g th  o f  p r i s o n  s e r v i c e  f o r  the  
c u r r e n t  s t a f f  ranged from l e s s  than  one y ea r  to  30 or more 
y ea rs  o f  s e r v i c e .  The 25 employees with  l e s s  than s i x  y ea rs  
of  s e r v i c e  had jo in e d  and se rved  only  a t  K orydul lo ,  whereas ,  
t h e  rem ain ing  23 were employees who co n t in u ed  to  se rve  the  
f o r c e  a f t e r  Averof was c l o s e d .  As can be ex p ec ted ,  s i x  o f  
th e  e i g h t  employees with t h e  most e x p e r i e n c e ,  25 y ea rs  o r  
more, have worked up t o  key p o s i t i o n s ,  e . g . ,  d i r e c t o r ,  
headguards (2) and t h e i r  a s s i s t a n t s  (3 ) .  The remaining two 
employees in  t h i s  age ca te g o ry  were p r i s o n  guards .  I t  i s  
i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  th e  a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c t o r  and the  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s e c r e t a r y ,  d e s p i t e  h o ld in g  two o f  th e  most 
powerful  p o s i t i o n s ,  had l i m i t e d  p r i s o n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  f i v e  and 
four  y e a r s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  More ex p e r ien ce d  employees were 
no t  promoted i n t o  t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s  because they  lacked  th e  
n ec e s s a ry  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  e . g . ,  u n i v e r s i t y  d eg ree .  
T h e re fo re ,  when th e s e  v a c an c ie s  o c c u r re d ,  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n
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r e c r u i t e d  from without  the  p r iso n  w a l l s .  F i n a l l y ,  i t  should  
be mentioned t h a t  even though th e  d i r e c t o r  had 35 y ea rs  of  
e x p e r i e n c e ,  only  t h r e e  o f  th o s e  y e a r s  were in  a female  
i n s t i t u t i o n ,  a t t r i b u t a b l e  to  a p r i s o n  r e g u l a t i o n  which 
r o t a t e s  d i r e c t o r s  of p r i s o n s  every  fo u r  y e a r s .
The employment r e c o rd  o f  t h e  s t a f f  pe rso n n e l  a t  
Korydullo  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  employees 
a re  s a t i s f i e d  with  p r i s o n  employment o r  a t  l e a s t  not 
s u f f i c i e n t l y  d i s s a t i s f i e d  to  o b ta in  work e lsew here .
REASONS FOR SELECTING PRISON EMPLOYMENT
The most f r e q u e n t  re sponse  f o r  choos ing  th e  S e rv ice  was 
" to  supplement fam i ly  income."  o f  th e  21 employees who gave 
t h i s  answer 17 were m arr ied  and fo u r  were s i n g l e  (See Table 
29) . That more th an  h a l f  of th e  33 m arr ied  s t a f f  p e r so n n e l  
c i t e d  t h i s  as th e  pr im ary  reason  i s  n o t  unusua l .  Asking th e  
same q u e s t io n ,  Gial lcmbardo a l s o  found income a primary  
c o n s id e r a t i o n  fo r  m arr ied  p e r s o n n e l .  She e x p l a in s  t h i s  by 
s t a t i n g :  " . . . m a r r i e d  o f f i c e r s  have been drawn to  p r i s o n
work mainly because t h e i r  husbands have been unable  to  
p rov ide  f o r  them e co n o m ica l ly ;  they  want t o  a s s i s t  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  in  o b t a in in g  a c o l l e g e  e d u c a t io n  or t o  p rov ide  
t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  w ith  a m e n i t i e s  t h e y  o th e rw ise  could not 
a f f o r d "  (Gial lom bardo,  1966 :34-35) .  Korydullo  i n t e rv i e w s  
r e v e a le d  t h a t  t h e  g e n e ra l  s t a t e m e n t ,  " to  supplement fam i ly  
income," had th e  same meaning f o r  marr ied employees a t
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Korydullo as  i t  had f o r  the  inm ates  in  G ia l lom bardo’ s s tudy .
Table 29; Main Reason f o r  Going I n t o  P r i s o n  Work
By M a r i t a l  S t a tu s
Reason
Sing le
supplement fam ily  income 4
lack  of  o th e r  job 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  2
good r e t i r e m e n t  p lan
t o  h e lp  people
good s a l a r y
work e s p e c i a l l y  
c h a l l e n g i n g / i n t e r e s t i n g  3
f e d e r a l  p o s i t i o n /
secu re  1
as s ig n ed  t h e r e  2
needed job 2
husband worked in  p r i s o n  —
T o ta l s  14























"To supplement fam ily  income" was a l s o  t h e  most f r e q u en t  
response  o f  s i n g l e  employees f o r  e n t e r i n g  p r i s o n  S e rv ice .  
The l o g i c  o f  t h i s  answer was e v i d e n t  when c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s  
were c o n s id e re d .  As p r e v io u s ly  documented th e  fam ily ,  in  
a d d i t i o n  to  being one of  G reece’s  s t r o n g e s t  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  i s  
an economic e n t e r p r i s e  i n  i t s  own r i g h t .  This  c u l t u r a l  
folkway d i c t a t e s  t h a t  a l l  members, o f f s p r i n g  in c lu d e d ,  work 
t o g e t h e r ,  whether on t h e i r  land  o r  i n  p r i v a t e  or  p u b l ic
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i n d u s t r y ,  t o  r a i s e  th e  f a m i l y ’ s s ta n d a rd  o f  l i v i n g .
The p re v a le n c e  of members of  f a m i l i e s  poo l ing  t h e i r  
incomes was a l s o  a p p a re n t  d u r in g  th e  d r a f t i n g  of th e  
in t e rv i e w  sc h e d u le  used in  t h i s  s tudy -  A f te r  examining th e  
sc h ed u le ,  Mrs. Dimaki, p r o f e s s o r  of  s o c io lo g y  a t  the  
U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Athens, s a id  t h a t  merely ask ing  re sp o n d en ts  to  
d iv u lg e  p a r e n t a l  income would no t  g ive  an a c c u r a t e  account 
of t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  f a m i ly ’s  t o t a l  income. She s a id  a more 
a c c u r a t e  i n d i c a t i o n  was a c o m p i la t io n  o f  t h e  incomes of each 
c o n t r i b u t i n g  fam ily  member. Furtherm ore ,  as  P ro f e s s o r
Dimaki p o in te d  ou t  and as Campbell and S h e r ra rd  (1968)
documented, t h e  f a m i l y ’s t o t a l  incomes o f t e n  a f f e c t s  i t  
honor.  T h i s ,  t h e n ,  h e lp s  t o  e x p la in  why s i n g l e  employees 
gave t h i s  a s  a  primary reason  f o r  going i n t o  th e  S e rv ic e .  
S t a f f  employees were asked t o  d iv u lg e  t h e i r  f a m i l y ’ s t o t a l  
income, ye t  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e s  were too  ambiguous to  ga in  
r e l i a b l e  f i g u r e s .
Of th e  rem ain ing  c a t e g o r i e s ,  none can be s in g l e d  ou t  as 
having a s i z a b l e  number o f  r e s p o n d e n ts .  Yet an o v e r a l l  
t r e n d  e x i s t s .  An assessm ent  o f  t h e s e  r e s p o n s e s  r e v e a l s  t h a t  
employees d id  not s e l e c t  p r i s o n  work f o r  hum an i ta r ian  
reaso n s  " to  he lp  people" o r  because  th e  "work was e s p e c i a l l y  
c h a l l e n g i n g . "  B a th e r ,  th e y  sough t  p r i s o n  employment f o r  
p e r s o n a l ,  u t i l i t a r i a n  r e a s o n s ,  s e c u r i t y  of a f e d e r a l  jo b ,
good r e t i r e m e n t  p la n ,  good s a l a r y ,  or  need of a jo b .
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EDUCATIONAL LEVEL OF STAFF EMPLOYEES
O v era l l  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l  o f  s t a f f  employees a t  
Korydullo was m odera te ly  h ig h .  Of t h e  48 employees only
n ine  were a t  t h e  lower e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l .  The remaining  39 
were e i t h e r  a t  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  o r  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  l e v e l ,  
and even w i th in  t h e s e  l e v e l s  employees tended to  be a t  the  
h ighe r  ■ end o f  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  For example, of th e  29 
employees a t  t h e  i n t e r m e d ia t e  l e v e l  only s i x  had a t ten d e d  
l e s s  than  n in e  y ea rs  of  s c h o o l in g  whereas 23 p o sse sse d  a 
h igh  school  d ip lom a.  S i m i l a r i l y ,  o f  th e  10 employees a t  the  
h ig h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l  t h r e e  had l e s s  than  a c o l le g e  
degree while seven had g radua ted  from an a c c r e d i t e d  c o l l e g e  
(see  Table 30 ) .  I f  th e  f i g u r e s  in  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  are 
r e c a l l e d  t h i s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s t a f f  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l  i s  
h ig h e r  than  f o r  Greek fem ales  in  th e  g e n e ra l  p o p u la t io n .
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Table 30; E d u ca t io n a l  l e v e l  o f  S t a f f  Employees
E d uca t iona l  A tta inm ent  Number
Lower l e v e l
completed g rade  schoo l  8
l e s s  than  com ple t ion  o f  J u n io r  High 1
I n te r m e d ia te  l e v e l
between 9-11 y e a r s  o f  sch o o l in g  6
high school  g ra d u a te s  23
Higher Level
some c o l l e g e  3
c o l l e g e  g r a d u a te s  7
T o ta l  48
As might be expec ted ,  t h e  h ig h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l  
comprised h ig h e t  eche lon  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  pe rso n n e l  and 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  whereas t h e  low er  and i n t e r m e d i a t e  l e v e l s  
were p r i m a r i l y  composed of  c u s t o d i a l  s t a f f .  This  p a t t e r n  
e x i s t e d  because  o f  a p r i so n  p o l i c y  r e q u i r i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  
and top  eche lon  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  to  p o s se s s  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
c o l l e g e  d eg ree s  i n  o rd e r  to  q u a l i f y  f o r  t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s .  
C u s to d ia l  s t a f f  p o s i t i o n s ,  on t h e  o th e r  hand, u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  
only  r e q u i r e d  a grade schoo l  diploma; now high schoo l  
g rad u a t io n  i s  r e q u i r e d .
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RPF EflPlOYEE RELATIONSHIPS
I t  i s  i r o n i c  here  a s  i n  many o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  th e  
employees w ith  the  l e a s t  amount o f  e d u c a t io n  or  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
t r a i n i n g ,  t h e  c u s t o d i a l  s t a f f ,  have t h e  most c o n ta c t  with 
p r i s o n e r s .  The p r i s o n e r s  n o t i c e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t r a i n i n g  
and m o t iv a t io n  which have im p o r ta n t  consequences in 
r e l a t i o n s  between p r i s o n  o f f i c e r s  and inm ates .  One such 
consequence i s  t h a t  p r i s o n e r s  tend  to  d i s t r u s t  members of 
th e  c u s t o d i a l  s t a f f  more than e i t h e r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  or 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f -  The argument i s  n o t  t h a t  p r i s o n e r s  
un ifo rm ly  t r u s t  on ly  members o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  or 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a f f s  and d i s t r u s t  c u s t o d i a l  employees;  on 
th e  whole they  d i s t r u s t  a l l  . p r i s o n  employees. o f  70 
in m a te s ,  53 endorsed  t h e  fo l low ing  s t a t e m n t ;  " I f  you r e v e a l  
to o  much abou t  y o u r s e l f  t o  any s t a f f  member th e  in fo rm a t io n  
w i l l  p robab ly  be used a g a i n s t  you ."  R a th e r ,  t h e  argument i s  
t h a t  am ids t  t h i s  g e n e ra l  d i s t r u s t  t h e r e  i s  a more pronounced 
d i s t r u s t  a g a i n s t  c u s t o d i a l  employees.  This  i s  sugges ted  in  
t h e  a n a l y s i s  of th e  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  fo l lo w in g  c o n t r iv e d  
s i t u a t i o n ;  "Suppose you had been f e e l i n g  sad f o r  s e v e r a l  
days and a r e  very  u p s e t  abou t  a p e r s o n a l  problem. Who would 
you t a l k  t o ? "  This q u e s t io n  was s p e c i f i c a l l y  des igned  to  
e l i c i t  which s t a f f  member inmates  would t u r n  t o  when u p s e t .  
Of th e  inmate  p o p u la t io n  47.1 per  c e n t  e x p l i c i t l y  s t a t e d  
t h a t  under  no c i rcu m s tan ce  would they  co n f id e  in  a s t a f f  
employee.
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Of th e  37 p r i s o n e r s  w i l l i n g  t o  t a l k  about  t h e i r
p e r s o n a l  problems t o  s t a f f  members, th e  m a jo r i ty  s e l e c t e d  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  or  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  employees a s  c o n f i d a n t e s .  
Only fo u r  inmates  s a i d  t h a t  they  would speak to  members of  
the  c u s t o d i a l  s t a f f ,  and then  always a headguard r a t h e r  than  
a p r i s o n  guard .
Table 31: To Whom Inm ates  Talk When Dpset
S t a f f  Employees Humber
d i r e c t o r  19
s o c i a l  worker 8
headguard 4
p h y s ic ia n  3
none of  t h e  employees 33
T o ta l  70
S e l e c t i o n  o f  h ig h e r  echelon  s t a f f  employees as 
c o n f id a n te s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  p r i s o n e r s  t r u s t  those  employees 
with whom th e y  have t h e  l e a s t  c o n t a c t .  In p a r t ,  t h i s  
r e s u l t s  from th e  inmates* p e r c e p t io n  of  th e  p r i so n  guard .  
Aware of  t h e i r  l a c k  of  e d u c a t i o n a l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  
t r a i n i n g ,  p r i s o n e r s  a u to m a t i c a l ly  assume t h a t  p r i so n  guards  
a re  in c a p a b l e  of  h e lp in g .  On th e  o t h e r  hand, t h i s  seemingly 
pronounced d i s t r u s t  of p r i s o n  guards  may stem from th e  c lo s e  
working r e l a t i o n s h i p s  demanded of  t h e  two groups. Inmates  
dea l  on r e g u l a r  bases  with  p r iso n  guards  more than  with  any 
o th e r  p r i s o n  employee- While t h i s  may b u i ld  s t r o n g e r  t i e s  
between t h e s e  two g ro u p s ,  a t  th e  same t im e i t  a l low s  ample
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o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  the  emergence o f  d i s p u t e s .  In  s h o r t ,  
p r i s o n e r s  q u e s t io n  th e  s i n c e r i t y  o f  th e  p r i s o n  o f fc e r s*
I
behav ior  because  th e y  have been w i tn e s s ,  o r  s u b je c t e d ,  to
I
I t h e  o f f i c e r s *  m a l ice .  A f i n a l  e x p la n a t io n  f o r  inmate
1 s e l e c t i o n  of  h ig h e r  eche lon  s t a f f  may be a m a t te r  o f  power.
r
; Even i f  p r i s o n  guards  a r e  g enu ine ly  i n t e r e s t e d  in  h e lp ing
; in m a te s ,  o f t e n  t im e s  they  must d e f e r  t o  s t a f f  employees
!
I v e s ted  with  th e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  make th e  d e c i s i o n .  Well aware
j. of  t h i s  pecking o r d e r ,  inmates  go d i r e c t l y  t o  h ig h e r  s t a f f
I
I to  o b ta in  an immediate s o l u t i o n  to  t h e i r  problems.
i '
I The p r i s o n e r s *  s k e p t ic i sm  about c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s
i with p r i s o n  o f f i c e r s  i s  c o n t r a r y  to  th e  s t a f f ’s  p e rce p t io n
j of  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  In  g e n e r a l ,  s t a f f  employees regarded
[■
I p r i s o n  o f f i c e r  and inmate  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  more f a v o ra b ly .
According t o  s t a f f  o p in io n ,  of  a l l  p o s s i b l e  types  of
inm ate— s t a f f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  t h e  one which appeared  to  be
th e  most c o n g e n ia l  was t h a t  o f  th e  inmate  and p r i so n
o f f i c e r .  The b a s i s  f o r  t h i s  b e l i e f  was the  immediate and 
c o n t i n u a l  c o n t a c t  between p r i s o n e r s  and c u s t o d i a l  guards .
I S t a f f  employees b e l ie v e d  t h a t  th rough  t h i s  presumed
I r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h e  o f f i c e r  p o s i t i v e l y  i n f l u e n c e s  inmate
a t t i t u d e s ,  which then  f u r t h e r s  inmate reform. The s t a f f  
I f u r t h e r  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  t h e  p r i so n  o f f i c e r ’ s  f u n c t io n  i s  more
Î than  guard ian  of  i n t e r n a l  o r d e r ,  as  shown in  th e  fo l low ing
t a b l e :
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Table 32: S t a f f s ’ View of P r i s o n  Guards’ P rim ary  Funct ion
Function Number
r e h a b i l i t a t e  25
ac t  as  r o l e  model 13
d i s c u s s  in m a te ’ s problems 5
form c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  with inm ates  4 
guard only 1
T o ta l  48
A m a jo r i t y  of  those  q u e s t io n e d ,  25 o u t  o f  48 s t a t e d  
t h a t  th e  primary  f u n c t i o n  of  p r i s o n  guards  i s  t o  
r e h a b i l i t a t e ,  which s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
inmate and o f f i c e r  i s  harmonious and n o n c o n f l i c t i v e .  
I n t e r e s t i n g l y  t h e  remaining r e s p o n s e s  i n  t h i s  c a te g o ry  "form 
c lo s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w ith  in m a te s , "  " d i s c u s s  i n m a te ' s  
problems,"  and e s p e c i a l l y ,  " a c t  a s  r o l e  model,"  a c t u a l l y  
d e s c r ib e  how o f f i c e r s  a r e  t o  b r in g  about  th e  r e fo rm a t io n  of  
inm ates .
Responses to  t h e  q u e s t io n :  " In  your o p in io n ,  which
s t a f f  member c o n t r i b u t e s  most t o  inmate  reform" f u r t h e r  
s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  high r e g a rd  employees have fo r  th e  
i n m a t e - o f f i c e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  As Table 33 r e v e a l s  the  p r i s o n  
o f f i c e r  was s e l e c t e d  more o f t e n  th a n  any o th e r  employee a s  
t h e  person c o n t r i b u t i n g  most to  inmate reform. That a lm ost  
50 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  s t a f f  employees a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  to  p r i s o n  
o f f i c e r s  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e i r  i d e a l i z e d  concep t ion  of 
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  they  b e l ie v e  e x i s t s  between o f f i c e r s  and
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inm ates .  On t h e  o th e r  hand, i t  f u r t h e r  co n f i rm s  t h a t  p r i s o n  
o f f i c e r s  a r e  n o t  merely g u a rd ia n s  o f  o rd e r  b u t  a re  t o  be 
re fo rm ers  a s  w e l l .
Table 33s S t a f f  Member who C o n t r ib u t e s  Most to
I n m a te s ' s  Reform
S t a f f  Member Number
pr ison  guards  21
d i r e c t o r  16
s o c i a l  workers 5
person o th e r  th a n  p r i s o n  employee 5
p r i e s t  1
T o ta l  48
The d i r e c t o r  was t h e  second cho ice  o f  th e  employees.  
As a p r imary  c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  in m a te ’ s reform th e  choice of  
d i r e c t o r ,  u n l i k e  p r iso n  o f f i c e r s ,  was not  based  on amount of 
c o n ta c t  w ith  p r i s o n e r s .  R a th e r ,  the  r a t i o n a l e  behind t h i s  
d e c i s io n ,  on t h e  p a r t  of  employees,  was o b s e r v a t io n  of the  
e x c e p t io n a l  working r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h e  d i r e c t o r  had 
e s t a b l i s h e d  with  p r i s o n e r s .
Over t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  s t a f f  employees observ ing  
and comparing tho  c u r r e n t  d i r e c t o r  with the  p a s t  d i r e c t o r  
n o t ic e d  a s t r i k i n g  d i f f e r e n c e  between the  two men. Unlike 
t h e  former d i r e c t o r ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  d i r e c t o r ’ s p h i lo sophy ,  a 
n o n - a u t h o r i t a r i a n  way of  govern ing ,  ga ined  t h e  r e s p e c t  and 
confidence  o f  th e  in m a te s .  This  d i r e c t o r  had dem onstra ted  
h i s  concern  i n  a n o n - a u t h o r i t a r i a n  manner by (1) h i s  
s u c c e s s fu l  endorsement o f  th e  su n -b a th in g  i s s u e ;  (2)
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i n n o v a t io n s  which a l l e v i a t e d  th e  boredom of  p r i s o n  l i f e ,  
e . g . ,  he in t ro d u c e d  f e s t i v e  food ,  beer  and dancing f o r  the  
E a s te r  and Chris tmas h o l i d a y s ;  (3) h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  to  
submit an in m a te ’s r e q u e s t  f o r  ha r$e  (p a rd o n ) ; (4)
a v a i l a b l i l i t y  t o  inm ates  f o r  p e r so n a l  and p r i s o n  concerns ;
(5) f r e q u e n t  v i s i t s  with inm ates  in  t h e  i n n e r  p r i s o n ;  and
(6) r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  t im e ,  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  s p e c i a l  
r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s  as w e l l  as c o n c e r t s  put  on by l o c a l  
e n t e r t a i n e r s .  Even though some of the  employees c r i t i c i z e d  
th e  d i r e c t o r ' s  manner of  governing as  to o  l e n i e n t ,  they  
acknowledged t h a t  t h i s  ty p e  o f  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a 
s p e c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between inmate and d i r e c t o r .
PERCEPTIONS OF THE JOB
The f i n a l  s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r  e x p l o r e s  s t a f f  
employees '  p e rc e p t io n s  of  t h e i r  jo b s  in  rhe  fo l lo w in g  a r e a s ;  
(1) t h e  most im p o r tan t  s t a f f  problem; (2) i n i t i a t i v e  on th e  
job ;  and (3) s t a f f  members' l i k i n g  o f  t h e i r  jo b .  An 
a n a l y s i s  o f  th e s e  a r e a s ,  p r e s e n t s  a c l e a r  p i c t u r e  of  some of 
th e  problems connected w ith  p r i s o n  employment and employees '  
f e e l i n g s  abou t  t h e i r  jo b .
In  o r d e r  to  focus on some of  th e  major a r e a s  of 
d i s c o n t e n t ,  employees a t  Korydullo  were asked ,  "In  your 
op in ion  what do you see  as  t h e  main problem f o r  t h e  s t a f f  in  
t h i s  p r i s o n ? "  As Table ‘34 shows, r e sp o n se s  t o  t h i s  q u e s t io n  
were a lm ost  as v a r ie d  as t h e  i n d i v i u a l s  com pris ing  the
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s t a f f .  Even though s t a f f  employees were d iv id e d  on what was 
t h e  most im p o r ta n t  problem f o r  s t a f f ,  an o v e r a l l  t r e n d  d id  
emerge. on t h e  whole, employee d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  was not 
a s s o c i a t e d  with t h e  inmate p o p u la t io n ,  e . g . ,  lack  o f  
co o p e ra t io n  o r  f e a r  o f  be ing  p h y s i c a l l y  a s s u a l t e d .  R a th e r ,  
t h e  focus  o f  t h e i r  c r i t i c i s m s  concerned t h e  n a tu r e  of  th e  
job  in  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  s t a f f  i t s e l f .  The fo l lo w in g  emerged 
a s  pr imary conce rns ;  s h o r t a g e  of s t a f f  (10) , .  c l o s e l y  
fo l low ed  by s t a f f  c o n f l i c t  o r  l a c k  o f  team work (9) , and 
n i g h t  p a t r o l  (8) (see  Table  34 ) .  T o g e th e r ,  t h e s e  t h r e e  
a r e a s  of  d i s c o n t e n t ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  s h o r ta g e  of s t a f f ,  were 
reg a rd ed  a s  th e  sou rce  o f  most of K o ry d o l lo ’ s o t h e r  
problems. For example, a c co rd in g  t o  s t a f f  o p in io n ,  s h o r t a g e  
o f  s t a f f  minimized the  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  implementing a 
f u l l - f l e d g e d  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  sys tem , in c r e a s e d  pe rso n n e l  work 
lo a d s  and n i g h t  p a t r o l ,  and crowded inm ates  i n t o  only  one o f  
t h e  p o s s i b l e  t h r e e  wings.
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Table 34: Host Im p o r tan t  S t a f f  Problem By P o s i t i o n
Problem S t a f f  P o s i t i o n
A d m in is t r a t iv e  P r o f e s s i o n a l  C u s to d ia l  T o ta l
s h o r ta g e  of s t a f f
overcrowding
b a d / i n s u f f i c i e n t
q u a r t e r s
s t a f f  c o n f l i c t /  
no team work
l o t  of hours  
i n s u f f i c i e n t /  
bad pay
n i g h t  p a t r o l
no d i r e c t i o n /  
o r i g i n a l i t y
f o re ig n  inm ates  
u n co o p e ra t iv e
f a v o r i t i s m
s o u l  d e s t ro y in g  
n a t u r e  o f  work
no c l a s s i f i c a t i o n























Few employees c i t e d  th e  l a c k  of  a m e n i t i e s ,  a l though  f i v e  
o f f i c e r s  c r i t i c i z e d  th e  q u a r t e r s .  I t  should  be c l a r i f i e d  
t h a t  a l l  f i v e  employees were c r i t i c i z i n g  s t a f f  r a t h e r  th an  
inmate q u a r t e r s :  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  com pla in t  ad d re s sed  was th e
la ck  of a p p r o p r i a t e  o v e rn ig h t  f a c i l i t i e s .  That a l l  f i v e  
employees v o ic in g  t h i s  com pla in t  were p r i s o n  o f f i c e r s  i s  
s i g n i f i c a n t ,  s i n c e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f  do
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not  s t a y  o v e rn ig h t  and t h e r e f o r e ,  may no t  be aware o f  the  
in a d eq u a te  o v e rn ig h t  q u a r t e r s .
fit t h i s  t im e ,  t h e  response  "bad pay" w i l l  be connected 
with  t h e  p r e v io u s ly  d is c u s se d  t o p i c  "pr im ary  reason f o r  
s e l e c t i n g  th e  S e r v ic e " .  The main reaso n  women chose to  
e n t e r  t h e  S e rv ic e  was t o  supplement fam ily  income. Since
only t h r e e  employees c i t e d  " i n s u f f i c i e n t / b a d  pay" as a
primary concern ,  p r i s o n  employment does appear  to  p rovide  
th e  economic s e c u r i t y  employees had sough t  by j o in i n g  the  
S e rv ic e .  In  a d d i t i o n  to  t h i s  d i r e c t  economic b e n e f i t ,
government p o s i t i o n s  a re  secu re  and t h e r e f o r e  such 
employment a l s o  p rov ided  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  s e c u r i t y .
The above d i s c u s s io n  focused on how th e  in a d e q u a c ie s  of 
a b u r e a u c r a t i c  system such as Korydullo  c r e a t e s  problems fo r  
s t a f f  employees. These problems l e a d  to  employee 
d i s c o n t e n t ,  y e t  th ey  do no t  in c lu d e  th e  l e s s  e x p l i c t  a s p e c t s  
of th e  job which might b r in g  abou t  s t a f f  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  
such a s  t h e  i n h e r e n t  a m b ig u i t i e s  t y p i c a l  of  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  
t h e  d u a l  and o f t e n  t im e s  d iv e rg in g  req u i rem e n ts  o f  th e  jo b ,  
which may be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s t a f f  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n .  
Employees a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  adhere  t o  t h e  complex system of 
formal r u l e s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  dev ised  t o  keep th e  system running 
smoothly, fit t h e  same t im e ,  they  a re  expected  to  use t h e i r  
i n i t i a t i v e  p o s i t i v e l y ,  to  i n c r e a s e  job performance and
e x p e d i te  t h e  reform p ro c e s s .
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TO a s s e s s  whether employees b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e i r  jobs  
r e q u i r e d  i n i t i a t i v e ,  in t e rv i e w e e s  were asked: " I f  someone
th in k in g  o f  j o in i n g  t h e  S e rv ice  asked you, would you say 
t h i s  was a job  in  which a woman would be expected  t o  use  a 
l o t  of i n i t i a t i v e ,  o r  one where t h e r e  a r e  always p l e n ty  of  
people ab o u t  to t e l l  you what t o  do?" Since i n i t i a t i v e  on 
th e  job  may be i n t e r p r e t e d  as a p o s i t i v e  o r  n e g a t iv e  
a t t r i b u t e ,  employees were asked t o  s t a t e  which was t r u e  fo r  
them.
As T ab le  35 shows while  th e  m a jo r i ty  f e l t  t h a t  t h e i r  
jobs r e q u i r e d  t h a t  i n i t i a t i v e  be e x e r c i s e d ,  10 f e l t  t h a t  
i n i t i a t i v e  was not  im p o r ta n t  i n  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .  Of t h e s e ,  
n ine were c u s t o d i a l  g u ard s .  As many a s  24 .3  per  c e n t  o f  th e  
c u s t o d i a l  s t a f f  gave t h i s  response  compared with  n ine  per 
cen t  o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f .  However, 
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  two groups becomes m eaningful  
only when unders tood  w i th in  th e  co n tex t  o f  whether
i n i t i a t i v e  was perce ived  as  a n e g a t iv e  o r  p o s i t i v e  f a c t o r .
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3Table 35: I n i t i a t i v e  on t h e  Job by P o s i t i o n
P o s i t io n
A d m in is t r a t iv e
d i r e c t o r
a s s i s t a n t
a d m is t r a t i v e
s e c r e t a r y
bookkeeper
accoun tan t
P r o f e s s io n a l
s o c i a l  workers
doc to r
n u rses
C u s to d ia l
headguards 
a s s i s t a n t s  
in n e r  guards  
o u te r  guards  
work s u p e r v i s o r s  
doormen
T o ta l






























Probing  r e v e a le d  w i th o u t  e x c e p t io n  t h a t  a l l  10 
employees s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  jobs r e q u i r e d  l i t t l e  i n i t i a t i v e  
i n t e r p r e t e d  i t  as a n e g a t i v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e i r  jo b .  
They r e s e n t e d  no t  be ing  a b le  to  e x e r c i s e  f r e e l y  t h e i r  own 
i n i t i a t i v e  w ithou t  f e a r  o f  reprimand by t h e i r  s u p e r i o r s .  
Converse ly ,  th e  38 r e sp o n d e n ts  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  jobs  
r e q u i r e d  a l o t  of i n i t i a t i v e  saw t h i s  as  a p o s i t i v e  a s p e c t  
of t h e i r  work. According to  them, i t  made t h e i r  work more
R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
172
c h a l le n g in g  and i n t e r e s t i n g ,  th u s  more f u l f i l l i n g .
In  summary, c u s t o d i a l  guards ,  more so th a n  o th e r  
employees,  no t  only s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  jo b s  r e q u i r e d  l i t t l e  
i n i t i a t i v e  bu t  a l s o  p o in te d  ou t  th e  n e g a t iv e  consequences of 
e x e r c i s i n g  i n i t i a t i v e .  Thus, i t  appears  t h a t  h ig h e r  echelon  
s t a f f  members ( a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  as  well  as 
headguards ,  t h e i r  a s s i s t a n t s  and s u p e rv i s o r s )  who had more 
o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  own i n i t i a t i v e  viewed 
i n i t i a t i v e  on th e  job more f av o rab ly .
The a b i l i t y  t o  p o in t  o u t  th e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  of a job does 
n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  d i s l i k e  t h e i r  work. 
And th e  r i g h t  t o  e x e r c i s e  i n i t i a t i v e  on th e  job  does no t  in  
t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean t h a t  workers en joy  t h e i r  
work. To a s s e s s  d i r e c t l y  whether employees a t  Korydullo  
r e a l l y  l i k e d  t h e i r  j o b s ,  t h e y  were asked o u t r i g h t :  "Do you
l i k e  your job?"  A m a jo r i ty  of  s t a f f  employees,  t h a t  i s ,  36 
responded a f f i r m a t i v e l y  o f t e n  q u a l i f y i n g  i t  with e i t h e r  
"very  much", or  " i f  I  d id  n o t  I  would have q u i t  long ago ."  
A ll  of t h e  twelve employees who d i s l i k e d  t h e i r  jobs  were 
p r iso n  o f f i c e r s  and of t h e  low es t  ran k .  Most employees, 
however, appeared  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  t h e i r  work.
C2NCLUSI0N
The s t a f f  a t  Korydullo  may be c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  mostly 
young, m arr ied  females  who had se rved  th e  Force f o r  more 
than  s ix  y e a r s .  Their  pr imary  reason  f o r  choosing  t o  go
R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
173
i n t o  t h e  S e rv ic e  was t o  supplement fam ily  income.
Although t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  background was 
adequa te  — th e  m a jo r i ty  had a t  l e a s t  a h igh s c h o o l  
diploma — th e  employees w i th  th e  l e a s t  amount o f  
e d u c a t i o n a l  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g ,  t h e  c u s t o d i a l  s t a f f ,  
had th e  most c o n t a c t  with p r i s o n e r s .  Th is  f a c t o r ,  a long  
with t h e  g u a r d ' s  m o t iv a t io n s  f o r  s e l e c t i n g  p r i s o n  employment 
had major consequences f o r  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  between p r i s o n  
guards  and o f f i c e r s .  One such consequence was th e  
p r i s o n e r s '  tendency to  d i s t r u s t  p r i s o n  guards  more th a n  
members of e i t h e r  th e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  or a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a f f s .  
C onverse ly ,  t h e  s t a f f  th em se lv es  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  of a l l  
p o s s i b l e  inmate  and s t a f f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  th e  most c o n g e n ia l  
was t h a t  o f  p r i so n  guards  and in m a te s .  T h is  was su gges ted
i n  t h e i r  r e sp o n se s  to  two q u e s t io n s ;  "What i s  t h e  pr im ary
f u n c t io n  o f  p r i so n  guards i n  t h i s  p r i s o n ? ; "  and " In  your 
o p in io n ,  which s t a f f  member c o n t r i b u t e s  most to  inm ate  
reform?"
F i n a l l y ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  employees
l i k e d  t h e i r  jo b ,  t h r e e  major a r e a s  of  d i s c o n t e n t  emerged. 
Employee d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  c e n te r e d  on s h o r t a g e  of s t a f f ,
s t a f f  c o n f l i c t s  o r  l a c k  of  team work and n i g h t  p a t r o l ,  which 
t o g e t h e r  were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  most o f  K o ry d u l lo ' s  o t h e r  
problems.
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CHAPTER VI
STAFF VERSUS INMATE ATTITUDES AND BELIEFS
INTRODUCTION
The l i t e r a t u r e  in c lu d e s  v a r io u s  s t u d i e s  of inm ate  
a t t i t u d e s  on p r i s o n  l i f e  and ,  s e p a r a t e l y ,  o f  p r i so n  s t a f f  
a t t i t u d e s  (Morris  and M orr i s ,  1963; G ia l lom bardo ,  1966;
Hard and Kassebaum, 1967). In  c o n t r a s t ,  t h i s  work compares 
t h e  a t t i t u d e s  of one group to  th o s e  of  t h e  o t h e r .  Thus, 
t h i s  c h a p te r  i s  com para t ive ,  p r e s e n t in g  and c o n t r a s t i n g  th e  
a t t i t u d e s  o f  s t a f f  employees with  th o s e  o f  inmates  r e g a rd in g  
a wide v a r i e t y  of a s p e c t s  o f  conf inem ent;  (1) th e  purpose 
of work, and why inm ates  work; (2) whether  confinement
reform s in m a te s ;  (3) t h e  most d i f f i c u l t  a s p e c t  o f
ad ju s tm en t  f o r  p r i s o n e r s ;  and (4) t h e  r e a s o n s  t h a t  women
commit c r im es  and a re  im pr isoned .  The c h a p t e r  draws h e a v i ly  
on Chapter  Four where an in - d e p th  a n a l y s i s  o f  inm ate
a t t i t u d e s  on t h e s e  i s s u e s  was p r e s e n te d .  The aim i s  to  
s u b s t a n t i a t e  e m p i r i c a l l y  t h e  s u p p o s i t io n  t h a t  inmate and 
s t a f f  a t t i t u d e s  r e g a rd in g  t h e s e  i s s u e s  d i f f e r ,  as well a s  t o  
p rov ide  p l a u s i b l e  e x p l a n a t io n s  f o r  th e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s .
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ATTITUDES ABOUT WORK
As p r e s e n te d  in  Chapter  Four,  in m a te s  tended t o  
approach work from a u t i l i t a r i a n  p o in t  of view. They worked 
to  reduce  t h e i r  s e n te n c e ,  t o  ea rn  e x t r a  c a sh ,  to  make the  
t im e go by f a s t e r  and th e  l i k e .  I t  was a l s o  sugges ted  t h a t  
in m a te s ’ c o n c e p t io n s  of work d i f f e r  from t h a t  o f  th e  g e n e ra l  
p u b l i c ,  p r i s o n  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  and s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s .  To 
s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h i s  s u p p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  d i s c u s s io n  drew h e a v i ly  
on th e  l i t e r a t u r e  ( in  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  Kodix. p r i s o n  
handbook’ s expose on th e  to p ic )  c o n t r a s t i n g  t h e s e  id e a s  w ith  
th o s e  o f  t h e  in m a te s .  To f u r t h e r  suppor t  t h i s  s u p p o s i t i o n ,  
t h e  d i s c u s s io n  now becomes more d e f in e d  and e m p i r i c a l ,  
f o c u s in g  on th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  as well  as  t h e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  
between s t a f f  and inm ates  on t h i s  i s s u e .
The d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s t a f f  o p in io n s  r e g a rd in g  th e  main 
purpose of th e  work programs f o r  t h e  inm ates  i s  p re se n te d  in  
T able  36. As t h i s  t a b l e  shows, t h e  most o f t e n  no ted  
re sponse  g iven  by s t a f f  p e r so n n e l  was " t o  reduce t h e  
in m a te ’ s s e n t e n c e . "  In  t h i s  way, s t a f f  and inm ate  o p in io n s  
converged,  ye t  inm ates  gave t h i s  re sp o n se  t o  a g r e a t e r  
e x t e n t  than  s t a f f  employees. That i s ,  37 o u t  o f  68 (72.5
per  cent)  a s  a g a i n s t  18 ou t  of  28 (37 pe r  c e n t ) ,
r e s p e c t i v e l y .
The nex t  most f r e q u e n t  re sp o n se  was " t h a t  work h e lp s  t o  
t r a i n  inmates  i n  a t r a d e . "  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  while  employees 
p laced  a high emphasis  on t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  work programs.
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inm ates  d id  n o t .  Only one inm ate  s t a t e d  t h a t  she jo in e d  th e  
work fo rc e  to  l e a r n  a t r a d e ,  whereas 15 employees (31.3 per  
cen t)  saw t h i s  as  a pr imary  va lue  o f  th e  work programs. 
S t a f f ’ s emphasis  on work a s  having th e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  t r a i n  
inm a tes  i n  a t r a d e ,  a l th o u g h  a t  v a r i a n c e  with inm ate  
o p in io n ,  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  t h e  o p in io n s  vo iced  in  th e
Kodix, (p r i s o n  handbook) and in  c r i m i n o l o g i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  as  
w el l  a s  th o se  he ld  by the  g e n e ra l  p u b l i c .  I r o n i c a l l y ,
in m a te s  a r e  aware of  the  p e rv a s iv e n e s s  o f  t h i s  a t t i t u d e
among s t a f f  employees y e t  th ey  do no t  s h a r e  th e  s t a f f ’ s 
view. In o th e r  words, they  know t h a t  one c r i t e r i o n  used by 
s t a f f  p e r so n n e l  t o  a s s e s s  t h e i r  conduc t ,  t h e i r  p r o g re s s ,  i s  
based on whether they  work. I n d ee d ,  two inm ates  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e i r  pr imary  reason  f o r  working was t h a t  i t  "shows 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ; "  bu t  a l th o u g h  t h i s  i s  a s i d e  b e n e f i t ,  i t  i s  
n o t  th e  r e a l  reason  t h e s e  two work. R a ther  they  work to
o b ta in  an e a r l i e r  r e l e a s e .
R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
177
Table 36: S t a f f  And Inmate Views of  th e  Main Purpose of th e
work Programs
Purpose
S t a f f  
Number Per  Cent
Inmates 
Number Per Cent
h e lp s  t o  reduce  
inm ates  se n te n c e  18
t r a i n s  women
i n  a t r a d e  15
i s  good of i t s e l f /
t e a c h e s  good
work h a b i t s  10
occup ies  in m a te s ,  
t h u s ,  keeps them 
ou t  of  t r o u b l e  4
h e lp s  in m a te s ’
day go by f a s t e r  1
might count work 
days
make e x t r a  cash  
shows
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  —
T o ta l  48
37.5
31.3
2 0 . 8














The t h i r d  most f r e q u e n t  response  "work i s  good of  
i t s e l f ,  s i n c e  i t  t e a c h e s  good work h a b i t s , "  i s  a t  t o t a l  
v a r ia n c e  with  i n m a te s ’ o p in io n .  None o f  t h e  51 inmates  who 
work o r  worked gave t h i s  as  t h e i r  reason  f o r  doing so .  That 
10 o r  20.8 per  c e n t  of  th e  employees gave t h i s  response  i s  
u n d e rs ta n d ab le  i n  t h a t  employees a s s e s s e d  t h e  value of work 
from an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p e r s p e c t i v e ;  the  b e n e f i t s  o f  work as  
i t  concerns  t h e  smooth running  of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  As 
o v e r s e e r s ,  s t a f f  employees g l o r i f i e d  work, a t t r i b u t i n g  to  i t
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i n h e r e n t  r e f o rm a t iv e  q u a l i t i e s .  In  t h i s  way, th e n ,  they  
were i n  f a c t  j u s t i f y i n g  using inm ates  a s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  p a r t  
of  t h e  work f o r c e ,  one which re d u c e s  th e  c o s t  of  running  the  
p r i s o n .
The fo u r  employees s t a t i n g ,  "work occupied th e  inm a te s ,  
t h u s  keeps them ou t  of t r o u b l e , "  a re  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of 
employees who had t h e  im press ion  t h a t  i d l e  women with time 
on t h e i r  hands were more l i k e l y  t o  g e t  i n t o  t r o u b l e .  
In m a te s ,  on th e  o t h e r  hand, d id  n o t  s h a re  t h i s  view s in c e
t h i s  re sp o n se  was n o t  e l i c i t e d  from any of them. More
p e r t i n e n t  to  them was t h a t  i d l e n e s s  made t im e d ra g .  They 
worked no t  t o  s t a y  ou t  of t r o u b l e ,  bu t  t o  sh o r ten  
p s y c h o lo g ic a l ly  t h e i r  s t a y .  S t a f f  employees,  however,  did 
n o t  emphasize t h i s  a s p e c t ,  with only  one employee n o t ing  
t h i s  reason  why in m a te s  work.
These d i f f e r e n c e s  between s t a f f  and inmate re sponses  
r e s u l t e d  g e n e r a l ly  from the  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  p o in t  of 
r e f e r e n c e .  Employees a s s e s s in g  t h e  va lue  o f  work programs 
from an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p e r s p e c t i v e  emphasized the  
t r a d i t i o n a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  th e  e x i s t e n c e  of  the  
programs, e . g . ,  work i s  good in  i t s e l f ,  because i t  t e a c h e s  
good work h a b i t s ,  t r a i n s  inmates  i n  a t r a d e  and keeps them
o u t  o f  t r o u b l e .  Inm ates ,  however, viewed work a s  a v e h ic le
to  h a s te n  t h e i r  r e l e a s e  r a t h e r  than  a t t r i b u t i n g  t o  i t  any 
i n t r i n s i c  p o s i t i v e  v a lu e .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  may be 
u n d e r s ta n d a b le  in  t h a t ,  as " o u t s i d e r s , "  employees igno red
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inmates* p re o c c u p a t io n  with " g e t t i n g  o u t"  and doing "easy  
t im e" .  In so d o ing ,  th ey  were unaware of  th e  inmates* 
u t i l i t a r i a n  approach t o  work.
STAFF ATTITUDES ABOUT I NMATES* RE-ENTRY INTO SOCIETY
As p r e v io u s l y  s t a t e d ,  one of  th e  g o a l s  o f  a p r iso n  i s  
t o  r e h a b i l i t a t e  th e  p r i s o n e r s ,  so t h a t  upon r e l e a s e  the  
" c r im in a l"  i s  r e s t o r e d  t o  s o c i e t y  as  a l a w -a b id in g  c i t i z e n .  
In  t h i s  r e g a rd  both  inm ates  and s t a f f  p e r so n n e l  were asked ,  
"Does p r i s o n  p re p a re  inm ates  f o r  t h e i r  r e t u r n  to  s o c i e ty ? "  
Chapter  4 an a ly zed  inmate  r e s p o n s e s .  The d i s c u s s i o n  a t  hand 
w i l l  p r e s e n t  s t a f f  r e sponse  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  comparing and 
c o n t r a s t i n g  them with  inm ate  r e s p o n s e s .
An o v e r a l l  assessm ent of r e sp o n se s  r e v e a l s  t h a t  s t a f f  
were e q u a l ly  d iv id ed  on t h i s  i s s u e ,  u n l ik e  inm ates  whose 
a t t i t u d e s  were more c o n s i s t e n t  (See Table 3 7 ) .  Out o f  70 
in m a te s ,  44 were o f  th e  op in ion  t h a t  i n c a r c e r a t i o n  does not  
p rep a re  them f o r  r e - e n t r y  i n t o  s o c i e t y .  Among the  employees 
24 o r  h a l f  sh a re d  t h i s  view. Aside from th e  absence o f  
formal r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  programs, inm ates  p o in te d  to  the  
d e s t r u c t i v e  and abnormal a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  p r i s o n  ex p e r ien ce  
a l l  o f  which th e y  b e l iev e d  no t  on ly  o b s t r u c t e d  r e fo rm a t io n  
b u t  a l s o  h inde red  normal r e - e n t r y  i n t o  th e  l a r g e r  s o c i a l  
s t r u c t u r e .  This  e lem ent  i s  a l s o  found in  t h e  re sp o n se s  o f  
t h e  s t a f f ,  though not a s  p e r v a s i v e l y  a s  in  t h e  re sp o n se s  o f  
in m a te s .  As d id  some inm ates  (24),  some employees (10)
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noted t h e s e  t h r e e  f a c t o r s :  (1) f o rc in g  t h e  novice  to  r e s i d e
among c r i m i n a l  t y p e s ;  (2) ab n o rm a l i ty  o f  t h e  p r i s o n  
environm ent;  and (3) p r i s o n  l i f e  d e s t r o y s  in m a te ’ s 
c h a r a c t e r  and h in d e rs  normal r e - e n t r y  r a t h e r  than  f u r t h e r i n g  
i t .
Table 37: S t a f f  and Inmate A t t i t u d e s  on Why P r i s o n  Does n o t  
P re p a re  Inmates  f o r  The ir  Return  to  S oc ie ty
Why P r ison  Does Not S t a f f  Inmates
P repare  Inm ates  Number Per c e n t  Number Per c e n t
no r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  6 25.0 17 38-6
p r iso n  l i f e  i s  abnormal,  
t h u s ,  making r e - e n t r y
hard 1 4 .2  3 6 .8
p r i so n  l i f e  d e s t ro y s
i n d i v i d u a l  1 4 .2  8 18.2
bad company/get worse 8 33 .3  13 29.5
person i s  what she i s ,  
p r i s o n  d o es n ’t  change
t h i s  2 8 .3  2 4 .8
mesoB-unfa ir  system 1 4.2
don’ t  work s i t  & g o ss ip  2 8.3 — —
r e c id iv i s m  3 12.5
imprisonment makes you
h a te  s o c i e t y  — — 1 2 .3
T o ta l s  24 100,0 44 100.0
The two groups concur  t h a t  a p a r t  from p ro v id in g  inm ates  
with t h e  bare  n e c e s s i t i e s ,  and. implementing measures which 
d im in ish  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  f r u s t r a t i o n  and d isp en s in g  with
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p h y s ic a l  ab u se , .  Korydullo  has no t  i n s t i t u t e d  r e fo rm a t iv e  
programs which would f u r t h e r  inmates* f u t u r e  p e r s o n a l  
v o c a t io n a l  o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  g o a l s .  The l a c k  of such programs, 
led  s i x  employees (25 p e r  cen t)  and 17 inm ates  (38.6 per 
cent)  to  th e  co n c lu s io n  t h a t  confinement f a i l s  t o  equip  
inm ates  with th e  n e c e s s a ry  s k i l l s  r e q u i r e d  to  make th e  
t r a n s i t i o n .
The two resp o n ses  most o f t e n  noted by both groups were 
"no r e h a b i l i t a t i o n "  and "bad company/get w orse ."  Inmates  
gave th e  fo rm er  response  more o f t e n  (17 out  o f  44 or  3 8.6  
p e r  cen t)  than  th e  l a t t e r  (13 out of 44 o r  29.8 per c e n t ) ;  
whereas t h e  r e v e r s e  he ld  t r u e  fo r  employees* s i x  (25 per 
cent)  and e i g h t  (33.3 p e r  c e n t ) ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Then aga in  
common to  both  i s  th e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  t h e  "person  i s  what she 
i s ,  p r i s o n  d o e s n ' t  change t h i s . "
I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o te  t h a t  while  s t a f f  employees 
c i t s ,  " meson" ( i n f l u e n t i a l  person) and " r e c i d i v i s m , "  in  
re sponse  t o  why p r i s o n  does n o t  p repare  inm ates  fo r  t h e i r  
r e t u r n  to  s o c i e t y ,  n e i t h e r  of th e se  r e s p o n s e s  appeared among 
inmate r e s p o n s e s .  The one employee su gges ted  t h a t  th e  use 
of a meson not only  makes a mockery of  t h e  c r im i n a l  j u s t i c e  
system, but a l s o  r e l e a s e d  women b e fo re  t h e  system had t im e 
to  reform them. on th e  o th e r  hand, t h e  t h r e e  employees 
mentioning " r e c i d i v i s m , "  were in  f a c t  p roposing  t h a t  
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  amount of  t ime spen t  i n  p r i s o n ,  inm a tes  
were s t i l l  i l l - p r e p a r e d  t o  make th e  f i n a l  t r a n s i t i o n .  For
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them, t h i s  ho lds  because so  many women r e t u r n  a f t e r  being  
r e l e a s e d .
The d i s c u s s io n  now t u r n s  t o  an a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  
r e sp o n se s  o f  th e  24 employees who b e l i e v e  t h a t  p r i s o n  does 
p rep a re  inm a tes  f o r  r e - e n t r y  i n t o  s o c i e t y .  In  t u r n ,  t h e s e  
r e sp o n se s  w i l l  be compared and c o n t r a s t e d  t o  the  r e sp o n se s  
of th e  26 inm ates  ho ld ing  th e  same view.
Table 38: S t a f f  and Inmate A t t i t u d e s  On How P r i s o n  P re p a re s
Inmates For T h e i r  R e -e n t ry  I n t o  S o c ie ty
How P r iso n  S t a f f  Inmates
P re p a re s  Inmates  Number Per  c e n t  Number Per  c e n t
s o c i a l  w o rk e rs /
r e h a b i l i t a t e  3 12.5 —
te a c h e s  t r a d e /g o o d
work h a b i t s  5 21.0 1 3 .8
c l o s u r e  p r e p a r e s  because
i t  i s  so bad 2 8 .3  7 27.0
by going to  church 2 8 .3  1 3 .8
time to  r e f l e c t  2 8 .3  4 15.4
up to  a p o i n t  2 8 .3
have good r o l e  models 6 25.0 —
f in d  them jo b s  2 8 .3
t o  be more c a r e f u l  — — 6 23.1
te a c h e s  p a t i e n c e  —  — 1 3 .8
p re p a re s  n ec e s s a ry
papers  —  — 6 23.1
T o ta l s  24 100.0 26 100.0
S t a f f  r e sp o n se s  may be c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  t h r e e  major 
c a t e g o r i e s .  F i r s t ,  t h e  p r i so n  c o n s t r u c t i v e l y  p r e p a r e s  women
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s t a f f ;  (2) t r a i n i n g  inm ates  i n  a t r a d e  a s  well  as 
i n s t i l l i n g  good work h a b i t s ;  (3) f in d in g  jo b s  f o r  inm ates ;  
and (4) by p ro v id in g  them with good r o l e  models .  The second 
major c a te g o ry  e x e m p l i f i e s  how th e  n e g a t iv e  a s p e c t s  of  
confinement p r e p a r e s  women f o r  t h e i r  r e l e a s e ,  e . g . ,  because 
i n c a r c e r a t i o n  i s  i n  i t s e l f  such an u n p le a sa n t  e x p e r i e n c e .  
The remaining  re sponse  c a t e g o r i e s ,  which comprise the  t h i r d  
major d i v i s i o n ,  d e s c r i b e  how in m a te s  on t h e i r  own come to  
re fo rm ,  i . e . ,  t im e  t o  r e f l e c t  and by going to  church.  
Although t h e s e  same c a t e g o r i e s  were used t o  c l a s s i f y  inmate 
r e sp o n se s  some b a s ic  d i f f e r e n c e s  between inm ate  and s t a f f  
o p in io n s  emerge.
Inmates  more than  employees emphasized t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e  
as  opposed t o  th e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  a s p e c t s  o f  p r i s o n  l i f e .  For 
example, seven  inm ates  (27 per  cent) s a i d  t h a t  the  
u n p le a s a n tn e s s  of th e  p r i s o n  ex p e r ie n c e  was enough i n c e n t i v e  
f o r  them t o  p re p a re  f o r  th e  o u t s i d e  world. Six or  23.1 per 
c e n t  connected  t h i s  n e g a t iv e  ex p e r ien ce  t o  being  more 
c a r e f u l  once r e l e a s e d :  th e  v i l e  ex p e r ie n ce  o f  p r i s o n  l i f e
t e a c h e s  inm ates  t o  be more c a r e f u l  so as  no t  to  g e t  involved  
in  cr im e.  Thus, o f  th e  26 inmate r e s p o n d e n ts ,  13 o r  50 per 
c e n t  focused  on t h e  n e g a t iv e  a s p e c t s  of p r i s o n  and how they  
p re p a re  inm ates  f o r  t h e i r  r e t u r n  t o  s o c i e t y .
The o p p o s i t e  i s  t r u e  f o r  employees. Of t h e  24, 16 o r
66 per  c e n t  focused  on th e  p o s i t i v e  a s p e c t s  o f  conf inem ent .  
Within t h i s  major d i v i s i o n  th e  most f r e q u e n t l y  noted




r e sp o n se  r e f e r r e d  to  " r o l e  models ."  According to  th e s e  s ix  
employees,  inm ates  were p rep a red  f o r  the  t r a n s i t i o n  because  
i n c a r c e r a t i o n  provided them with good r o l e  models. The 
assumption i s  t h a t  t h e s e  r o l e  models, who u s u a l ly  were th e  
p r i s o n  g u a rd s ,  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n s t i l l  w i th in  p r i s o n e r s  th e  
a p p r o p r i a t e  s o c i a l  b e h a v io r ,  f a c i l i t a t i n g  inmate ad ju s tm en t  
to  the  o u t s i d e  world.  In  a d d i t i o n ,  f i v e  employees b e l i e v e d  
t h a t  work eq u ip s  women with  a t r a d e  and good work h a b i t s ;  
and makes f o r  a s u c c e s s f u l  r e - e n t r y .  Two employees 
a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  ach ievement o f  t h i s  o b j e c t i v e  t o  the  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  e f f o r t s  to  secu re  jo b s  f o r  th e  inm a te s  
p r i o r  t o  t h e i r ,  r e l e a s e .  The f i n a l  p o s i t i v e  a s p e c t  o f  
conf inement noted by s t a f f  p e rso n n e l  had t o  do with s o c i a l  
workers .  For t h r e e  employees,  r e - a d ju s t m e n t  was f e a s i b l e  
s in c e  Korydullo  had as  p a r t  of  i t s  o p e r a t in g  s t a f f  s o c i a l  
workers .  In  a na iv e  way, th e s e  employees assumed t h a t  th e  
p resence  o f  s o c i a l  workers  was in  i t s e l f  enough t o  i n s u r e  a 
p o s i t i v e  outcome; t h e  q u a l i t y  of  t h e  s o c i a l  w o rk e rs '  
performance was never  q u e s t io n e d  o r  a s s e s s e d .
In any c a se ,  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between s t a f f  and inm a te s  
on t h i s  i s s u e  becomes c l e a r  when one c o n s id e r s  t h a t  only  one 
inmate  c i t e d  how conf inem ent  p re p a re s  in m a te s  f o r  r e - e n t r y  
in  a p o s i t i v e  way ( e . g . ,  t e a c h e s  t r a d e ) .  In  c o n t r a s t ,  o n ly  
two employees showed how p r e p a r a t io n  i s  accomplished 
n e g a t i v e l y ,  p r e c i s e l y  because  " c lo s u r e  i s  so bad t h a t  i t  
p r e p a re s  in m a te s  f o r  r e - e n t r y . "
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In  t h e  l a s t  major d i v i s i o n ,  how inm ates  on t h e i r  own 
come to  re fo rm ,  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between s t a f f  and in m a te s '  
r e sp o n se s  i s  l e s s  n o t i c e a b l e  th a n  i n  t h e  p rev ious  two 
c a t e g o r i e s .  Common t o  both  was th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  "going to  
church" and "having  t im e t o  r e f l e c t "  h e lp s  p re p a re  inmates  
fo r  t h e i r  r e t u r n  to  th e  l a r g e r  s o c i e t y .  In  a d d i t i o n  to  
t h e s e  two b e l i e f s ,  inm ates  added " l e a r n in g  t o  be more 
p a t i e n t , "  a s e n t im e n t  not e x p res sed  by employees.  The end 
t o t a l s  f o r  t h i s  major  d i v i s i o n  were 10 inmates  (38 per cent)  
and fo u r  employees (16 per  c e n t ) .
Two r e s p o n s e s ,  one given by s t a f f  employees,  the  o th e r  
by in m a te s ,  did n o t  f i t  i n t o  any of  t h e  t h r e e  d i v i s i o n s .  In 
th e  ca se  of  two employees th e  re sp o n se  was, "up t o  a c e r t a i n  
p o i n t . "  For t h e s e  employees, conf inem ent was c o n s t r u c t i v e  up 
to  a c e r t a i n  number of y e a r s .  Once i t  exceeded t h i s  l i m i t ,  
i t  was d e s t r u c t i v e .  They were u n c e r t a i n  a s  t o  the ex a c t  
t im e  t h i s  t h r e s h o l d  occu rred  but b e l ie v e d  i t  t o  be between 
te n  and f i f t e e n  y e a r s .  According to  them, p r i s o n e r s  a f t e r  
being  co n f in e d  f o r  such an extended p e r io d  were r e l e a s e d  to  
a s o c i e t y  i n  which th e y  were a l i e n s ,  t h u s ,  making the  
t r a n s i t i o n  most d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  no t  im p o s s ib le .  This  view i s  
a l s o  h e ld  by v a r io u s  c r i m i n o l o g i s t s  (Cloward, 1960; Smart,  
1977; Clemmer, 1972).  In  the  c a s e  of  t h e  inm ates  the  id ea  
was t h a t  confinement f u r t h e r s  r e - e n t r y  by " p r e p a r in g  the  
n e c e s s a ry  r e l e a s e  papers"  (For th e  complete development of  
t h i s  id e a  r e f e r  t o  Chapter  F o u r ) .
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STAFF ATTITUDES TOWARD INMATE ADJUSTMENT
As f a r  as ad ju s tm en t  t o  p r i s o n  l i f e  i s  concerned ,  the  
most s t r i k i n g  d i f f e r e n c e  between employees and inm ates  
concerned whether p r i s o n e r s  f in d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  a d j u s t  t o  
p r i s o n  l i f e .  The view t h a t  a d ju s tm en t  was not d i f f i c u l t  was 
he ld  by as many as  18 (or 37.5 p e r  cen t)  of th e  s t a f f  but
only by one inm ate .  Why so many employees b e l ie v e d  t h a t  
ad ju s tm en t  was easy  i s  u n d e r s ta n d a b le .  As a modern
c u s t o d i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  Korydullo  had e l im in a te d  o r  g r e a t l y  
reduced p a s t  forms of d e g ra d a t io n -  In  a d d i t i o n ,  p r i so n  
p o l i c i e s  were s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  w e lfa re  needs  of th e  
p r i s o n e r s ;  they  in c lu d e d  measures des igned  to  l e s s e n  th o s e  
a s p e c t s  o f  p r i s o n  l i f e  which r e s u l t  in  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  
f r u s t r a t i o n .  S t a f f  p e r s o n n e l ’ s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t h e s e  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  coupled  with t h e  f a c t  t h a t  p r i s o n  s u p p l i e s  
women with t h e  bare n e c e s s i t i e s ,  l e d  them t o  conclude  t h a t  
ad ju s tm en t  i s  ea sy .  Although some of  t h e  s p e c i f i c  r easo n s  
s t a t e d  d iv e rg e  somewhat from t h i s  e x p l a n a t io n ,  i t  appears  t o  
be t h e  u n d e r ly in g  p rem ise .  The e leven  employees who 
responded t h a t  " c o n d i t i o n s  a re  good ,"  r e f l e c t  th e  above 
a t t i t u d e .  Two of th e  rem ain ing  r e s p o n s e s ,  i . e . ,  "make
f r i e n d s "  and "want d i s c i p l i n e , "  though no t  d i r e c t l y  
a f f i r m in g  t h i s  s u p p o s i t i o n  do so i n d i r e c t l y .  In th e  one
i n s t a n c e ,  inm ates  p rov ided  with l i f e ’ s b a s ic  a m e n i t i e s  and 
n o t  having t o  cope with e i t h e r  p h y s ic a l  o r  p sy c h o lo g ic a l
abuse ,  may more o r  l e s s  focus  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  on making 
f r i e n d s .  The second r e s p o n s e ,  "want d i s c i p l i n e "  r e f l e c t e d
R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
187
t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  p r i s o n  l i f e  p rov ided  inm ates  with  a q u a l i t y  
l a c k in g  in  them, namely, " d i s c i p l i n e . "  F i n a l l y ,  one employee 
assumed t h a t  t h e  m a jo r i ty  o f  inm ates  were r e c i d i v i s t s  who 
were f a m i l i a r  with p r i s o n  r o u t i n e  and l i f e  and had long  
overcome problems of  a d ju s tm e n t .
Table 39; S t a f f  a t t i t u d e s  Regarding  Why a d ju s tm e n t  t o  P r iso n
I s  Easy For Inmates
Why ad ju s tm en t  i s  easy  Number Per cen t
have e v e ry th in g  th e y  n e e d /
c o n d i t io n s  h e r e  a r e  good 11 61.1
want d i s c i p l i n e  3 16,7
make f r i e n d s  3 16.7
g r e a t  amount o f  r e c i d i v i s m /
use to  i t  1 5 ,5
T o ta l  18 100
Comparing inmate and s t a f f  r e sp o n se s  on what th e y  
p e rc e iv e  t o  be th e  most d i f f i c u l t  a s p e c t  o f  a d ju s tm e n t ,  a 
v a r i e t y  o f  d i f f e r e n c e s  emerge. Most obvious  i s  t h a t  inm ates  
enumerated more a s p e c t s  of p r i s o n  l i f e  which made ad ju s tm en t  
d i f f i c u l t  th an  d id  employees. The range of t h e i r  re sp o n se s  
were: (1) c r i t i c i s m  of  t h e  p r i s o n  sys tem ,  e . g . ,  d a i l y
fo rc ed  r o u t i n e ,  l a c k  of p r iv a c y  and r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s ;  
(2) th e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  sys tem ,  e . g . ,  s e n ten c e  too s t i f f  
and locked up u n j u s t l y ;  (3) t h e  s t a f f ,  i . e . ,  t h e i r  l a c k  o f  
u n d e r s ta n d in g ,  manners and e d u c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g ;  (4) f e l l o w  
inm ates ;  and (5) o t h e r ,  e . g . ,  f e e l i n g  dead y e t  a l i v e ,  
p r i s o n  c l o s u r e ,  absence o f  home and fam ily  and th e  l i k e .  In
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;
I  t h i s  way, inmate r e s p o n s e s  covered a lm ost  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f
confinement which have th e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  pose d i f f i c u l t i e s  
f o r  a d ju s tm e n t .  S t a f f ,  however, s p e c i f i e d  on ly  t h r e e  of th e  
above problem a r e a s ;  (1) l a c k  o f  p r iv a c y ,  (2) o th e r  
in m a te s ,  and (3) o t h e r ,  i . e . ,  absence  o f  home and fam ily  and
i -
la ck  o f  s e x u a l  e n c o u n te r s .  S t a f f  r e s p o n s e s  were not only  
fewer i n  number, t h r e e  a s  opposed t o  f i v e ,  but a l s o  narrower  
in  scope.
Th is  n o tw i th s t a n d i n g ,  some s t a f f  r e sp o n se s  a l l u d e  to
I a s p e c t s  of ad ju s tm en t  which appear  t o  be ignored  by in m a te s .
: For example,  s t a f f  mention the  p r i s o n e r s *  l a c k  of se x u a l
I e n c o u n te r s .  This f a c t o r  was ig n o red  by in m a te s ,  p o s s i b ly
{.
I i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  a t  e a r l i e r  s t a g e s  o f  a d ju s tm e n t ,  s ex u a l
a b s t in e n c e  was n o t  of primary c o n ce rn .  Then a g a in ,  sex i s
L an avoided  t o p i c ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when i t  i s  one*s own sex l i f e
t h a t  i s  under  d i s c u s s i o n .  This  may very well  e x p la in  why, 
though mentioned by s t a f f ,  th e  m a t te r  was no t  r a i s e d  by 
inm a te s .  I t  could be sp e c u la te d  t h a t  inmates* h e s i t a n c y  to  
d i s c u s s  s e x u a l i t y  may a l s o  be i n h i b i t e d  by the  id e a  of  
honor.
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Table 40: S t a f f  and Inmate A t t i t u d e s  on t h e  Host D i f f i c u l t
Aspect o f  Adjustment For Inmates
S t a f f  Inmates
Host d i f f i c u l t  a s p e c t Number Per cen t Number Per c e n t
absence of  home and
fam ily 10 33.3 31 45 .6
la c k  p r iv ac y 14 46.7 7 10.3
la c k  of  s e x u a l  encoun te rs ; 4 13.3 — — —
o th e r  inm ates 2 6.7 11 16.2
d a i l y  f o rc e d  r o u t i n e —— —— 2 2.9
both  s t a f f  and inm ates
la c k  u n d e rs tan d in g —— 4 5.9
r u l e s  & r e g u l a t i o n s “ —— 1 1.5
p r i s o n  c l o s u r e —— 1 1.5
f e e l i n g  dead y e t  a l i v e 1 1.5
guards  l a c k  of manner
and e d u c a t io n —— —— 2 2 .9
f e e l i n g s  of  g u i l t  due to
p r i s o n  se n ten c e — —— 2 2. 9
economic d i f f i c u l t i e s — —— 1 1.5
f e a r  t h a t  i l l n e s s  wouldn* 
be taken  c a r e  o f
t
—— 1 1.5
no v i s i t a t i o n —— —— 1 1.5
j a i l  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  makes
you g u i l t y  from now on 1 1.5
s e n te n c e  to o  s t i f f — — 1 1.5
locked  up u n j u s t l y —— — — 1 1,5
T o ta l s 30 100 68 100
As Table 40 above i n d i c a t e s ,  two p r i s o n e r s  mentioned 
poor manners and ed u c a t io n  on th e  p a r t  o f  guards  while fo u r  
a l lu d e d  to  a l a c k  o f  u n d e rs tan d in g  by s t a f f  as  r e s p o n s i b l e  
: f o r  making ad ju s tm en t  d i f f i c u l t .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  none of th e
employees f e l t  t h a t  s t a f f  p e r s o n n e l  might c o n t r i b u t e  to  a
i ■
d i f f i c u l t  ad ju s tm e n t .  This  d i s t i n c t i o n  may e x i s t  because ,
j
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i n  g e n e ra l ,  s t a f f  b e l iev ed  t h a t  th e i r ,  job performance was 
more than j u s t  ad eq u a te .  However, in m a te s ,  being th e  
o b j e c t s  of  t h a t  perform ance ,  were more c r i t i c a l .
The f i n a l  major d i f f e r e n c e  between inm ates  and s t a f f  i s  
t h a t  while  th e  former more o f t e n  noted  th e  "absence  of home 
and fam ily"  (31 ou t  o f  68 o r  45 .6  p e r c e n t ) ,  t h e  l a t t e r  c i t e d  
t h e  " lack  o f  p r iv a c y "  (14 ou t  o f  30 or  46.7 p e r  cent)  as  the  
most d i f f i c u l t  a s p e c t .  For employees,  "absence  o f  home and 
fam ily"  was second in  im por tance  with on ly  10 o f  th e  30 or  
33.3 per  c e n t  g iv in g  t h i s  r e sp o n se .
STAFF’ S VIEW ON THE CAUSES OF CRIME
Employees were r e l u c t a n t  to  blame inm a te s  f o r  t h e i r  
c r im es ,  j u s t  as inmates  were u n w i l l in g  t o  a c c e p t  the  blame 
f o r  being i n  p r i s o n .  In f a c t ,  while  13 of t h e  70 p r i s o n e r s  
were p e r s o n a l ly  w i l l i n g  to  assume f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  
t h e i r  c r im i n a l  a c t s ,  none o f  t h e  employees p laced  the  blame 
f u l l y  or d i r e c t l y  on th e  p r i s o n e r .  R a th e r ,  employees, a s  
d id  the  rem ain ing  57 p r i s o n e r s ,  po in ted  to  a v a r i e t y  o f  
v a r i a b l e s  u n d e r ly in g  inmate c r i m i n a l i t y .
The most p r e v a l e n t  e x p la n a t io n  among employee 
resp o n d en ts  was " e a r l y  f a m i l i a l  t r a i n i n g . "  Of th e  48 
employees,  23 h e ld  th e  fam ily  r e s p o n s i b l e .  Family as  an 
under ly ing  cause was a l s o  no ted  by fo u r  in m a te s ,  ye t  the  
manner in which fam ily  p r i m a r i l y  was r e s p o n s i b l e  d i f f e r e d  
between th e  two groups.  Inmates  did no t  r e l a t e  th e  so u rce
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O f t h e i r  c r i m i n a l i t y  t o  e a r l y  f a m i l i a l  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  such a s  
a broken home, d ea th  of p a r e n t s ,  o r  u n d e r p r iv i l e g e d  
ch i ldhood and th e  l i k e .  R a th e r ,  t h e  f a m i ly  p r im a r i l y  was 
h e ld  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r e c e n t  s p e c i f i c  a c t i o n ,  i . e . ,  f a i l i n g  
to  a s s i s t  o r  m a in ta in in g  an a p a t h e t i c  a t t i t u d e  r e g a rd in g  a 
c u r r e n t  d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n .  In  c o n t r a s t ,  f o r  employees,  
t h e  fam ily  had f a i l e d  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e i r  e a r l y  fo rm a t iv e  
y ea rs .  Some of  th e  ways i n  which th e  fam i ly  was seen as  
ac co u n ta b le  by s t a f f  were: n e g le c t in g  and n o t  lo v in g  th e
c h i ld r e n  o r  not  i n s t i l l i n g  w i th in  them th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
s o c i a l  b e h a v io r ,  v a lu e s  and a t t i t u d e s .
Table 41: S t a f f  and Inmate A t t i t u d e s  Regarding Causes of
Crime o r  What Brings Women t o  P r iso n
Causes S t a f f  Inmates
Number Per ce n t  Number Per ce n t
b a s ic  temperament 11 22 .9  — —
e a r l y  f a m i l i a l
environment 23 47 .9  4 5 .7
kajcee o^ai/bad
t im ing  o f  e v e n t s  4 8 .3
s o c i e ty  3 6 .2  12 17.1
uneducated 2 4-2 — —
man in  her  l i f e /
husband or lo v e r  1 2.1 3 4.3
each has own reason  2 4 .2
f r i e n d s  1 2.1 8 11.4
need f o r  ex c i tem en t  1 2.1
c r im i n a l  j u s t i c e  system -  — 3 4 .3
v ic t im  —  — 6 8 .6
o t h e r s  in v o lv e d  — — 10 14.3
m o th e r - in - law  — 8 1 1.4
sa tan  - -  — 1 1.4
bad luck  —— — 1 1.4
inm ates  them se lves  —  — 13 18.6
T o ta l s  48 100.0 70 100.0
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Basic  temperament was t h e  second most o f t e n  noted  
response  by s t a f f .  This e x p l a n a t io n  might he i n t e r p r e t e d  as  
p la c in g  th e  blame d i r e c t l y  on th e  p r i s o n e r .  In f a c t ,  o f  a l l  
t h e  r e sp o n se s  t h i s  comes c l o s e s t  t o  ho ld ing  th e  inm ate  
r e s p o n s i b l e .  In  a c t u a l i t y  i t  does n o t ,  p r i m a r i l y  because 
p r i s o n e r s  cannot be he ld  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  something th e y  
cannot c o n t r o l .  To b e t t e r  unders tand  t h i s ,  em ployees '  
meaning of  " b a s ic  temperament" needs  t o  be p r e s e n te d .  In 
g e n e r a l ,  by b a s ic  temperament t h e s e  11 employees were 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  inm ate  which more or  
l e s s  p r e d i s p o s e  them t o  c r i m i n a l i t y .  These t r a i t s  were not 
n e c e s s a r i l y  i n n a t e  but  cou ld  have been s o c i a l l y  l e a r n e d .  In 
any c a s e ,  t h e  u n d e r ly in g  cause  was th e  p o s s e s s io n  of  th e s e  
t r a i t s  coupled with s i t u a t i o n a l  f a c t o r s  which un leashed  t h i s  
u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  " temperam ent."  Thus, th e  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  he ld  
acco u n tab le  f o r  not  being  a b l e  t o  c o n t r o l  her  temperament,  
y e t  i f  s i t u a t i o n a l  f a c t o r s  had not been what th e y  were,  
perhaps  t h e s e  t r a i t s  would have remained dormant.
The r a t i o n a l e  behind th e  re sp o n se  c a t e g o r y  kakee ora  
(bad t im in g  o f  even ts)  i s  s i m i l a r  to  t h e  r e a s o n in g  behind 
t h e  p r e v io u s  re sp o n se :  " b a s i c  temperament."  Common t o  both
s e t s  of r e sp o n se s  i s  an emphasis  on s i t u a t i o n a l  f a c t o r s .  
Yet, t h e  f o u r  employees c i t i n g  kakee o ra  d i s r e g a rd e d  th e  
i n m a t e ' s  p e r s o n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n .  For them o f  pr im ary  
importance were t h e  e x i s t i n g  c i r c u m s ta n ce s :  o b v ious ly  ones
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with  p o t e n t i a l  t o  b r in g  about major c r im in a l  a c t s ,  
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  b a s ic  temperament.
These,  t h e n ,  were t h e  t h r e e  primary r e a s o n s  (p re sen ted  
in  o rde r  o f  importance) g iven  by employees as  u n d e r ly in g  
c r im in a l  b e h a v io r .  Although a number o f  o t h e r  r e a s o n s  were 
n o te d ,  each  was given by no more than  two r e s p o n d e n ts .  
These rem ain ing  r e sp o n se s  a l lu d e d  to  f r i e n d s  and s o c i e t y  
which fo r  employees were no t  as  im p o r ta n t  a s  they  were fo r  
in m a te s .  In  f a c t ,  f o r  t h e  l a t t e r ,  th e  most o f te n  noted 
re sponse  was s o c i e t y  or s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  Apart from being 
t h e  most o f t e n  c i t e d ,  th e  term had v a r io u s  meanings f o r
in m a te s .  For some i t  meant s o c i a l  d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  f o r
o th e r s  poor economic c o n d i t i o n s ,  whereas s t i l l  o t h e r s  h e ld  
s o c i e t y  r e s p o n s i b l e  because  members o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  
communities gave damaging t e s t i m o n ie s  a t  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  
t r i a l s .  For t h e  t h r e e  employees,  however, s o c i e t y  had only  
one meaning, namely, t h a t  economic c i rc u m s ta n c es  were such 
t h a t  they  i n s t i g a t e d  th e  c r im i n a l  a c t .  L ikew ise ,  employees 
d id  no t  emphasize f r i e n d s h i p  o r  involvem ent  with c r i m i n a l  
ty p e s  whereas inm ates  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h i s  was of  some 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  While on ly  one employee c i t e d  f r i e n d s h i p  as  
a f a c t o r ,  as  many a s  e i g h t  inm ates  b e l iev e d  t h a t  th ey
probably  would no t  have g o t t e n  in vo lved  had th e y  chosen
t h e i r  f r i e n d s  more c a r e f u l l y .
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While employees had a t  l e a s t  mentioned th e  above two 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  t h e r e  were o t h e r  f a c t o r s  o f  eq u a l  i f  no t  
more importance t o  inm ates  which were n o t  noted by
employees. For example, s i x  inm ates  s t a t e d  t h a t  v ic t im s
them se lves  were r e s p o n s i b l e  s i n c e  they  p r e c i p i t a t e d  t h e  
commission of th e  a c t .  A nother  example i s ,  " o th e r s  
in v o lv e d ; "  10 inm ates  r e fu sed  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  blame p r im a r i l y  
because  th ey  had assumed a secondary  r o l e  in  th e  commission 
of t h e  cr im e .  The f i n a l  example i s ,  "p e rso n s  who brought 
c h a r g e s / i n f o r m e r . "  The e ig h t  in m a te s  who gave t h i s  re sp o n se  
by and l a r g e  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  had i t  n o t  been b ro u g h t  to  the  
a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  l e g a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  th ey  would not be i n
t h i s  p red icam en t .  A p o s s ib l e  e x p la n a t io n  a s  t o  why 
employees ig n o red  t h e s e  a s p e c t s  may be t h a t  being removed
from th e  a c t  i t s e l f ,  being n o n - c r im in a l s ,  th ey  could no t  
a s s e s s  a number o f  f a c t o r s :  f i r s t ,  th e  degree  t o  which
v ic t im s  may i n s t i g a t e  th e  a c t ;  second ,  how o t h e r s  in v o lv ed  
may f i g u r e  im p o r ta n t ly ;  and t h i r d ,  how in fo rm e rs  o r  th o s e  
b r in g in g  charges  a r e  he ld  r e s p o n s i b l e .
Among th e  l e s s  common inmate re sp o n se s  which were no t
mentioned a t  a l l  by s t a f f  employees were, f o r  example, t h e
c r im i n a l  j u s t i c e  sys tem , t h e  m o th e r - in - la w ,  s a t a n ,  and bad 
lu c k .  On th e  o t h e r  hand, a few o f  th e  l e s s  f r e q u e n t  s t a f f  
r e sp o n se s  do no t  f e a t u r e  a t  a l l  i n  the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of th e
inm ate  r e p l i e s ,  such a s ,  need for .  ex c i te m en t ,  each has own
r e a s o n ,  and uneducated .
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CONCLUSION
O v e r a l l ,  th e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  between s t a f f  and inmate 
o p in io n s  r e g a rd in g  t h e s e  v a r io u s  a s p e c t s  o f  confinement 
outweighed th e  d i f f e r e n c e s .  As th e  above d i s c u s s io n  
i n d i c a t e d  th e  main reason  f o r  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  was 
p r im a r i l y  t h e  p o in t  o f  r e f e r e n c e .  While the  in m a te ' s  and 
s t a f f ' s  d iv e rg in g  r e f e r e n c e  p o i n t s  p a r t i a l l y  e x p la in e d  th e  
d i f f e r e n c e s  accord ing  t o  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n s ,  one can a l s o  look 
on th e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  as  a 
r e s u l t  o f  c u l t u r a l  b e l i e f s .  For example, t h e  s t a f f ' s  
u n w i l l in g n e s s  t o  procla im  t h a t  ad ju s tm en t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  
in m a te s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e i r  re sp o n se  "have e v e ry th in g  th ey  
need h e r e / c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  good;" con f i rm s  the  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a 
p r e v io u s ly  d is c u s se d  c u l t u r a l  i d e a ,  t h a t  i s ,  ph i l o x e n i a 
( h o s p i t a l i t y ) . As h o s t s ,  t h e  s t a f f  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th ey  a re  
p ro v id in g  th e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  g iven i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r a i n t s ,  
"however f a r  from p e r f e c t  t h e i r  h o s p i t a l i t y . "  In  f a c t ,  
employees o f t e n  remarked in  j e s t  t h a t  they  were o p e r a t in g  
no t  a p r i s o n  bu t  r a t h e r  a xenotfaocheion ( h o t e l ) . This 
s ta tem en t  shou ld  no t  be m i s i n t e r p r e t e d .  Employees were not 
implying t h a t  more p u n i t i v e  measures ought to  be 
implemented. Rather  i t  was to  show t h a t  c o n d i t i o n s  were 
good; t h e r e f o r e ,  inm ates  r e a l l y  had no th ing  about which to  
complain.
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S t a f f  and inmate answers  t c  "What b r in g s  women to  
p r iso n  or  i s  th e  cause o f  c r im e ,"  th e  s t a f f s '  r e l u c t a n c e  to  
blame inm ates  f o r  t h e i r  c r im e ,  as  well  as  the  inmates* 
u n w i l l in g n e s s  t o  a cce p t  th e  blame f o r  t h e i r  o f f e n s e  could  be 
r e l a t e d  to  both  g ro u p s '  adherence  to  t h e  c u l t u r a l  b e l i e f ,  
an th ro p o i  em asta i  (we a r e  a l l  human). T h is  c u l t u r a l  b e l i e f  
i s  p a r a d o x ic a l .  I t  p ro v id e s  an e x c e l l e n t  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  
why people  who v i o l a t e  th e  law shou ld  be he ld  s o l e l y  
r e s p o n s i b l e .  At t h e  same t im e ,  i t  fo c u se s  on the  e x t ra n e o u s  
c i rc u m s ta n ces  which may i n s t i g a t e  >a c r im i n a l  a c t .  For 
example, because we a re  human and i m p e r f e c t ,  f r i e n d s ,  
l o v e r s ,  husbands and even economic c o n d i t i o n s  could  
p o t e n t i a l l y  sway us i n t o  committ ing  an i l l e g a l  a c t .
F i n a l l y ,  t h e  r e sp o n se s  r e g a rd in g  how p r iso n  p r e p a re s  
inm ates  f o r  t h e i r  r e - e n t r y  i n t o  s o c i e t y ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
"going to  ch u rc h ,"  i s  a l s o  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  Greek c u l t u r e .  
That both s t a f f  and inm a te s  a l i k e  gave "go ing  to  church" as  
an answer r e f l e c t s  t h e  s t r o n g  r e l i g i o s i t y  of  the  Greek 
populace;  95 per  c e n t  a r e  members o f  t h e  E as te rn  Orthodox 
f a i t h  (Keefe,  e t .  a l . ,  1977).  T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  in  t im es  of  
t r o u b l e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t u r n s  to  r e l i g i o n  and the  he igh tened  
devoutness  i s  an i n d i c a t i o n  , to  both g ro u p s ,  of  a re fo rm ing  
inm ate .
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CONCLUSION
This s tu d y  was conducted a t  K orydu l lo ,  th e  on ly  Greek 
p r i s o n  f o r  women o f f e n d e r s  in  Greece.  The p r i so n  i s  l o c a t e d  
between two of G r e e c e ' s  l a r g e s t  m e t ro p o l i t a n  c i t i e s ,  P i r a e u s  
and Athens.  Thanks to  th e  meson — a system o f  us ing  an 
i n f l u e n t i a l  c o n t a c t  t y p i c a l  t o  Greece and p robably  to  t h a t  
of o th e r  M edite r ranean  s o c i e t i e s  — t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  was 
f o r t u n a t e  t o  gain o f f i c i a l  e n t r a n c e  t o  Korydullo .  To f u l l y  
comprehend th e  i n t r i c a c i e s  o f  t h i s  microcosmic system th e  
r e s e a r c h e r  r e l i e d  on a number o f  methods and t e c h n iq u e s  
among which were: fo rm al a s  w e l l  as  in fo rm a l  i n t e rv i e w s
with both s t a f f  and inm ates  a l i k e ;  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  p r i s o n  
s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s ;  s c r u t i n y  o f  p r i s o n  documents; and 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of two in t e r v i e w  s c h e d u le s ,  one f o r  th e  
inmate p o p u la t io n ,  t h e  o th e r  f o r  t h e  s t a f f  p o p u la t io n .  The 
sch ed u le s  were a d m in is te r e d  to  70 women o f f e n d e r s  and 48 
s t a f f  p e r so n n e l .
This con c lu d in g  c h a p te r  w i l l  r e c a p i t u a l t e ,  and expand 
upon, th e  t h r e e  major c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  emphasized in  th e  
e v a lu a t io n  of  t h e  d a t a .  F i r s t ,  i t  sums up the  c r i t i c a l  
s i m i l a r i t i e s  and d i f f e r e n c e s  in  inmate  and s t a f f  a t t i t u d e s .  
Second, a t t e n t i o n  i s  focused  on drawing to g e th e r  some of  the
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im p o r ta n t  s i m i l a r i t i e s  and d i f f e r e n c e s  between Korydullo  and 
p r i s o n s  in  the  United S t a t e s .  F i n a l l y ,  i t  d i s c u s s e s  th e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Greek c u l t u r e  and p r iso n  l i f e ,
STAFF MD INMATES
The purpose o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  t o  draw o u t  t h e  c r i t i c a l  
s i m i l a r i t i e s  and d i f f e r e n c e s  between s t a f f  and inm ate  
r e sp o n se s  t c  common q u e s t io n s ,  one such q u es t io n  was: "In
your op in ion  what i s  t h e  main purpose of  th e  work programs 
i n  t h i s  p r i s o n ? "  O v e r a l l ,  both  groups concurred  t h a t  th e  
main purpose of  t h e  programs was " to  h e lp  reduce  the  
i n m a te s '  s e n t e n c e s . "  Thus, s t a f f  p e r s o n n e l ,  as  d id  in m a te s ,  
acknowledged t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  p r iso n  work 
f o r c e ,  not  because  o f  t h e  i n t r i n s i c  v a lu e  of  work, but 
because  of i t s  p o t e n t i a l  t o  o b ta in  an e a r l i e r  r e l e a s e .  
Although th e  above response was t h e  most f r e q u e n t  answer f o r  
b o th ,  a d i f f e r e n t  co n c lu s io n  would emerge i f  " t r a i n s  women 
in  a t r a d e "  and "work i s  good i n  i t s e l f / t e a c h e s  good work 
h a b i t s "  a r e  c o l l a p s e d  i n t o  one re sp o n se  c a te g o ry .  The 
p e rcen tag e  o f  s t a f f  employees who gave t h e s e  responses  was 
h ig h e r  than  th o s e  who s t a t e ,  " h e lp s  t o  reduce sen tence"  5 2.1 
and 37.5 p e r  c e n t ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Thus, on th e  s u r fa c e  one 
would assume t h a t  inmate and s t a f f  op in io n  r e g a rd in g  p r i s o n  
employment was s i m i l a r .  Yet s t a f f ' s  composite  p e rce n tag e  o f  
t h e  above two r e s p o n s e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when compared to  
i n m a t e s ' s  com posite  pe rcen tage  of  th e s e  same two r e s p o n s e s ,  
t h a t  i s  two pe r  ce n t  as  compared to  52.1 per  c e n t ,  c l e a r l y
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b ea rs  ou t  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  which e x i s t e d  between th e  two 
groups.  The combined p e r c e n ta g e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  s t a f f  
employees, u n l ik e  in m a te s ,  a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  value  of th e  work 
programs to  t h e i r  i n t r i n s i c  r e f o rm a t iv e  q u a l i t y ,  r a t h e r  than  
to  t h e i r  u t i l i t a r i a n  a b i l i t y  to  reduce  inmates* s e n t e n c e s .
The a n a l y s i s  o f  inmate  and s t a f f  r e sp o n se s  to  th e  
q u e s t io n :  "Does p r i s o n  p r e p a re  in m a te s  f o r  t h e i r  r e t u r n  to
s o c i e ty ? "  r e v e a le d  t h a t  s t a f f  were even ly  d iv id e d  on t h i s  
i s s u e ,  while  inmates* a t t i t u d e s  were more uniform , ou t  of  
70 in m a te s ,  44 s t a t e d  t h a t  i n c a r c e r a t i o n  does n o t  p rep a re  
p r i s o n e r s  f o r  t h e i r  r e - e n t r y  i n t o  s o c i e t y .  Among the  
employees 24 out of  48 sha red  t h i s  view.
Of th o s e  who h e ld  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  p r i s o n  does not
p rep a re  inm ates  f o r  th e  t r a n s i t i o n ,  one o f  th e  most f r e q u e n t  
answers in  both d i s t r i b u t i o n s  was, "no r e h a b i l i t a t i o n , "  
S t a f f  and inm a te s  who gave t h i s  r e s p o n s e  b e l iev e d  t h a t  a p a r t  
from p ro v id in g  inm a tes  with  t h e  b a r s  n e c e s s i t i e s ,  the
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  does l i t t l e  t o  improve th e  v o c a t i o n a l ,
e d u c a t i o n a l  and p e r s o n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  of  inm a tes .  The o th e r  
major c o n s i d e r a t i o n  no ted  by both groups was "bad
company/get w orse ."  S t a f f  and inm ates  a l i k e  b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  
th e  company of  t h e  hardened c r im i n a l  b rushes  o f f  on th e  
nov ice  o r ,  i n  o th e r  words, th e  c o n t a c t  t u r n s  th e  nov ice  i n t o  
a hardened c r im i n a l  h e r s e l f .  These ,  t h e n ,  were t h e  two most 
f r e q u e n t  answers f o r  bo th  groups which comprised 58.3 per 
c e n t  o f  t h e  s t a f f  p o p u la t io n  and 68-1 per  c e n t  o f  th e  inmate
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p o p u la t io n .  This r e f l e c t s  th e  degree t o  which s t a f f  and 
inmate o p in io n s  converged .  The main p o in t  of  d ive rgence  was 
t h a t  th e  s t a f f ' s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  f e a t u r e d  r e s p o n s e s ,  meson 
( i n f l u e n t i a l  p e r s o n ) ,  " d o n ' t  work, s i t  and g o s s i p , "  and 
" r e c i d i v i s m , "  which were no t  mentioned by inm ates .
The a n a l y s i s  now t u r n s  t o  a d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e  r e s p o n s e s  
of  the  24 employees and th e  26 in m a te s ,  who b e l iev ed  t h a t  
p r i so n  d id  p rep a re  p r i s o n e r s  f o r  t h e i r  r e - e n t r y  i n t o  
s o c i e t y .  These r e sp o n se s  were c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  t h r e e  major 
c a t e g o r i e s :  (1) how th e  p r i s o n  c o n s t r u c t i v e l y  p r e p a re d
women, e . g . ,  employed s o c i a l  workers ,  t r a i n e d  inmates  i n  a 
t r a d e  as  w e l l  as  i n s t i l l e d  good work h a b i t s ,  secu red  jobs  
f o r  them and provided them with  good r o l e  models; (2) how 
th e  n e g a t iv e  a s p e c t s  o f  conf inem ent  p rep a red  women, e . g . ,  
c lo s u re  and i n c a r c e r a t i o n  i n  i t s e l f  i s  an u n p le a s a n t  
ex p e r i e n c e ;  and (3) hew women on t h e i r  own came t o  re fo rm ,  
e . g . ,  a t t e n d e d  church s e r v i c e  and had t im e to  r e f l e c t .
O v e r a l l ,  inmates  emphasized t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e  a s  opposed 
to  th e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  a s p e c t s  of p r i s o n  l i f e :  only one inm ate
c i t e d  how confinement p rep a red  inmates i n  a p o s i t v e  way 
( e . g . ,  t e a c h e s  t r a d e ) .  In  c o n t r a s t ,  employees focused  on 
th e  p o s i t i v e  a s p e c t s :  o n ly  two employees b e l iev e d  t h a t
n e g a t iv e  a s p e c t s  ( e . g . ,  t h e  o p p re s s iv e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  c lo s u r e )  
had the  p o t e n t i a l  t o  p r e p a re  p r i s o n e r s  f o r  t h e i r  r e - e n t r y  
i n t o  s o c i e t y .
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In  th e  l a s t  c a t e g o r y ,  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  between s t a f f  
and inm a te s  were l e s s  n o t i c e a b l e -  Both groups be l ieved  t h a t  
church a t te n d a n ce  and t ime t o  r e f l e c t  f a c i l i t a t e d  a n d /o r  
i n d i c a t e d  a reform ing  i n d i v i d u a l .
As f a r  as ad ju s tm en t  t o  p r i s o n  l i f e  was concerned ,  th e  
most s t r i k i n g  d i f f e r e n c e  between employees and inm ates  was 
t h e  h igh  p ro p o r t i o n  of  s t a f f  (37-5 per c e n t  o r  18) who
b e l ie v e d  t h a t  ad ju s tm en t  was n o t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  inm ates .  The
comparable f i g u r e  f o r  inm ates  was two or  2 .9  p e r  c e n t .
The g e n e ra l  s e n t im e n ts  o f  th e  18 employees who viewed 
ad ju s tm en t  as  easy  were exp ressed  i n  such s t a t e m e n t s  as "why 
s h o u l d n ' t  i t  b e? ,  c o n d i t i o n s  a re  good" and " th ey  have 
e v e ry th in g  they  n e e d ."  Aside from t h i s  most p r e v a l e n t  
a t t i t u d e  among t h e s e  employees,  t h e r e  were a few who
b e l ie v e d  t h a t ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  to  p rov id ing  inm ates  w ith  a 
somewhat humane env ironm en t ,  th e y  f u r t h e r  p rov ided  them with 
a l a c k in g  q u a l i t y ,  namely, d i s c i p l i n e .  They a l s o  made th e  
p o in t  t h a t  inm ates  were not  be ing  s u b je c te d  t o ,  and hence ,  
d id  n o t  have to  cope with undue p h y s ic a l  and p s y c h o lo g ic a l  
ab u se ,  and could t h e r e f o r e  c o n c e n t r a t e  on making f r i e n d s .
The re sp o n se s  o f  t h e  68 in m a te s  and 30 s t a f f  employees 
who cla imed t h a t  ad jus tm en t  was d i f f i c u l t  were s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
s i m i l a r .  The t h r e e  most common responses  f o r  both groups — 
"absence  o f  home and f a m i l y , "  " l a c k  o f  p r iv acy "  and " o t h e r  
inm ates"  — were made by a t o t a l  o f  72.1 per  c e n t  of t h e
inm ates  and 86.7 pe r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s t a f f .
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The main d i f f e r e n c e  was t h a t  while  th e  r e sp o n se s  from 
th e  rem ain ing  19 inm ates  a l lu d e d  t o  a wide range  o f  f a c t o r s  
( fo r  a t o t a l  of  12 d i s t i n c t  r e s p o n s e s ) ,  th e  rem ain ing  fo u r  
employees a l l  noted  th e  " l a c k  o f  se x u a l  en c o u n te r s "  —  a 
re sp o n se  n o t  mentioned by any o f  t h e  inm ates .  Fur the rm ore ,  
one focus  of inmate r e s p o n s e s  was th e  manner i n  which s t a f f  
pe rsonne l  c o n t r ib u t e d  t o  a d i f f i c u l t  a d ju s tm e n t .  S t a f f  
r e s p o n s e s ,  however, made no mention of t h i s .  I t  was 
sugges ted  above, t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  a rose  out 
of d iv e rg in g  r e f e r e n c e  p o i n t s .  That i s ,  s t a f f  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
t h e i r  performance was more than adequate  but  t h e  inmates  
them selves  being o b j e c t s  of  t h a t  performance were more 
c r i t i c a l .
F i n a l l y ,  s t a f f  and inmate o p in io n s  were g a th e re d  on the  
causes  o f  crime o r  what b r in g s  women to  p r i s o n .  The d a ta  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  employees were r e l u c t a n t  t o  blame inmates  f o r  
t h e i r  c r im es ,  j u s t  a s  inm ates  were u n w i l l in g  t o  accep t  the  
blame f o r  t h e i r  o f f e n s e .  In  f a c t ,  while 13 o f  the  70 
inm ates  assumed f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e i r  c r i m i n a l i t y ,  
none of  th e  employees p laced  t h e  blame d i r e c t l y  on the  
p r i s o n e r .  For s t a f f  employees t h e  t h r e e  most p r e v a le n t  
e x p l a n a t io n s  f o r  a woman's c r i m i n a l i t y  were, in  o rde r  of 
im por tance ,  " e a r l y  f a m i l i a l  t r a i n i n g , "  " b a s i c  temperament" 
and " kakee ora" (bad t im in g  of  e v e n t s ) . Among in m a te s ,  the  
t h r e e  most f r e q u e n t  answers were,  " s o c i e t y / s o c i a l  
c o n d i t i o n s , "  " o t h e r s  i n v o lv e d ,"  and " f r i e n d s . "  Thus, while 
s t a f f  and inmate op in ion  converged as f a r  a s  n o t  ho ld ing
R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
203
inm ates  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  th e  a c t ,  th e y  o th e rw is e  d iv e rg ed  
s h a rp ly  on what th e y  p e rc e iv e d  t o  be th e  causes  o f  
c r i m i n a l i t y .
The conc lud ing  remarks on s t a f f  and inm a te s  a t t i t u d e s  
drew upon c u l t u r a l  v a lu e s ,  t o  e x p l a in  t h e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  which 
e x i s t e d  between th e  two g roups .  The two c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s  
b e l iev e d  t o  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  th e  marked s i m i l a r i t y ,  were 
an th ro p o i  e m as ta i  ("we a r e  on ly  human") and the  h igh  
r e l i g i o s i t y  ( em asta i  t h r e s k o . l l among th e  Greek populace.
I t  was sugges ted  t h a t  adherence  to  ant h ro p o i  e m as ta i  
("we a r e  on ly  human") p rov ided  inmates  and s t a f f  a l i k e  w ith  
an e x c e l l e n t  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  f o r  no t  blaming inmates  f o r  
t h e i r  o f f e n s e .  For example,  because  t h i s  b e l i e f  p o s t u l a t e d  
th e  im p e r f e c t io n  of  man, e x t ra n e o u s  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  f r i e n d s ,  
husbands,  o t h e r s  invo lved  and even economic c o n d i t i o n s  cou ld  
p o t e n t i a l l y  sway i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  commit i l l e g a l  a c t s .  
Inmates  and s t a f f ' s  common response  t h a t  t h e  former reformed 
"by going t o  church" r e f l e c t e d  t h e  high r e l i g i o s i t y  among 
a l l  e lem en ts  of t h e  Greek popu lace .
Aside from t h e  above two e lements  of  Greek c u l t u r e  
a n o th e r ,  p h i lo x e n ia  ( h o s p i t a l i t y ) , a l th o u g h  no t  used t o  
e x p la in  t h e  commonality between s t a f f  and in m a te s ,  se rved  to  
e x p la in  why a good p r o p o r t i o n  o f  th e  s t a f f  be l iev ed  t h a t  
ad jus tm en t  was easy f o r  in m a te s .  According t o  th e  s t a f f ,  as  
h o s t  they  ex tended  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  h o s p i t a l i t y  under th e  
c i r c u m s ta n c e s .
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The main purpose o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  to  h i g h l i g h t  some 
of t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  and s i m i l a r i t i e s  between Korydullo  and 
c u s t o d i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  th e  U n i ted  S t a t e s .  One s t r i k i n g  
d i f f e r e n c e  was t h a t  K orydul lo ,  u n l ik e  American c u s t o d i a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  did n o t  fo rm a l ly  c la im  t o  have a f u l l - f l e d g e d  
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  program (Winslow, 1977; Void, 197 2) .  
D esp i te  th e  l a c k  o f  v o c a t i o n a l ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  o r  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  
t r e a tm e n t ,  which in  western  s o c i e t i e s  i s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
th o u g h t  t o  improve th e  n a tu r e  o f  conf inem en t ,  Korydullo did 
po s se s s  a humane q u a l i t y .  When t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  v a r io u s  
hum an i ta r ian  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  ( e . g . ,  p ro v i s io n  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  
to  p re p a re  t h e i r  own meals ,  and t o  wear t h e i r  own c l o t h i n g  
and makeup) were s o u g h t ,  i t  was p o s tu l a t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  
p r a c t i c e s  were due t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  v a lu e s  which had p e r s i s t e d  
over  a long p e r io d  o f  t im e .  T h is  t r a d i t i o n a l  dimension 
appears  to  be m iss ing  in  American p r i s o n s ,  where th e  
emphasis  i s  r a t h e r  on t e c h n o l o g i c a l  improvement (such as  
modern e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s ) . The two c u l t u r a l  i d e a s  
b e l ie v e d  to  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e s e  p ro g re s s iv e  p r a c t i c e s  
were ph i l o x e n i a ( h o s p i t a l i t y )  and a n th ro p o i  ema s t a i  ("we a re  
only  human"). The c o n te n t io n  was t h a t  t o g e t h e r  th e se  two 
b e l i e f s  b rough t  abou t  p r a c t i c e s  which made th e  p r i s o n  
ex p e r ien ce  more b e a r a b l e .
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The manner in  which p h i lo x e n ia  ( h o s p i t a l i t y )  r e s u l t e d  
in  in n o v a t iv e  p rocedu res  was a s  fo l lo w s :  t h e  s t a f f ,
accustomed and r e a r e d  t o  t a k e  p r id e  in  being a good h o s t  in  
th e  l a r g e r  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  c a r r i e d  t h i s  a t t i t u d e  with them 
i n t o  t h e  p r i s o n .  Although th e  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  d id  n o t  waiver 
from i t s  p r e s c r ib e d  r o l e  t h a t  i s ,  i n  a b id in g  by the
r e g u l a t i o n s  s e t  up by t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  needs 
and wishes of  t h e i r  co n f in e d  g u e s t s  were not  i g n o re d .  To a 
c e r t a i n  d eg re e ,  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ex tended  h o s p i t a l i t y  t o  
a l l  o f  i t s  con f ined  g u e s t s .  Examples of t h i s  h o s p i t a l i t y  
in c lu d e d :  a l t e r i n g  i t s  menu to  s u i t  th e  t a s t e  o f  f o r e ig n
women and exempting them from th e  c o n s a n g u i n i t y - a f f i n i t y
c l a u s e ;  and a r r a n g in g  f o r  t h e  p u rch as in g  of  goods fo r  
inm ates  which were n o t  a v a i l a b l e  in  th e  p r iso n  c a n te e n .
An t h r o p o i  em as ta i  ("we a r e  o n ly  human") more o r  l e s s  
d i c t a t e d  t h a t  s i n c e  we a r e  a l l  human and t h e r e f o r e  capab le  
of e r r i n g ,  we should  t r e a t  t r a n s g r e s s o r s  humanely. This
a t t i t u d e  was th o u g h t  t o  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  l a c k  of  
p u n i t i v e  p o l i c i e s  i n c lu d in g :  (1) absence  o f  m i l i t a r y
fo rm a t io n ,  b i l l i e  c l u b s ,  guns and t e a r  gas ;  (2) perm iss ion
to  wear own’s own c l o t h i n g  and make-up; (3) th e  r i g h t  to
c o n t e s t  c e r t a i n  p r i s o n  p o l i c i e s ;  and (4) p r o v i s io n  of  
f a c i l i t i e s  t o  p repa re  o n e ’ s own meals .
I f  Korydullo  i s  compared with American i n s t i t u t i o n s  on 
th e  p o i n t s  made above some d i f f e r e n c e s  as  well  as
s i m i l a r i t i e s  emerge. F i r s t ,  bo th  g roups ,  i n  th e  t r a d i t i o n
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of modern c u s t o d i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  have i n s t i t u t e d  measures 
which, i f  compared t o  p a s t  forms o f  confinement a r e  more 
humane. Y e t ,  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  i t  seems t h a t  humane 
procedures  a r i s e  ou t  of th e  im plem enta t ion  of r e h a b i l i t a t i v e  
programs. In  a c t u a l i t y ,  however, t h e r e  i s  ve ry  l i t t l e  
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  and in n o v a t io n .  At Korydullo  t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  
appeared t o  have t h e i r  o r i g i n s  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  v a lu e s .  
Second, some of th e  p r a c t i c e s  found a t  Korydullo a r e  ab s en t  
in  American i n s t i t u t i o n s .  For example, some p r i s o n s  i n  the  
United S t a t e s  con t in u e  t o  r e s t r i c t  movement v ia  m i l i t a r y  
fo rm a t io n  o r  by p a s s e s .  Fur the rm ore ,  guards  i n  American 
p r i s o n s  do n o t  make i t  a p o l i c y  ( a t  l e a s t  n o t  w i thou t  being 
bribed)  t o  purchase goods from o u t s i d e  f o r  in m a te s .  At 
Korydullo  t h i s  was i n c o rp o r a te d  i n  p r i so n  r e g u l a t i o n s .  
F i n a l l y ,  a l lo w in g  inm ates  t o  p rep a re  t h e i r  own meals as  well  
as  p ro v id in g  them with t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  f a c i l i t i e s  i s ,  f o r  
t h e  most p a r t ,  not  p r e v a l e n t  in  American p r i s o n s .
These d i f f e r e n c e s  may perhaps be accounted  f o r  by more 
fundamental  d i s s i m i l a r i t i e s  in  t h e  p h i lo s o p h ie s  and th e  way 
of l i f e  of th e  two c o u n t r i e s .  Greece i s  an a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y  
s t i l l  s e t  in  i t s  t r a d i t i o n a l  ways while  American s o c i e t y  i s  
more t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y  o r i e n t e d  and l e s s  bound t o  t r a d i t i o n .  
Unlike th e  more homogenous Greek s o c i e t y ,  th e  United S t a t e s  
i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by d i v e r s i t y  of p h i lo s o p h ie s  and a v a r i e d  
e t h n i c  com pos i t ion .  In  t h e  l a t t e r  s i t u a t i o n ,  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
become l e s s  p e r s o n a l  and more fo rm a l iz e d ,  and t h e s e  perhaps 
become m an ife s ted  i n  p r i s o n  p o l i c i e s .
R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
207
D esp i te  th e  e f f o r t s  of t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  to  ease  the
p a in s  o f  conf inem ent ,  K orydu l lo ,  l i k e  most c u s t o d i a l
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  co n t in u ed  to  be f r u s t r a t i n g  fo r  in m a te s .  The 
causes  of  in m a te s ’ f r u s t r a t i o n  was rev ea led  in  t h e i r
re sp o n se s  t o  two open-ended q u e s t i o n s :  "What i s  the  most
d i f f i c u l t  a s p e c t  o f  a d ju s tm e n t? ; "  and "What i s  th e  most 
annoying t h i n g  about  doing time?"
On th e  whole, a n a l y s i s  of  th e  r e sp o n se s  t o  "What i s  the  
most d i f f i c u l t  a s p e c t  of co n f in e m en t ,"  s u g g e s te d ,  f i r s t ,  
t h a t  t h e  sou rce  o f  women’ s f r u s t r a t i o n s  r e s u l t e d  p r im a r i l y  
from th o se  a s p e c t s  of confinement which were unavo idab le .  
Thus what emerged as  a major concern  was "absence  of  home 
and fam ily  l i f e . "
At t h i s  p o in t  a comparison with F on te ra  a women’ s 
c u s t o d i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  in  th e  United S t a t e s  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  
(Ward and Kassebaum, 1967:15-22).  F i r s t ,  women a t  Fon tera  
took  th e  same view as  th o s e  a t  Korydullo ,  s i n c e  they  too 
no ted  "absence of  home and fam ily"  as  the  g r e a t e s t  problem 
of  ad ju s tem n t .  Then ag a in ,  t h e  second most f r e q u e n t  
re sp o n se  f o r  both groups was " o t h e r  in m a te s . "  While both 
d i s t r i b u t i o n s  f e a t u r e d  o t h e r ,  s i m i l a r  r e s p o n s e s ,  e . g . ,  r u l e s  
and r e g u l a t i o n s  and p r i so n  o f f i c e r s ,  a major d i f f e r e n c e  was 
th e  degree  to  which "absence o f  s o c i a l  l i f e  and f r i e n d s "  
were no ted .  For t h e  women a t  F o n te ra  t h i s  was th e  t h i r d  
most no ted  answer,  whereas none of  t h e  r e sp o n d e n ts  a t  
Korydullo  gave t h i s  answer. o v e r a l l ,  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s
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mentioned by both groups were, by and l a r g e ,  s i m i l a r  and 
p r im a r i l y  r e s u l t e d  from c o n f in in g  l a r g e  and d i v e r s i f i e d  
groups of  people f o r  prolonged p e r io d s .
As r e g a r d s  t h e  second q u e s t io n :  "What i s  th e  most
annoying th i n g  about  doing t im e?"  t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  e lement 
was t h a t  women both  . a t  F on te ra  and a t  Korydullo c i t e d  
" in d e te r m in a te  s e n te n c in g "  a s  th e  most annoying a s p e c t  of 
conf inem ent .  This confirmed t h a t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  of  
i n d e t e r m in a t e  s e n te n c in g  in  red u c in g  t h e  in m a te ’ s s e n te n c e ,  
" t h i s  never  knowing r e l e a s e  system" was d i f f i c u l t  t o  cope 
with f o r  bo th  groups.
A major d i f f e r e n c e  between th e  two groups was t h a t  
while  a few women a t  F o n te ra  r e s e n t e d  " a c c u s a t io n s  about 
people be ing  homosexuals" (Ward and Kassebaum, 1967:22) ,  
t h i s  a s p e c t  was no t  f e a t u r e d  i n  K o ry d u l lo ’ s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 
re sp o n se s .  This  t o p i c  i s  d e a l t  with below. Then a g a in ,  
inmates  a t  Korydullo  seemed g e n e r a l l y  t o  be more s p e c i f i c  in  
t h e i r  c o m p la in ts ,  t h a t  i s ,  l i s t e d  a g r e a t e r  v a r i e t y  of 
a s p e c t s .  An o v e r a l l  assessm en t  o f  t h e  responses  of both  of  
t h e  above q u e s t io n s  r e v e a l s  th e  rem arkable  c o n s i s t e n c y  
between women of two d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e s  e s p e c i a l l y  as 
r e g a rd s  t h e  f i r s t  two most f r e q u e n t  re sp o n ses  to  th e s e  
q u e s t io n s .
The l a s t  two t o p i c s  t o  be d i s c u s s e d  and compared a r e :  
t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  an inmate  in fo rm a l  code and hom osexual i ty .  
Although t h i s  s tudy  was never  e x p l i c i t l y  designed to  s i n g l e
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out e i t h e r  of  th e s e  two i s s u e s ,  the  i n t e r v i e w  schedu le  
co n ta in e d  q u e s t io n s  on both o f  t h e s e  t o p i c s .  Observers  of  
p r i so n  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  in  th e  United  S t a t e s  have 
documented th e  p e rv a s iv e n e s s  of a s  well  as o u t l i n e d  t h e  
t e n e t s  com pris ing  inmate in f o rm a l  codes (See Sykes and 
Messinger 1960; Ward and Kassebaum, 1960:67; and 
G ial lombardo,  1960:66) .  Most r e s e a r c h e r s  ag reed  t h a t  th e  
major norm ative  maxims of t h i s  in fo rm a l  code in c lu d e :  do
no t  i n t e r f e r e  with inmate i n t e r e s t s ,  never  s q u e a l ,  argue nor 
t a k e  advantage  o f  o th e r  in m a te s ,  don’ t  be a " sucker"  and 
mind your own b u s in e s s .  They p o s tu l a t e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  i f  
inm ates  want t o  "do easy t im e"  t h e s e  maxims must be obeyed.
At K orydu l lo ,  th e  e x i s t e n c e  of  an in fo rm a l  inmate code 
was dem onstra ted  through t h e  in m a te s ’ r e l u c t a n c e  to  form 
c l o s e  f r i e n d s h i p s  with f e l lo w  inm a te s .  This  i n  t u r n ,  was 
a s s e s s e d  by in m a te s ’ r e sp o n se s  to  t h e  q u e s t io n "  "Can you 
t r u s t  and have c l o s e  f r i e n d s h i p s  with f e l lo w  inmates?" The 
m a jo r i ty  view was t h a t  th e  b e s t  way t o  "do easy t ime" was t o  
e s t a b l i s h  and m ain ta in  f r i e n d l y ,  y e t  d i s t a n t  r e l a t i o n s  with 
a l l  t h e  women ("on good te rm s with  a l l  o f  th e m /e a s ie r  t h a t  
way"). According t o  inm a tes ,  t o  have co n f id ed  i n  any one 
inmate meant t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  "doing  hard  t im e"  s in c e  she 
could  use t h a t  in fo rm at io n  a g a i n s t  you (or sq u ea l )  a t  any 
t im e .  In m ate s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  by r e f r a i n i n g  from e s t a b l i s h i n g  
c l o s e  f r i e n d s h i p s ,  avoided "arguments and t r o u b l e . "  In t h i s  
way inm ates  m ain ta ined  a p e a c e fu l  c o - e x i s t e n c e  and hence 
abided  by t h e  maxims of  th e  in fo rm a l  code.
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At t h i s  p o in t ,  t h e  above may be compared with
G ia l lom bardo’ s  s tudy  a t  Alderson (1965).  Her s tu d y ,  a p a r t  
from e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  an in fo rm a l  code,  a l s o  
confirmed t h a t  fo rm a t ion  o f  c l o s e  f r i e n d s h i p s  i n  p r i s o n  a re  
p o t e n t i a l l y  dangerous:  "There i s  a widely  held  b e l i e f  t h a t
women s t a n d  ready t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e . . . "  P a r a d o x ic a l ly ,  i t  
appears  t h a t  the  women a t  Alderson and a t  Korydullo  a l i k e  
ach ieved  group c o h e s iv e n ess  by d i s t r u s t i n g  each o t h e r .
While t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  inmate in fo rm a l  code a t
Korydullo p a r a l l e l e d  t h a t  of  American i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  in
p a r t i c u l a r  A lderson,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  with  reg a rd  to  
hom osexual i ty  was d i s t i n c t l y  d i f f e r e n t .  In p a r t ,  t h i s  may 
be accounted  f o r  i n  t h a t  Ward and Kassebaum and
G ia l lom bardo ’ s s t u d i e s  were s p e c i f i c a l l y  des igned  t o  e x p lo re  
t h e  n a tu re  of  th e  homosexual a l l i a n c e  i n  female p r i s o n s ,
whereas t h i s  was not t h e  major purpose o f  t h i s  s tu d y .  Yet,
th e  r e s e a r c h e r  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  i f  th e  homosexual a l l i a n c e  
had taken  t h e  form d e p ic te d  in  e i t h e r  of  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  
( p a r t i c u l a r l y  G ia l lom bardo’ s  su g g e s t io n  of a f a m i l i a l  
homosexual s t r u c t u r e  p a r a l l e l i n g  t h a t  found in  the  l a r g e r  
s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e )  t h e  r e s e a c h e r  would have n o t ic e d  i t .  This  
r e s e a r c h e r  a t  no t im e  n o t i c e d  behav io r  which d ep ic te d  t h a t  
o f  a "b u tc h "  o r  "femme," a s  d id  Gial lombardo.
Furthe rm ore ,  when inm ates  a t  Korydullo  were asked to  
g iv e  " a  rough e s t im a te  o f  the  number o f  women who, a t  one
t im e o r  a n o t h e r ,  have s e x u a l  a f f a i r s  w ith  o th e r  women in
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p r i s o n , "  t h e i r  spon taneous  re sp o n se  pros  t heou ( fo r  God’ s 
sake! )  p u t  a s id e  any s u s p i c i o n s  o f  a w e l l  developed 
homosexual s t r u c t u r e .  However, t h a t  does n o t  mean t h a t  none 
o f  th e  women eve r  engaged in  homosexual a c t i v i t y .  In f a c t ,  
f o u r  s t a t e d  o u t r i g h t  t h a t  th ey  had been " r o m a n t i c a l l y "  
in v o lv ed  and a l s o  added "what do you ex p e c t  me t o  do?" A ll  
f o u r  were f o r e i g n e r s .  The Greek women were more d i s c r e t e ,  
t h e i r  r e sp o n se s  on ly  a l lu d e d  t o  th e  degree  to  which th e y  
b e l i e v e d  hom osexuali ty  p r e v a i l e d ,  t h a t  i s  10 s t a t e d  t h a t  
"yes  i t  d id  e x i s t . "  When asked t o  d iv u lg e  how they  knew, 
t h e i r  u su a l  response  was, " I ’ve l e a r n e d  to  knock on d o o r s . "  
I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  a l l  o f  th e  Greek women who s t a t e d  t h a t  f e l lo w  
in m a te s  engaged in  homosexual b ehav io r  were 30 y ea rs  o ld  o r  
younger .  This  may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  younger as  opposed to  o ld e r  
Greek women a re  l e s s  bound to  t r a d i t i o n a l  v a lu e s  which 
p r o h i b i t  t a l k i n g  about such b e h a v io r ,  or t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l  
v a lu e s  a re  undergoing change. I f  t h i s  t r e n d  c o n t in u e s  i t  i s  
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  th e  homosexual a l l i a n c e  may e v e n t u a l l y  deve lop  
a long th e  same l i n e s  as  found i n  American i n s t i t u t i o n s .
GREEK CULTURE AND PRISON LIFE
A major emphasis of some of  t h e  p reced ing  c h a p te r s  was 
t h e  degree to  which c u l t u r a l  i d e a s  not on ly  permeate and 
i n f l u e n c e  behav io r  in  t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  but  a l s o  
how t h e s e  same c u l t u r a l  i d e a s  a r e  t r a n s m i t t e d  i n t o  th e  
p r i s o n  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .
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The f i r s t  c u l t u r a l  id e a  t h a t  th e  w r i t e r  came i n t o  
c o n t a c t  with was meson, a person  who has t h e  power to  
i n f l u e n c e  dec is ion -m ak ing  ( i t  i s  who you know t h a t  c o u n t s ) . 
The w r i t e r  knew p r i o r  t o  t h e  commencement o f  t h i s  s tudy  t h a t  
Greeks were i n  t h e  h a b i t  o f  u s in g  mesa ( i n f l u e n t i a l  people) 
t o  enhance t h e i r  o p p o r tu n i ty  s t r u c t u r e s .  Yet,  t h e  degree to  
which t h i s  was common p r a c t i c e  and t h e  im por tance  o f  having 
a good meson became obvious n o t  only  d u r ing  th e  course  of 
t h e  s tu d y ,  but a l s o  in  everyday l i f e .  In  f a c t ,  t h e  a u th o r  
h e r s e l f  had u n w i t t i n g l y  made use o f  th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  meson to  
ga in  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  the  p r i s o n .  The w r i t e r  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  
th e  M in i s t ry  of  J u s t i c e  would n o t  have g ra n te d  perm iss ion  
had i t  no t  been f o r  t h e  endorsement of  a h ig h ly  esteemed 
law y er ,  who was a l s o  t h e  chairman o f  the  Department of  Penal 
Law a t  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Athens.
I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  even i f  one i s  a c r i m i n a l ,  use can s t i l l  
be made o f  a meson.  In th e  p r i s o n ' s  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  an 
inm ate  who had t h e  a b i l i t y  to  o b t a i n  th e  endorsement of  an 
i n f l u e n t i a l  person  could  very w e l l  ge t  an e a r l i e r  r e l e a s e .  
That p r i s o n e r s  s e a r c h  f o r  such an endorsement was ev id e n t  
d u r in g  an a fo fa  (a meeting between inm ates  and d i r e c t o r ) . 
During one of  t h e s e  m eet ings ,  an inmate  c o n s u l t e d  with the  
d i r e c t o r  on whether h e r  meson had t h e  " p u l l "  t o  g e t  her  an 
e a r l i e r  r e l e a s e .  Although, t h e  d i r e c t o r  was u n ab le  to  s t a t e  
c a t e g o r i c a l l y  t h a t  h e r  meson had t h e  n ec e s s a ry  power he did 
encourage  t h e  inmate t o  use her  c o n t a c t .  While t h e  d i r e c t o r  
d id  no t  look on t h e  use o f  a meson n e g a t i v e l y ,  some of  the
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employees d i d .  According t o  them t h i s  p r a c t i c e  b e s id e s  
being u n f a i r ,  made a mockery o f  th e  c r im i n a l  j u s t i c e  system 
and a l so  i n h i b i t e d  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  For them an e a r l y  
r e l e a s e  v i a  a meson denied  s t a f f  p e r so n n e l  t h e  o p p o r tu n i ty  
t o  i n s t i l l  w i th in  the  inm ate  t h e  behav io r  n ec e s s a ry  t o  make 
p o s s i b l e  a s u c c e s s f u l  r e - e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i a l  
s t r u c t u r e .
C lo se ly  a s s o c i a t e d  with  t h e  above c u l t u r a l  id e a  i s  t h a t  
of p a t r i o t i t h e s  ( r e g i o n a l  c o m p a t r i o t s ) .  C o m p a tr io ts ,  
because o f  t h e i r  s t ro n g  a f f i n i t y  t o  one a n o th e r  u s u a l ly  go 
out  o f  t h e i r  way to  h e lp  one an o th e r ;  t h u s ,  o f t e n  t im es  
they  s e rv e  as mesa ( i n f l u e n t i a l  p e r s o n s ) . R eca l l  t h a t  th e  
d i r e c t o r  and w r i t e r  d u r ing  an e a r l y  d i s c u s s io n  d isc o v e red  
t h a t  t h e i r  common o r i g i n  was P e loponnes ian .  This was 
s i g n i f i c a n t  s in c e  the  d i r e c t o r  ac ted  a s  a t r u e  p a t r i o t i .  by 
a s s i s t i n g  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  i n  any way t h a t  he p o s s ib ly  could  
th roughout  the  course  of  t h e  s tu d y .  For example, he a l low ed 
th e  r e s e a r c h e r  to  conduct  th e  i n t e r v i e w s  w ithout  th e  
presence  o f  a p r iso n  guard ,  even though p r ison  p o l i c y  
p r o h ib i t e d  i t .
Another c u l t u r a l  id e a  i n v e s t i g a t e d  above was philo tmo 
(honor) .  I t  was sugges ted  t h a t  ph i l o t i go ,  more than any o f  
t h e  o th e r  c u l t u r a l  i d e a s ,  was th e  predominant va lue  of Greek 
s o c i e t y .  Members of  Greek s o c i e t y  a r e  in t ro d u c e d  to  t h i s  
c u l t u r a l  b e l i e f  e a r l y  i n  l i f e ,  in  the  f a m i l i a l  s e t t i n g  and 
i t s  p e rv a s iv e n e s s  c o n t in u e s  th roughou t  t h e  remaining  p a r t  o f
R eproduced  with perm ission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
21%
t h e i r  l i v e s .
As p r e v io u s ly  documented, i t  was p o s s e s s io n  of  
ph i lo t im o  t h a t  s o c i a l i z e d  Greeks t o  p u b l ic  op in io n  and 
o b l ig e d  them t o  conform to  t h e  norms of  s o c i e t y .  A 
p h i lo t im o s  Greek (one who p o s s e s s e s  ph i l o t i mo)» t h e r e f o r e ,  
was one who m ain ta ined  s e l f - r e s p e c t  and was w e l l  s o c i a l i z e d .  
There were a m in o r i ty  of peop le ,  t h e  a p h i lo t im o j . . who were 
n o t  a d e q u a te ly  s o c i a l i z e d  and d id  no t  e x p e r i e n c e  n t ro p e  
(shame). I t  was p o s t u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  l a c k  o f  th e s e  two 
a t t r i b u t e s ,  p roper  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  and shame, might m otiva te  
t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  who in  f a c t  a r e  l e s s  concerned with  what 
o t h e r s  say ,  t o  commit a c t s  which t h e  community p e rce iv ed  as  
d i s h o n o ra b l e .
Furtherm ore ,  i t  was proposed t h a t  p h i lo t im o  (h o n o r ) , 
because o f  i t s  i n t i m a t e  connec t ion  to  th e  f a m i l y ’ s 
r e p u t a t i o n ,  i n t e g r i t y  and p r e s t i g e ,  i n h i b i t e d  d e v ia n t  
b ehav io r -  In  t h i s  way, t h e n ,  i t  was used t o  e x p l a in  why 
t h e r e  were so few Greek women in  p r i s o n .  The s u g g e s t io n  was 
t h a t  an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  s t r i c t  adherence  to  t h i s  c u l t u r a l  
b e l i e f  (or t h e  Greek p o p u la r  concern with m a in ta in in g  honor 
in  t h e i r  communities) was i n c e n t i v e  enough t o  keep 
i n d i v i d u a l s  w i th in  th e  boundar ie s  o f  normal b e h a v io r .
P a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  i t  was p o s t u l a t e d  t h a t  th e  concep t  of  
honor a l s o  had th e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  in d u ce  major c r im i n a l  a c t s .  
The s u p p o s i t i o n  p r e s e n te d  was t h a t  honor brought shame on 
th e  g u i l t y  p a r ty  and prompted a c t i o n s  in  defense  of  h i s / h e r
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honor.  The d a ta  r e v e a le d  t h a t  t h i s  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  i n  
t h e  c a te g o ry  o f  cr im es  a g a i n s t  th e  person .  Of th e  32 c r im es  
a g a in s t  th e  p e r so n ,  2% were c a s e s  where t h e  p r i s o n e r  was, in  
vary ing  d e g re e s ,  i n t i m a t e l y  in v o lv e d  with th e  v ic t im ;  and 
of  th e  24, 23 were i n c a r c e r a t e d  f o r  t h e i r  involvement in  
some type  o f  homicide. The a n a l y s i s  sugges ted  f u r t h e r  t h a t  
when motive was i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  t h e  m a jo r i ty  of  the  homicides  
were a s s o c i a t e d  with  p r i o r  r e a l  o r  imagined l o s s  of  honor .  
For example, r e c a l l  t h e  ca se  where a mother defended her 
d a u g h t e r ' s  (and hence h e r  f a m i l y ' s )  honor by k i l l i n g  her 
f u t u r e  s o n - in - l a w .  The l a t t e r  had je o p a rd ize d  the  f a m i l y ' s  
honor becau se ,  a f t e r  a fo rm a l  engagement ceremony, w i tnessed  
by th e  v i l l a g e ,  he c a n c e l l e d  th e  b e t r o t h a l ,  even though th e y  
had l i v e d  t o g e t h e r  f o r  a y ea r .
Another i n d i c a t i o n  of  t h e  im por tance  inm ates  a t t a c h e d  
to  t h e i r  fam ily  honor was t h e i r  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  b e f r i e n d  
an d /o r  co n f id e  in  o th e r  in m a te s .  P r i s o n e r s ,  l i k e  o t h e r  
members o f  th e  g en e ra l  p o p u la t i o n ,  a r e  t r a i n e d  s in c e  e a r l y  
ch i ldhood to  only  t r u s t  members of t h e i r  own family., Given 
f a m i l i a l  co m p e t i t io n  a f a m i l y ' s  s ymferonda ( s e l f - i n t e r e s t s )  
may be p r e ju d ic e d  when o u t s i d e r s  a r e  taken  i n t o  o n e ' s  
con f idence .  Inmates a re  aware t h a t  p r i s o n  f r i e n d s h i p s  could  
be tem porary ,  and once f r i e n d s h i p  i s  t e r m i n a t e d ,  th e  t r u s t e d  
f r i e n d  could  b e t ra y  the  p r iv y  in fo rm a t io n  and make a mockery 
of  th e  person  fy e l l o ) .
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F i n a l l y ,  th e  two p r i s o n  p r a c t i c e s  which were a s s o c i a t e d  
with c u l t u r a l  a t t i t u d e s  were th e  d e l i b e r a t e  aim t o  employ 
female s t a f f ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  the  ca se  of p r iso n  guards  and 
th e  l a x  a t t i t u d e  in th e  work shops .  In th e  f i r s t  case  
engaging on ly  fem ales  was, on t h e  one hand, i n d i c a t i v e  of 
G re e c e ' s  more s t r i n g e n t  sex u a l  code,  on t h e  o th e r  hand, i t  
was p o s t u l a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  was a " c l a s s i c a l "  example 
of  how Greek s o c i e t y  a t tem p ted  t o  p r e s e rv e  th o se  q u a l i t i e s  
( i . e . ,  p roper  s e x u a l  behav io r)  i t  c h e r i s h e s  i n  Greek women, 
and th u s  a s s i s t s  in  m a in ta in in g  her  p h i l o t imo (h o n o r ) . In  
t h e  second c a s e ,  a l lo w in g  th e  inmate employee the  freedom to  
t a k e  a break whenever she d e s i r e d  appeared to  be t y p i c a l  of  
beh av io r  in  the  l a r g e r  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  That i s ,  
s u p e r v i s o r s  o p e ra ted  t h e  p r i so n  work shops in  a f a s h io n  
common in  th e  o u t s id e  world.
The above d i s c u s s io n  shows th e  degree  t o  which c u l t u r a l  
i d e a s  p r e v a l e n t  in  th e  l a r g e r  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  a l s o  e x i s t  in  
th e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  p r i s o n ,  o v e r a l l  t h e  f i n d i n g s  r e v e a l  
t h a t  t h e s e  c u l t u r a l  i d e a s  have a p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  on p r i s o n  
p o l i c y .  They b r in g  abou t  p r a c t i c e s  which make th e  p r i s o n  
ex p e r ie n c e  more b e a ra b le  and humane.
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